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Performances of “The Dining
Room” by A.R. Gurney Jr., con-
tinue through Saturday, Nov. 1,
at the St. Dunstan’s Guild Play-
house at Cranbrook fn Bloom-
Sieid Hills, The production is di-
rected by Bill Kircher. For ticket
{nformation, call 644-0527 any-
time,

The St. Dunstan’s Gulld produc-

*{ tion of “The Dinlng Room” by A.R.

Gumey Jr. is terrifle. The credit
gocs to the six actors who play §7
characters.

Gurney s a shrewd playwright.
He knows his WASPs. He knows
thelr prep schools, thelr erystal,
thelr furniture, their jobs, thelr
marrlage rltes, their cocktall
hours, thelr dlnner parties and jun-

i |lor assemblies, He catches the

changing mores in the N ortheast-
ern part of the Unlted States with
preelsion and wit.

Mary Gelger, a pert, pretty
blonde, brings panache to her roles
including a real estate agent, a
mother, a child at a birthday party,
slx other women, and Ruth, She
closes the play by wanting to have
- a-dinner party, In the dining reom,
‘to which she Invites everyone she

Gelger brings resonance to her
roles, especlally that of Ruth. Say-
ing goodbye to Annie, the excellent
mald who makes buiter balts, Ruth
seems to be saying goodbye to all
malds. :

LEE STORVES s really fine as
Annie, both at the opening and dur-
Ing the finale, Storves is a very fun-
ny teenager, and she competently
plays whatever role falls her way.

Sally Garrlson nearly steals the

1| show. Garrison has range and ener-

gy. This actress ls super, whether

Dining Roon’
delights at St. D’s

Sally Garrison nearly
steals the show.
Garrison has range and
energy.

screamlng ns Winkle, the birthday
chlld who wants cake, or walking:
tike an old lady. Garrison also docy
a very cffectlve mother who
doesn't know where she is or who
her grownup children are on
‘Thanksglving.

David Butler not only has a good
singlng voice, he's a born Dad on-
stage, He's believable aa Dad, who
doesn’t cave }f his son is late to
scheol, and effective as the father
who wants his son to see that hls
funeral directions are carried out
to the letter,

Robert Marotta brings clegance
to al! the roles he plays. He Is espe-
clally good as the son listenlng to
his father's funeral directlons
white he watches purple finches (n
the garden, and as the psychiatrist
who doesn’t want the dining room
or the rest of the house cut into mo-

dules.

Martin Fiynn Is wonderful as the
brisk architect, and he plays roles
as small boys to perfection. Flynn's
youthful good looks get In the way
when he's portraying stuf(y Stand-
ish and older men.

Several skits would have benefit-
ed from Flyon, Marotta and Butler
swltching roles and playing charac-
ters closer to thelr age.

Helen Zucker has experience
as a reviewer for newspapers
and magazines in Michigan,
New York and Massachusetts.
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Contact Marcie Agauas,
our Banquet Manager
for details.

Has beautiful Banquet Rooms to
accommodate your gatherings of 10 to 100.

What to serve? We have an excellent
selection of entrees on our banquet menu
or you may choose to consult with our
Certified Master Chef Leopold Schaeli for
exciting Gourmet Selections.

Of course, everything in the best of taste!
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It’s a hit at Farmington Players, too =

Performances of the Farming.
ton Players production of “The
Dining Room” by A.R. Gurney Jr.
continue through Saturday, Nov,
15, at the Barn Theatre in Farm-
ington Hills, For ticket informa-
tion, call 626-5061.

By Barbara Michals
speacial writer

Belleving that you can tell a lot
about a culture by how It cats, play-
wright A.R. Gurney Jr, explores the
folbles and manners of the upper-
middte-class WASP in "The Dining
Room.” Farmington Players ol!er:ln

s

each other, Director Cynthia Dochler
keeps the paclng smooth and. brisk
throughout.

Six cast members each play ninc
or 10 different roles that cover a
span from childhood to old age, Kirk
Hanley, Duncan Meln, Joyce Moore,
Taraynn Razzoog, Jim Snideman
and Jane Zucatti are all marvelousty
adept at shifting persona in the blink
of an cye and L -

ot

‘Barbara
s+ Michals

pheasants. Children secm to clutter

Y/ P
izatlon with a few subtle strokes.

ZUCATTI'S SHARP cnunclation
seems too exaggerated In early
scenes, but she’s pleasing as a bubbly
little girl and very touching as a sen-
ile

deft and llvely p of tl
warm-hearted comedy. .

In a series of vignettes, the dining
room becomes a symbol for a van-
ishing way of life. The author
laments that people don't take the
time to cat in dinlng rooms anymore
or to fuss about gracious table man-
ners and the famtly china and crys-
tal,

The play's many cpisades overlap
slightly, so that two sets of charac- -
ters may briefly oceupy the stage si-
multancously but be oblivicus to

Hanley is particularly cffective as
Standlsh, the stodgy family head
dashing off to “the club” to defend
his brother’s good name.

Razzoag Is flne as the teenager un-
happy with dancing school and the
young mother trylng to cope with a
children's birthday party and the de-
mands of her lover at the same time.

Gurney's world Is peopled with
falthful family servants, preppy
pames like Winkle and Blnky, and
cocktall glasses adorned with
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APPLEGATE SQUARE, NORTHWESTERN AT INKSTER, SOUTHFIELD
Dining & Cocktails
EARLY DINNER SPECIALS
Served 4:30-6:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday

\

¢ choic®
Yous 6-95

your cholce of coffoo, tas or miik,

PETITE FROG LEQS » Roadhouac Stylo

BROILED WHITEFISH « with Raspberry Boutso Blanc
GRILLED PROVINI CALVES LIVER APPLEGATE
«with Snuteed Apples and onlons

SAUTEED BAEAST OF SESAME CHICKEN
«wlih Manderin Orango Sauco
Dinners include: soup, salad, polato, frash vogetables, broad baskot amd

FOR DINNER RESERVATIONS CALL: 353-2757
\_ HOURS: Mon.-Thurs, 11:30 A.M.-8 P.M., Fri. & Sat. 11:30 AM.-11 P.M, J

(This Halloween,

Calling all ghosts, gubline and ghouls!
v Tor an unboolicyable night
- waning at K100 PM <

Yester

Musie by Ruemptestitiviin
Searting O, 20st Tues.-Sat,
‘uniest
2o Iree tip lor two 10

Atlantic City (ingludes

$40in q Ts)

2nd Price; Froe wechend pachag

the Southficld Hilion

3rd Prices Free dinner for two

at L. J. Loophales
Complimentaey Halloween breakfast
[ﬂ\m ul 1M AM, Na coser charge

You must be 21 years ald.

make Hilton your haunt.

|
crday ' in the Southlicld Hittan.
There be music, dancing, prices and more?

" Festivities begin at 4.p.
. (4il'2 a.m.} with special |
“drink prices, complimen-
~tary hors d'oeuvres and’ .|
live cntcrlainmc_nl‘.
.1st PRIZE FOR'
BEST COSTUME.
“TRIP. FOR: TWO
LAS VEGAS!
plus many other prizes...
Judging begins at*11 p.m.

g i\ - 30100 Telegrapt
J[]VAN . .{(north of-32 .m‘l-;

642-2430"

up orderly whether they
are young ones at the breakfast
table, grown ones returning home

with thelr offspring after a bad mar- .

rlage, or grandchildren secking a
{ree ride on the family fortune.

For all, the dining room is a spe-
cial place filled with family memo-
rles, not necessarily all good ones.

tont, is a handsome sei with tradl-
tional furniture and old masters on
the walls. .

Barbara Michals:teaches high
school English and journalism in
Southficld. A theater critic for the
last 12 years, she is.an inveterate
playgoer who regularly catches
up on all the NewYork produc-

experlence at the Benchmark.
backdrop for superb continental
Impeccable service,

Monday through Saturday,

beginning at 6 pm.
Call 559-6500 for

Distinctive Dining
indulge yourself with an cxceptional dining ) ‘
The elegant decor serves as a dramatlc

wines, soft muslc, tempting desserts and

Cocktall and dinner service available

culsine, flne

Farmington's dlning room, de-

signed by Phil Hadley and Bob Batls-  tions.
O .- 7
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by Susan Cooper and Hume Cronyn
A folk Comedy with Music

Opens next Thursday at 8 p.m. -

for tickets call

: {350
(WWIM asterCare

A cuttunl program f Cavlind Unwers ty
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The Marquis Théatre
R

presents
Live on Stage

Broadway's Hit Comedy! .
Arsenic

currently enjoying its tiest revivil on Broadway
SELL-OUT IN NEW YORK!
QOct. 31, Novormber 1,2, 7.8,9. 14,15, 16
ning ~

Fritay Evenng Satupiday ¥
LR X

$7 $8
Tuckets avidlable ad the door or fE0M Tickets in advance by tvle
‘The Marquis Stores Visas, MasterCard or At
135 €, Main Stioot  Northylle 349.8110/349-0;
10% Graup Rale Savings Avaltable lar 20 or Mora

ity
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Brunch so good,
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you might forget the game.
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Enjoy Detrolt's favorite Sunday brunch befare the-

Lions' game, then catch our Express Bus .

10 the Siiverdome. Call for rescrvations.

g
Kingsley Tnm ... -

Woodward ai Long Lake Road » Bloom{leld Hills ¢ 642.0100
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MONEY SAVING WEEKEND

INCLUDES: f

+ COMPLIMENTARY CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
(Avsorted Bakery Danish, Mulfins, Bagels, Juices, mb.RcElAr.}:.?a

* LARGEST INDOOR POOL IN AREA
(Whirlpool & Universal Exescise Room) ‘

* FREE SHOWTIME MOVIES®

« DELUXE ROOM Uptod peoptel
Plus Tax

s3995* Per Night .,

caLt 3565500

HAMPTON INN - HOTEL
10 NORTHWESTERN HWY,
SOUTHFIELD, Mt

Tipires 129006
“Conjes mar o promsind spen oovival, deasoble For, Sar, w $00 ONLY




