10D¢8,F) O&E _Thursday, Octobar 30, 1986

ozart’s Requiem highlights season

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal wrller

Mozart was tho only composer on

the latest Detroit Symphony Orches- 88

tra program. Among the many
moods and emotlons evoked by his
music, few are as effective as the
use of minor keys. And the minor
mode domlnated this unusual pro-

ststed of the Piano Concerto K. 491
in C minor, It Is the sceond of only.
two of Mozart's minor key concertl
from among the 27 listed. The other
Item, less often performed, is one of
the landmarks of classical music,

ram. the D Minor Requiem, Mozart's final
‘The flrst half of the program con-. work.

Consldered to be one of his most
overpowering creations, it is, ironl-
cally, not wholly written by him.
Portlons were completed by his pu-
pll Sussmayr. Judging by the fin-
ished product, the latter must have

MOT takes off
with ‘Butterfly’

By Mary Jane Doorr

At the opening of “Madama But-
terfly” at the Fisher Theatre, Maria
Spacagna revealed more of the love-
1y volce thal charmed Italian audi-
ences last year at La Scala.

Mlchig:m Opera Theatre’s “But-
terfly ™ was as refined and distine-
tlve as “Orpheus in the Underworld”
was experlmental.

Butterfly was composer Puccinl's
most-loved herolne and he would
have been delighted with this onc.
She was gentle, emotional, devoted,
{althful and too good for her world

— the tragic flaw that led her to sul-
cide.

American-born Spacagna’s Italian
was real also since she grew up
speaking It Her geisha-girl move-

able when he took Butterfly in hls
arms as she dled. His tenor volee
was passable, but devlod of feeling.
George Masscy gave an interest-
Ing portrayal of the American con-
suf, Sharpless. Massey’s baritone
was nlcely focused during the fragile

sltuation with Butterfly in the telter -

scenc, making It seem s difficult as
It would have been.

The MOT orchestra was under-
rehearsed, but still should have
sounded more pollshed because it is
under the able lcadership of Joseph
Reszelgo, last spring's “Turandot™
conductar.

‘The production continues through
Nov. 2. Tickets are avallable by call-
Ing MOT Box Officc at 874-SING.

ments, small stature and
more active Interpretation made this
broken-hearted Japancse bride come
alive,

Durlng the two-and-one-half hour
opera, Butterfly is on stage most of
the tme. Spacagna avolded any
harshness In her first arta, *Spira sul
mare,” by taking her high notes pfan-
Issimo, adding a soft touch that re-
vealed Madama Butterfly's fragile
character, Her famous Act I arla,
“Un bel di vedremo,” was delivered
with pawer and restraint.

THE WONDERFUL MICHIGAN
mezzo-soprano, Kathleen Segar,
(now with the New York Clty Opera)
sang her first Suzukl, a change from
her other roles. She blended exqui-
sitely with Spacagna In “Gattiamo a
mani plene”.

Unfortunately, Cornell MacNell
was disappointing as the ugly Ameri-
can, B.F. Pinkerton. MacNetl looked
the part of the all Amerlcan, well-
bred snob who married Butterfty ac-
cording to Japanese custom, laugh-
ing at the 999-year contract, as he
drank to the day when he would
marry a real bride.

MacNell's acting wouldn't con-
vince anyonc that Butterfly would
falt so in love with hlm as to wait
three ycars for his return while she
raised his son. Neither was
MacNel's change of heart bellev-
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been an unrecognized genlous or else
Mozart's Instructions and sketches
provided precise clues. Eilher way, a

good performance of this master-
plecc never falls to lcave the audi-
ence awe-stricken.

THE SOLOIST in the plano con-
certo was the Hungarlan artist, An-
dor Foldes, 73, making his DSO de-
but. The performance of thls work
turned out to be problematic. This
wasn't due to any incompetence on
the part of the DSO or Foldes.

This concerto Is a combination of
Intimate and large scale. The blg-
ness, however, only is implied by the
muslc. Any attempt to bolster it with
an claborate support system ls
baund to miss the mark.

Here, however, Maestro Gunther
Herblg and Feldes scemed to have
opposlln approaches, The delicate,

passages tended to sound
nnemlc in the shadow of the loomlng,
oversized orchestra. Both should
have made-some adjustments ~-
Herbig by cutting down on the slze of

the orchestra and Foldes by provid-
Ibg a little more body that weuld ac-
commodate the needs of a modern
concert hall _without sounding
Beethovenlan. Foldes, a fine pianist,
would make a much better Impres-
sion under different circumstances.
The impresslve performing forces

in the Requiem were the Detrolt’

Symphony Chorus together with so-
lolsts Marvis Martin, soprano,
Zcharal Gal, mezzo soprano, John
Aler, tenor, and Michael Devlin,
bass-baritone.

The orchestral and choral roles
were finely tuned. The fuges, possi-
bly Mozart’s best, were among the
most Impressive renditions I have
heard of this wark.

THE YOCAL SOLOISTS, each in-
dlvidually talented, tended to clush
collectively. Martin’s bright, high
pitch somctlmes -bordered on the
shrill and obscured Gal's expressive,
velvety sound which coutd have used
a little boost.

Devlin’s volee had too much vibra-

ﬁ& moyY'Ss

NOW -SERVING: SZECHUAN -AND. MANDARIN .FOOD

aneso Lunch 11-2
[ ch 11
DN%QQ%;OD Chinoss bimmer 35020 Jnvﬂm o0 Dinn 59130
For Resecvations £ 8D MONDAY
4273170 18325 Middiebett « Livonls

JAPANESE and CHINESE
Rastaurant

RS.
CHEF'S DINNER SPECIALS
s5 95

H FRY
‘4.50 ALL-vou CAN-EAT
SAT. DOC ALEXANDER
& HIS NEW ORLEANS
JAZZ BAND

27331 Fiva Mile, cor. of Inkster Rd.
HOURS: MON.-FRI, OPEN 113.m SAT. OPEN 5 p.m.

WED. SPZCIAL MENU AND DRINK PRICES FOR ALL

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL
0

cELeanA'll"E HA;;.DWEEN
SPECIALS FRI, & SAT.

$7 o5

or

BROILED

SALMON

STEAK

WED.-FRI. CHYPS POP 40

SAT.
NOV. 1st
HALLOWEEN
COSTUME PARTY
PRIZES

For Your Dancing Pleasure
"PROMISE”

< HALLOWEEN™
SPECIALS

AlaskanKing .
Crablegs °13.95

Shish Kabob *8.95
Broiled s

Red Snapper 9.95
Including soup, salad, bread
and butter.

Comptate Dinnor
Glass of Wina or Becr.

BANQUET FACILITIES
o, | FORUP TO 125 PEOPLE

» 38071 PLYMOU

STOYAN'S INN

Oftar Good 10-30-88 thru 13-15-88

These small flaws not withstand-
Ing, thls performance: Mozart's
masterplece was dBel of the
highlights of this scason}u far.

to In the lower range. While such [n-
dividual differences cant be com-
pletely ellminated, some adjust-
ments should have been possible.
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