atre Company's production

coming in the Enter

-
Happy journey
Kate Bernard of Livonia (left), Maureen Pickens of Farm-
ington, Jasse Heindl of Farmington Hills and Robart Rhone
of Redford portray the Kirby family in the new Unity The-

Trenton and Camden.” For more informalion, sce the up-

of “The Happy Journey to

pagos.
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Zany famlly makes funny show =
The Will-O-Way Repertory press.
Theatre production of “You Can't Dike Dwelley's soncrous voice and
Take It With You" i dellberate glve welght -
through Saturday, Nov. 29, in Bir-  to his wisdom, as Grandpa, who quit s

mingham. For ticket informa-
tion, call 644-4418.

Money can't buy happlness. So say
the zany characters in “You Can't
Take It With You,” the comedy clas-
sle pleasingly presented by WIill-Q-
‘Way Repertory Theatre.

The Sycamore family members
are unique [ndlviduals, cach content-,
edly pursulng his or her own vision
of happiness with llitle regard for
what the rest of the world might
think.

With a sllly grin and boundless en-
ergy, Lisa Andrews nicely deplets
madecap daughter Esste, who prac-
tices ballet — badly — and makes
candy that husband Ed, ahly per-
formed by Jeff Vizachero, delivers
to customers when he lsn't playing
the xylophone or cranking out

Comedy ‘Alone Together’ needs more momentum

Performances of “Alone To-
gether,” presented by the Avon
Players, continue through Satur-
day, Nov. 22, at the playhouse in,
Rochester Ifills, For ticket infor-
mation, calt 7394600,

The Avon Players productlon of
“Alone Together,” a contemporary
comedy, Is low-key and spotted with
alack of enthustasm.

The staging has merlt In that it

does deflne playwright Lawrence
Roman's scathlng indictment of the
new breed, *me first® gencratlon.
The comie rendering projects insight
Inte one more facet of the aver-
worked generation gap theme,
Basleally, the Butlers, George and
Helene, rejolee when the last of thelr
three grown sons leaves the nest.
Long carned and long overdue peace
and privacy is promised. Predlct-
ably the rejofeing s short-lived as

strange on his printing

cach sons returns.

Each junlor Butler Is a walking
product of the '60s, a self-centered,
non-conforming Indlvidua), without
conslderation for his parents' sensl-
tivity.

The clashing of the two value sys-
tems, traditienal and upstart, en-
dows the comedy with complex
touches and in turn becomes a time-
1y social commentary.

the business world cold one day and
has spent the last 35 years attendlng
college commencements and catche
ing snakes,

DEE DEE Addison is a perky, con+
vineing Allce Sycamore, the daugh-
ter who, for some incxplicable rea-
son, went to work In a Wall Street
office, where she fell in love with
Tony Kirby (Lou Jaros), the boss's
son, Jaros s likeable as Tony, who
quickly understands that the Sy-
camores have & lot more going for
them than money can buy.

Trying to justify her family's pecs
uliaritles to the very popular Kirbys
proves Alice's undolng. She loves her
cecentric family too much to let the
Kirbys disdaln them,

Most other performances are fine,
includlng Dee Dwelley as Penclope
who writes unfinlshed plays because

/" Barbara
Michals

a typewriter was delivered by mls-
take eight ycars ago; Carl Fisho as
husband Paul, who tinkers with fire-
works In the basement, and Phil
Pugsley as Mr. DePinna, the iceman
who made a dellvery there many
years ago and just stayed on.

George Martin and Shirley Brewer
are quite bellevable as Tony's par-
cnts, stodgy but not overly snooty.
Jim Ennis docs a funny bit as the
outraged IRS man confronting
Grandpa, who refuses to

Weiss adds a touch of class as the ..}
down-at-heel Grand Duchess Olga. ™ .. ¢

Under dlrectior Cella Merrill |, ;:
Turner, paclng slows occasionally,
not always capturing the whirlaglg
nature of life with the Sycamores,
The spartan set is indeed appropri-
ate for a famlly that shuns material-
Istle values.

Barbara Michals teaches Ma); o
school English and journalism {n ;¢

pay taxes,

C.J, Nodus is amusing as the out~
apoken Boris Kolenkhov, Essle's
Russian ballet teacher, and Etleen

A theater critic for the

last 12 years, she is an inveterate ..
playgoer who regularly catch
u'p on all the New York produ
tions.

As o whele, the con-

veys the play's staterment, It is
rather a simple one to make, al-
though Jlm Warner's dlrection al-
fows the players to piod through a
languishing flrst act before gather-
Ing momentum for a commendable,
well-charged sceond act,

Suc Warner as Helene, the harass-
¢d mother, carrles the entire produc-
tlon. She displays a strong flair for

Frank

Hursley

comedy and is vocally effective
when the homestead is invaded.
Robert W. Schultz projects a laid-

who Is anather uninhibited prnduci ~
of the new wave, also invades the-.:
premises, For a touch of originality, .

] . ' ] » back senlor Butler, However, he she is a (orcrﬁ:uer ina muvemcx;: B
{ ‘Oliver!’ suffers from cast with colds o gl iy b, S

The Troy Players production of
“Oliver!” continues through Sun-
day, Novw. 23, at the Troy Commu-
nity Center. For more informa-
tion call §79-1285.

Licnel Bart's musical *Ollver!”
based on Charles Dlckens' expose of
{ondon’s workhouses, gin mills,
thieves and street Jife needs good
dancers and goed veices to come
alive. Alas, the Troy Players produc-
tlon of “Oliver!” seemed to have a
cast stricken wlth flu.

Directed by Connie Patrick, the
cast trled to glve Its all, but Chrlisto-
pher Locke, who looked scary
enough to play Bill Sikes, had laryn-
gitls, and “Ollver!* without a scarlfy-
ing Bill Sikes Isn't an “Oliver!™

The workhouse children who dou-

bled as Fagin's boys sang in a high
treble broken by hoarse notes. Ken-
ny Grider as Ollver sang clearly and
did a nice rendition of “Where Is
Love!” Kenny and many of the chil-
dren, especially the little girls dou-
bling as boys, displayed splrit.

Deena Pearlman as Nancy castly
stole every scene without trying to.
Her clear volce and ability to act
transcended the production. Pearl-
man badly nceded somcone to act
with, but plucky Brlan Armburst as
the Artful Dodger was unintelliglble
and so was the hoarse Stkes.

STEPHEN KIERSEY got in some
good moments as Fagln. Alone on-
stage, Kiersey gave an amusing ren-
dition of that clever song, “I'm Re-
viewing the Situation.”

Several people sittlng near me

commepted that they always enjoy
the Troy Players “smaller produc-
tions.” T concur, In fact, I have seen
several stunning plays done by this
group — plays that use one good sct,
ptays that make full use of the deep
stage and don’t call upon technical
asscis this theater doesn't have.

The 40 actors and the crew In-
volved §n *Oliver!” try thelr hardest
to usc their playhouse well, but

sometimes less is more, I wish a full
recovery o cveryone who gamely
got up onstage with the flu — or
even a cold.

Helen Zucker has many years
of experience reviewing for
newspapers and magazines in
Michigan, New York and Massa-
chusetts.

table talk

New Beaujolais

Hogan's Restaurant In Bloomficld
Township will cefcbrate the arrival
of Beavjolais Nouveau {from 10 p.m.
Wednesday to 2 a.m. Thursday. Be-
cause of strict French wine regula-
tions, the wine cannot be served unttl
midnight. A spectal menu, to com-
plement the wine, also wlll be fea-
tured,

Wild game

A scven-course gourmet mcal s
scheduled for Monday, Nov. 24, at
Hogan’s in Bloomfleld Township.
Buffalo, wild boar, venison and other

autumn fare will be served at Wild
Game Night. Tickets are $35 per
person. For reservations, call 626-
1800,

For wine buffs

A shipment of Beaujolais Nouveau
is destined for the 333 East in the
Omni International at Millender
Center In Detrolt. The wine arrlves
at 12:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 20,
when 1t will be rushed to the Omnl.
Avallable through December at the
restaurant or at Tastings, the lobby
bar, will be Gorges Du Boeuf at
$3.29 a glass or $16.45 a bottle, A
{ocal wine being offered through De-

cember Is L. Mawby Turkey Red
from Michigan's Leelanau Peninsula
at $2.99 a glass or §14.79 a bottle.

Special dinner

The Lark in West Bloomtleld will
hold a Back-East Dinner at 7 p.m.
Monday-Tuesday, Nov. 24-25, Mary
and Jlm Lark, the restaurant’s own-

LEMD-USHNE
Lot  GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILAI

FIRST CLASS SUPERSTRETCi LIMOUSINE
SERVICE FOR A;.L YOUR NEEDS — Weddings.
™ e Anniverias

" T <BY.HUNTERGON

£ SLRVING tnis

OURSHLCIALTY
Newbom

ers, wlill offer thelr favorite dishes
from other restaurants they visited
recently. Honoring Le Cirque in New
York City, there will be Fettuecini
with Shaved Fresh White Truffle,
and from the Robert Morris Inn in
Oxford, Maryland, there wlill be
Fresh Chesapeake Bay Blue Crab
Cake. For more informatlon about
the multicourse dinner, priced at $60
per person, call 661-4466.

- ONE'HOUR _.’

1nd Aitport Teansportation, Lunch Special, omecomings, Prom
When The Need Arises to Make Any Event Special

ies and Darces
unterdon

N « Call 1 For («pnur':l'-(hjé c
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to Remember

For an elaborate Thanksgiving Day dianer, eajoy
the Tradiional Pilgrims’ Feast a1 the Northficld Hitton,
‘This speceaculag buffer, from 10:30 a.m, uotil 5 p.m.,
features curkey and all the trimmings, along with an
impressive artay of salads, soups, altermtise entrees,

segetables and desserts.

e ¢e sons are Keith (Joe
Canu),- Michael {Chris Parker) and
Ellioit (E.J. Nolan). Each In his own
way unwittingly - monopolizes the
Butler household. The trio of per-
formecs, Ustless at times, manages
to create a churlish atmoesphere.

Janle Johnson, a young female

slons to her Janie. Lt

Bill MacNelll deslgned a well-d .
talled set depleting the Butler rest-- .
dence. U

Frank Hursley of Birmingha
a sales engineer by profession, is
a longtime theater buff.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT _ "

* Mexican Cuisine » American Food

L Hoviond

» Kitchen open 'til 1 a.m.! Banquet Facilities for 120 people

'S
CRUISIN' WOODWARD ENTERPRISES
Featsting: Jeff Margolick and Jason Panitch, Dance 16 30's and 0's
unes every Triday & Saturday from 9 p.m.to 2 a.m.

280 E. WALTON » PONTIAC« 335-7106
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. til 2 a.m., Sun. 4 6l 11 pm,

Salad Service with French
Mashed or Sweet Potatoe

Beverage.

Machus |
Thanksgiving

From 12 Noon Until 7:00 P.M.
Our Special Dinner Menu includes: Soup; Machus

Dressing; Gravy and Fresh Cranberry Sauce;

Pumpkin Pie topped with Whipped Cream; and

Just 12.95

Reservations Suggested

Or enjoy with family and good friends a whole
roasted turkey served at your table for groups of 6
ormore — you carve or we carve with all the same
trimmings and at the same low price of #72.95 per

Bread; Roast Turkey with

s, and, of course, Machus

Prices ase only $13.30 fot adults, §11.93 for
seniots aad children uader 12 just $2.95, Tots under
four are free. A prices plus tax and geatuity.

For reservalions call 879-2100.

person. 48 hours advance notice.

Or give your chef at home a break, take out from
our oven to your kitchen a roasted, stuffed turkey,
up to 20 pounds, with a delectable Machus Pump-
kin Pie for dessert.

Make this Thaoksgiving memorablestthe |

Northiietd Hiltpn.

1

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crnoks Rosd a1 1-75, Troy, Michigan 48098
8792100

Banquet Facilities for your
Christmas parties, beautifully
decorated for the hofiday
season. Just a few chaoice -
days available. Call for infor- o
mation. * -

The exciting Champagne Brunch at the Bistro M s a
feast for the eyes and palate. \

Spectacular resh fruit. omeleties to order, hot carved
jiems. chilled salads. pastries galore and the champagne
flows

Every Sunday from 11 im to 3 pm $14.95 for adulls,
senfors just SIL95 and $6.95 for children under 11 All
prices plus tax and gratuity.

Call 559-6500 for rescrvations

15

Michigan Inn, 16400 |L. Hudson Drive, Southficld. Michigan,
313/559-6500

725 South Hunter
Birmingham

642-6900 5




