 you from the Med!
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Take a Caribbean tour and see Europe

You have Jii watched the Chang-
Ing of the Guard and now you are on
your way lo a cricket mateh, with a
stop for high: tea along the way.
Where are you?

“You haveYour Spanish-English
dictlonary in your band and are
ready to tour a 16th-century church
called Santa Maria la Menor, What
capltal city is_this and how far are
iterrancan Sea?

‘You have changed your dollars for
French francsi-bought Chateau Laf-
itte-RothscBlld for your Uncle Henry
and now you are sitting in a sldewalk
cafe eating French pastry. You are
In a Department of France, but
which onc I8 1t?

London, Madrid and Paris? No.
the answers are: Nassau, Bahamas;
Santo Domingo, Dominican Repub-
lic; and Basse-Terre on the island of
Guadeloupe.

1f you made a high score on that
litle qulz, you may already know
that the Old World is allve, well and
speaking many:languages on the Is-
lands of the Caribbean, If you stayed
home this year. because the dollar Is
going down and terrorlsm is going
up, you may be able to take part of
the Grand Totir after all, with the
U.S.A. only a few miles away.

THE ISLANDS of the Caribbean
cover 2,000 miles ecast and south
from the Gulf of Mexlco to the coast
of South Amerlea, although they
bave the same emerald green warm
water seas thit we assoclate with
the Caribbean. Bermuda Is also In
the Atlantle, on a parallel with
Charleston and Savannah.

The true Caribbean starts with the
large lslands of Cuba and Hispanicla,
and curve llke a long bony tall cast
and south to- the South Amerlcan
coastal countrics of Columbla and
Yenczucla, You might expect the
West Indles to offer you a unlfied
culture, but every island has Its own
character, determined by the peopte
who settled and ruled it.

The Spaniards discovered most of
the Islands, but the Spanish culture
predominates now only In Puerto
Rlco and the Domlnican Repuhlle.
Guadeloupe,” Martinlque and thelr
:npendcnl Istands are French-spo-

en.

b
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conitibuting trave! editor

Dutch, Spanish, English and Papl-
amento are In the Netherland An-
tllles. Most of the Islands ended up
withln the British empire, s0 most of
the islanders speak English. What-
ever the language, cach little plece
of coral rock speaks it with a Carib-
bean accent.

TO REDISCOVER America, start
on the large Island of Hispanlola,
where Christopher Columbus ran the
Santa Marla aground on the north
shore during his flrst voyage to the
New World in 1492,

His brother Batholomew hullt the’
city of Santo Dominga [n 1496; today
it is the capital clty of the Dominl-
can Republic, which shares the Is-
tand with the smaller, poorer, politl-
cally troubled natlon of Haitl.

The frlendly Inhabltants of the Do-
miniean Republle have restored San-
to Domingo so that you can cover the
beautiful old Spanish city on a watk-
ing tour. Stay In one of the fine city
hotels or 80 miles away in Casa de
Campo, which Is one of the most
complete resorts in the Caribbean; it
has regular pole matches and a
recreated  16th-century Mediter-
ranean Village called Altos de Cha-

von.

A walking tour of Santo Domingo
is very slmilar to the kind of Old
World walking tour you would take
in any historle European elty.

The Aleazar de Colon was the
home of Columbus' son Dlego and his
descendants. Santa Marla la Menor,
the cathedral built in 1540, has a

- splendld altar, a sliver carillon by
Cellini and the tomb of Christopher
Columbus.

SUCH TOMBS can be found elsc-
whete, In Cuba or In Spain, for ex-
ample, but there is strong evidence
1o supgest that this is the real thing.

The most interesting building in

the old clty may be tho Muscum of
the Casa Reales on Calla las Damas.
Two carly sixteenth century palaces
have been jolned into ‘g museum
showlng Spanish colonial 1life
through artifacts, tapestrics, maps
and the salvage of old shipwrecks.

‘There Is, of course, a modern slde
to Sante Domingo, complete with
shopping centers, hotels, restaurants
and discos.

CARIBBEAN NETHERLANDS —
Flip through a AAA gulde bock on
the Caribbean and you will note that
Columbus sighted, discovercd and
named many of the islands, aithough
few of them remained long under
Spanish rute, The Dutch, French,
English and Spanish merchant ships
fought recurring wars to win the rich
bounty of the Indies, each leaving an
indelible mark on speclfic warm wa-
ter islands.

Crulse into Willemstad, ecapltal
city of the island of Curacao, and you
may wonder if the captain turned
the wrong way and took you by mis-
take into an Amsterdam canal.
There they are, leaning over the wa-
ter, biue and yellow and white clap-
board houses rising high and narrow
above the shorellne, bending over
the waterways exactly as they do at
home.

On the Dutch-inclined streets are
European goods on sale at excelient
prices because of the very low im-
port duty. This is a European tour of
the Carlbbean so you will be shop-
plng for china and crysta); Island
crafts can be bought In varlous ls-
land destinations, either in speclalty
shops or In colorful street markets.

The Willemstad on the waterfront in Curacao refiects the

city.

in St. Martin. If you want lwo Euro-
pean countrles for the price of one,
thisis(t.

~

FRENCH PASTRY, HIGH TEA —
St. Martln, one of the island depend-
encles of Guadeloupe, is, ltke the [s-
land of Martinlque, actually part of
France. These Islands have thelr
awn representatives in the French
government. They carry French
passports, spend French francs and
sing the French natlonal anthem.

To see a perfect example of Eu-
rope in the New World, drive from
the casinos and the duty-free shops
of Philtpsburg, capital of St. Maar-
ten, which Is Dutch, to the French
cafes and the nude beaches around

- Marigot, the French capital of St.

CURACAQ is also a good place to
trace the history of the Jewlsh com-
munity in the New World. Jews who
were driven out of Spain, and later
out of South Amerlca, came by a
route to these Catlbbean
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islands. Historic synagogues are
found on many islands, but Mlkve Is-
real Synagogue, bullt in 1732 In Wil-
lemstad, is belleved to be the oldest
Jewish synagogue in the Western
Hemisphere.

Curacao is one of the Islands of the
Netherlands Anthles, which Includes
the ABC Islands of Aruba, Bonaire,
Curacao, as well as St. Eustatlus and
St. Manrten. Note the double & in the
Jast name or you may land by mls-
take on the French slde of the island

Martin. In both cases, you wiil {lnd
qualnt old houses converted to res-
taurants.

Qf course, many Americans go to
Europe to see the British Isles, Cold-
stream Guards and all. Perhaps no
other nation left its stamp on the
Caribbean istands more firmly. than
England. Anguilla, Bahamas, Barba-
dos, Bermuda, Grenada, Jamaica,
Trinldad, the Britlsh Virgin Islands
and many more of the islands are
part of the C and call

T n i, e
— photos by MICKY JONES

of Dutch archil e in the

the queen's portralt hanging high in
government house,

TEA 1S/SERVED every day at
“half after four” in Barbados, where
cricket [s the main spectator sport.
An authentic European clolster slts
atop a hlll en Paradise Island, The
Britlsh love of farmal gardens left
glorlous public flower patches be-
hind In most of the Britlsh islands,
Le. the Royal Botanic Gardens of
Port of Spain, Trinldad, and the Ar-
dastra Gardens and Botanic Gar-
dens, both on Chipplngham Road
near Fort Charlotte in Nassau,

Old forts are found all over the is-
lands, but the most colorful and pho-
togenic of the Eurol souvenirs
left behind In the Carlbbean may be
the vatlous pollce forces, London.
style bobbies in white helmets and
police bands that look tlke the Cold-
stream Guards.

The Changing of the Guards can
be seen at 10 a.m. every second Sat-
urday in front of the Government
House In downtown Nassau,

In the Bahamas in carly Novem-
ber, you can also watch the Remem-
brance Day ceremonles on Nov. 11 in
the Garden of Remembrance.

You don't have to go to Buck-
Ingham Palace to eee the
changing of the guard. it's a
regular ceremony for the
Royal Ok Bahamas police
force in Nassau, complete
with all the trimmings of
BuckIngham.

Ellzabeth queen.

Many of the island capitals were
named for Britlsh monarchs: George
Town, Grand Cayman; St. George's,
Grenada; Kingstown; St. Vincent;
Kingston, Jamalca. All of them have
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CULELEEN  activitios: dance
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foaturing Club Chichiriviche

12 DAYS/6 PORTS
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norder. Let AAA Travel

Hawalinn Islands
7 Nighta ln Waiklki

Adjustment.

Daily routine got you down? Had it up to hese with gray skios, show
blowers and wind chill factors? Sounds like a litle “latitude adjustment” s
ency arrange a special trip 1o your tavorite
placa in he sun. We could change your whole attitude toward winter.

Grand Cayman island
7NIights from $5992

Florlda Alr Chartcrs
Round trip air fare

»

from $850* A Doc'. Iglhmugh Do'cmrt; ‘Sglzng‘;nn .
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