OoCC seeks hi

By Tim Richard
stafl wrlter

More and more new sudents at

. Qakland Community College will

fInd thermnselves in a four-hour “Suc-

cess Seminar” — a battery of place-

ment tests and some realistic coun-
seling.

“It's pretty much a natlonal phe-
nomenon,” sald R. Stephen Nichol-
son, chancellor of the five-campus

* OCC, clting twin advantages:

& For students, it's a higher

chance of success in college — bet-

.

In fall of 1985, some 500 students
were run through (he program,
known as “ASSET" -- for Assesss-
ment of Skills for Successful Entry
Transfer, This fall some 2,800 per-
sons were run through, about ene-
third of all newcomers, Nicholson
sald.

“I1T'S AN ADDED scrvice,” the
changellor sald. “We can’t allow
them (o step in anyplace. You can't
read at a college Jevel just because
you're sincere or think ‘you can do
this — fust turn it on.’

ter and
courses In English, reading and
math, If they need It.
* @ For the college, it's a higher
. student retention rate and the knowl-
edge you're giving cllents what they
really want.

0OCC, LIKE two-year colleges cve-
rywhere, has an “open enrotiment”
policy. Almost anyonc can walk In
the door and slgn up for a class,

“People tend lo use a community
college ltke a llbrary — as a e~

. source for Informatlon, even for a
Ph.D.,” Nlcholson said.
Sometimes the person wants a
* parilcular sectlon of (say) a market-
ing course In order to run his/her
" own store. The student spends a few
weeks in class untll that segment Is
- completed — then walks out without
* taking the exam or geitlng a mark,
. pecfectly satisfled.

But the college doesn’t know, for a
fact, that that's the case. And so part
of the new program follow-up con-
tact.

30 percent of stu-
dents drop oul before finishing high
school, If they've been out of school
a while, they can’t expect to walk in
and be successful In a Shakespeare
course.”

Early results Indleate that two-
thirds of Incoming students need
some devclopmental English course
work at varying levels, Similar re-
sults popped up in the reading ond
math skills assessments — standard
tests developed by Amerlcan College
Testing program.

Exempt from altendance are
transfer students who already have
college degrees or 62 scrin!lor cn.:d-

work on the ‘convoy’ principle — the
cntire convey moves at the speed of
the slowest ship.”

There should be fewer dropouts
due to frustration. "We get hit over
the head in the Leglslature with the

number of students who are non-de-
gree and who don’t complete a pro-
gram,” Nicholson added, The Legls-
lature provides about one-third of
0OCC's operating budget.

So far, any evidence that AL, v i»

Its; students In pp
programs; and certaln “‘guest” stu-
dents.

CLIENT SATISFACTION, a big
trend In business, is spreading to col-
leges, too. In addition, ASSET has
other advantages to the college.

“We get more heterogencous
classes," sald George Cartsonis, col-
lege information offleer. “Classes

ia trivet b

Thisy
enough to hang on a wall, In silverplite and enamel, $15,

A TRIVET OF GOOD TIDINGS

y protects your table and is pretty

2

charles w.

LI G (E

WARREN

AONTRSET AL (111 480 K11
TaaAe

DAl - PR DAL

Thursctay, Docomber 4, 1086 O&E (D)5A

gher studeint success rate

worklng i anccdotal, Nicholson sald.

be better. able to predict a student’s
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FEDERAL TAX RELIEF FOR
YOU BEFORE DEC, 31st 1986

How you benefit from vehicle donations to VOA

Volunteers of Ametica Is a
national non-profit organlzation.

Donatlons to YOA up to 1/2
your adjusted gross income are
deductible by law.

Your dollar value “credit
receipt” for cars, trucks, RV's,
motorcycles. campers, boats and
other state [lcensed vehlcles
donated to VOA, atc based on
Blue Book and BUC vafucs.

The vehicles are sold direclly
by VOA to the underprivileged
and general public at very
reasonable prices.

The Income supports YOA
social rehabltitation programs that
do not generate Income.

Personnel at VOA handle all
paperwork requlred by the State
of Michigan, whether you donate
or buy,

For all information, call USA-5000 or 1-800-324-4321,

MELP YOURSELF BY HELPIRG THE UNDERPRIVILEGED,
Remember, December 31 [s only days awayl

Volunteers of America - Michigan Chapter
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The evening robe of jot black cotton velvet is chouble-breasted with chinestone
buttons, long taperecd stooves, anda trec skist. n siees X5, 5,125,
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A unique and uscful gift that's sure to
delight. A must have for ice cream cannoisscurs.
The must recent addition to our Sheffield
silverplate scrving accessorics, $15.
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Women’s
Fall Clearance

Now In Progress

Now is
the time
to save on
selected a
tailored clothing
and sportswear
of uncompromising
quality and value,
along with
personal service
and expert
alterations.
Hurry in
for best
selection.

Opperd Cpper

Chaagn Wabash at Madion (311 236- 1800 7 Ofd Ot ha
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JOakbirook




