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5) W: W. EDGAR : - Livonia, after’ viewing the oil
Ford-Motor Co., named as : spouts in the river and meet-
the source of the reddish-whitd | + ing: with the officials who lo-
oil that fouled the Rouge River : cated the trouble.
last week, has been asked
remedy ‘conditions at the Ford officialsacknowl
venia transmission plam and * the blamz, placed it on "nu-
clean up “the mess;" . man error,” plan to take bids
The requesi was issued by next week on corrective facili-
Edward Ml:\amma mayor 01 ues. and- say those facilities

will be completed in about a
year.

In his latier to Frank Kallm
manager of enviromental con-
trol for the Fard Motor Co.,
Mayor ! slaled

“THROUGH lhe coopera(lun
of Ford plant personnel, the
source of the oil within the
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plant has been eliminated;”

There are,- however,- large
quantities of oil residue which

“have been impounded in sev-

eral back water areas down-
stréam from the outlet. For
example,. immediately east of

Merriman al Middle Rouge

River crossing’ Edwatd Hlx\es
Drive.
“1 feel that-it is lncnmbenl

upon the Ford Motor Co.,.to" .

collect as many of ghese .oil
deposits as posstble before far-

ther_pollation .of downstream
‘areas takes place.

o “I trust that 1 may have
your cooperation in resolving
this matter.”

After releasing the contents
of ‘this letter, Mayor Mc-
Namara said he would give the
company a reasonable amount
of time to nzmzdy conditions
.and-clean up the river before

“taking any further action. He

didn’t say what action he
might — or even could — take,
Asked- what he meant- by

=
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yoltTm life?
Are you persuaded that
happiness and satisfac-
tion are a matter of cir-

cumstance, something
you can't do anything.

about?

You can do something.

Anumber of people
(oday are 1|ndmg that
defi.

"* the mayor re-
plied: “about a week.”
o e e 2

MEANWHILE THE Ford

Motor Co. has, announced that: -

it is planining to'spénd approxi-
mately $750,000 for new equip-
ment in the transmission plant
that will seperate the oil from
the water and solve the prob-
lem for, perhaps, all time.
According to the word re-
leaged, by Mayor McNamara,
the company is planning to
take bids on Tuesday, Oct, 20,
for the nécessary equipment,
but_has let it be known that

.construction of the new sys-

tem will take about a year.\ -
In the group that viewed the

oily substance in the Rouge

Thursday merning, aside from

mla|y are within lhen
control, and that happi-
ness and satisfaction
increase as one gains a
clearer understanding *
of his true relationship
to God.
You can hear some help-
ful ideas on your right to
| ahappy, satisfying life
inatatk by Thomas O.
Poyser, an experienced
teacher and practitioner
of Christian Science.
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nmm. nmb-zx
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.:, BT Ear. P]ease have your|
head read this important
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with the ears’ best
friends at WHFT:

Mayor McNamara: were State
Sen. Sander Levin, Demo-
cratic candidate for the gover-..
nor, and the mayors of several
cilies on the downstream side
of the Rouge.

“This is just an example of
what” has been going on“for
some time” candidate Lévin
stated, “and it is proof that
we need much sterner laws
and punishment for polluters.”

The reddish-white oily subst-
ance that fouled the Rouge last
week, was traced 1o its origin
at the transmission plant by
officials of both Livonia, West-
land and the state Michigan
Water Resources Commission.
working with the Ford Man-
agement'team.

WHILE THE source was
suspected the previous Friday,
it wasn't until Monday that
Mark Whitman, plant engineer
at Ford. called Livonia offi-
cials and confirmed that un-
known quantities of transmis-
sion oil had gotten into the san-
itary sewer.

It was staled that the oil

orrect Rouge Oil Leak

yent awry because of-a broken
pipe. .

_LATER, AT a mee(mg of
Ford officials, Livonia authori-
ties and C. Gill, of the City of

_Detroit Industrial Control, the

l’ollcwing points were brought

2

l The transmission oil let
into the sanilary sewer svslem
was caused by “human error”
within the plant and sleps are
being taken to avert rurmer
errors.

2. Insoluble oils are not al-
lowed within any sanitary
sewer system in accordance
with Detroit's policies cover-
ing sanitary effluent. Livonia
is a Detroit water-sewer cus-
tomer.

3. The Ford Mmor Co. is
aking .bids for a new treat-
ment system which should be
in operation within a vear.

4. Uetroit will test samples
o

taken by Livonia relaliv
possible pollutants in the
sewer system. The ﬁamplmg

would have to-becamplefed fy:
city (orces al cuy expense.

IRONICAL!.Y lhe
caused by 'the,. lgak at
transmission plant surfaced i
Westland in the area of Merr
man Road and’ Edward Rines,
Drive and affected 'many'
Westland residenls alnng k%
way.

K 50
gene McKmney ql Wesﬂzudl,,
was quick to join with Mayor,,
McNamara. In.asking that lhel
polluter clean p, the “‘mess};

.and to pay all costs mcurred
in the cleanup. N B
He was joined, by olhe
mayors inciuding John Can;
field, of Dearbarn Heights, in,,
the plap to relieve the taxpay:
ers of any expense to clean up -,
the river. A -

Y
“It isn't fair. to ask the resi

dents . and laxpzyersln meet.”
this expense,” McK)nney said;r

*and it is about time that lhel '

polluters foot the bill.

Ford Oil Leaks

Go Back To °64

Ford Moter Co.’s history of

oil leaks into the Middle Rouge
River goes back at least six
years. \
A slate Water Resources
Commission report in 1967 .
showed that Ford's transmis-
sion and chassis plant at 35200
Plymouth Aer Livonia, :had
problems évery year, without
exception from 1964 to 1967.

The WRC report on “Water
Quality Evaluation of the Mid-
dle Rouge Basin,”" reported on
in the Observer Newspapers
in -1967, said. this about - the

Ford plam.

“THE TEST track area on
the east side of ‘the plant is
served by the Ryder Drain,
which eventually discharges in
the Detroit sewer system.

‘The Levan Road sewer re-
ceives some of the wastes
from the plant. This sewer
runs west along the south side
of the plant to Levan Road and
then south to the Middte River
Rouge.

“The 72-inch outfall is lo-
cated just above where Levan
Road would cross the river if
it were extended in a straight
line.

*'The discharge of olls to the
river has also heen a problem
at this plant. The files of the
Water Resourcés Commission,
not discharges in 1364, 1965.
1966 and 1967.

At the time of the Septem-
ber 1966 survey. an irrides-
cent film of oil was ohserved
below the outfali while no visj-
ble oil film was observed
above the outfall.

“Samples collected on Oct.
21, 1966, revealed "43.0 mg/1
of oil and an estimated flow of
100 gpm in a sewer on the east
side of the plant.- L5 mg/l
of oil and an estimated flow of
50 gpm in a sewer on the west
side of the plant, and 24.8
mg/1 of oil in the Levan Road
sewer at Parkdale-Street. the
last manhole before the sewer
discharged to the river.
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“At (hxs ume the Le\an
Road sewer had an oil film on
the water surface with-a-oil®
odor at every manhole from
Ford Motor Co. to the ri
The discharge was causing

n
oil film on the Middle River ¥ H

Rougefrom the out[:ll on duwn- :
stream.

“A similar |rrmescenl oil

filni was observed on the river , ;

belnw the outfall on May 31,
1967, .
e . 1
THE WRC: r:porl (ur(h!r on
had this report: - :

“The Ford Motor Co. has =

‘mess’y

hired a consulting engineering §

firm to conduct studies of the

waste water discharges to the |
sewer system of their trans-~
mission and chassis division.”

Down the road; :the Chevro- -
let Spring & Bumpcr Plant at
*Plymouth and Eckles had also *
had an oil problém, with a
complaint to the WRC in May
1967. But the WRC .reported -\

in October that Chewy “is-cur~
rently having an oil separator
‘constructed in their storm
sewer.” It was completed
within a few months of the -

report. 03

Levin Asks
Stiff Fines,

Penalties

Alter looking at the oil curl-
ing up on the surface of the
Rouge River in Westland last
Thursday morning. State Sen. !
$ander Levin, Democratic
candidate - for governor,

{rol of pollution of our air and' .
water and stiffer punishment

. for the polluters.

: sounded a call for stricter con- 5 :

Marc Avety (6-10 am), ,
Lee Alan (10 am-] pm),
Joey Ryan (1-3 pm),
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you the biggest earache. .
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Y fellow friends, or fellow enemies. WEEH io's coveted "'Stick-itin- have your portait made for Christmas. '{

your-ear” award for being the most
obnoxious, noise-making person, place ‘
or thing I can think of right now.
Send nomination to: WHEI: Radio,
Box 404, Birmingham, Michiqan.
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