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If you have a news ftem or an
idea for a feature story or an
action picture with a Farming-
ton-area connection, send a
note to our downtown office at
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024.

TRASH won't be collected
on Christmas Day or New
Year's Day In either
Farmington or Farmlington
Hil

Is.

In Farmington Hllls, the
Thursday and Friday trash
collectlons during both
Chrlstmas week and New
Year's week will be delayed
one day — the Thursday route
will be covered on Friday and
the Friday route will be
covered on Saturday.

In Farmington, the Thursday
trash collectlon during each
week will be done as part of the
regular Friday trash collectlon.

BAGS n big one.

Farmington Hills resident
Paul Chism brought down a
record-size elk during the state
clk hunt Dec. 9-14.

He bagged a 882-pound bull
Friday [n Otsego Caunty. The 6-
year-old clk had a 14-point
rack.

The old record, a 664-pound
bull with a 15-point rack, was
set last year by a hunter from
Weldman.

COMING soon,

Dimitri’s, a shish kebab
restaurant, will soon open In
the former Hardee’s restaurant
on Grand Rlver in dowatown
Farmington.

1T°S rezoned.

Farmington Hllls City
Counclt has rezoned seven
acres on the the west side of
Orchard Lake Road, between
anlne nnd Firwood lrurn

Thursday, December 18, 1386
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Non- residential Iand values up

By Joanno Mulillow-ki
stall writer

By now, most commerclal and in-
dustrlal property awners in Farm-
ington Hills have received the ncws
they have been waitlng for — or
dreading — two years te hear.

The news is simple. Most Farm-
ington Hills commercial and indus-

Iran arms story
‘bashed’ press

trla} property owners most likely
witl pay higher taxes In 1987 due to
an average 30 percent fnereasce In
properiy tax asscssments.

The increased assessments are the
result of a major two-year reappra-
1sal of all commerclal and industrlal
pmperty In F;;{n;lnglon Hills, The

that the state requires property to be
assessed at for taxing purposes.

‘Though 30 percent is the average
Increase, many commerclal and in-
dustrial property owners' assess-
ments were more than doubled, City
Assessor Dean Babb said,

Under the rcappralsnl a property

up 1o the 50 percent market value

‘credibility: Kalb

By Shitloo Roso Idon
stalf writor

In the process of sending spare

‘I spent a half hour at
your Hol t Center

* parts to Iran, the
made a spare part of the State De-
partment.

Bernard Kalb, veleran newsman
and former spokes man for the U.S.
Department of State, included this
statemoent, with regret, in his re-
. marks to a large audlence of con-
. tributors to the Allled Jewish Cam-
paign at the Adat Shalom Syna-
gogue In Farmington Hills Tuesday
. evening,

A “plm:h hitter” for ABC news-

* man Sam Donaldson who was in-

" volved wlth the production of a

. speclal program on the Iran-Contra
scandal, Kalb was a surprise guest
speaker to some 500 people at the
fund-ralsing event.

“I'm auditioning to be Sam Don-
aldson,”" he quipped, “and I'm not
Marvin Kalb cither.”

Kalb rcfuscd all interviews, say-

{in West Bloomtficid)
this evening and found
it the most
extraordinary building
in the U.S.’

— Bernard Kalb
veleran newsman

Ing that he reports the news and
doesn't make it. However, the jour-
nalist became a major newsmaker
weceks ago when he resigned from
his post as foreign policy spokes-
man upon lcarning of the adminis-
tration's “dlslnformation™ tactics
involving Libya, and other interna-
tiona) affairs.

$100,000 — the
amount on whlch taxes are paid -

would Increasc to $130,000 for the
1987 tax roll. Or a $1 milllon assess-
ment would Increase to $1.3 milllon,
Babb sajd.

But that's still the average. Other
property owners' assessments in-
creased 60-80 percent, A more than
60 percent Increase In dollars means
a $1.2 milllon Inereased

SHOPPING CENTERS were the
hardest hit with the blggest nssess-
ment Increases because they had
long been under-appralsed. Apart-
atent complexes and hotels and mo-
tels also received slgnlftcant in-
creases, Babb sald,

to $2 mlltlon, for example.
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RANDY BGRST/stoH photographor

Former State Department spokesman Bernard Kalb was the ‘:‘

guest

ot an Allled Jewish Campaign program Tuesday °
Pleasa turn 1o Pago 13 nlghl at Adam Shalom Synagoguo. y
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Blaze
proves
costly

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

Steve and Wendy Blachford have
spent the Jast few days assuring 6-
year-old Courtncy and 9-year-old
Stacey that Sanla wlll arrive as
scheduled next week.

Alfter llving in thelr house on
Meadowlark for only 10 weeks, a
(Ire started in an clectrical cord un-
der thelr freshly cut Christmas tree
Monday, causing an estimated
$60,000 In damage to their house and
belongings, said Farmington flre of-
ficials.

Much of the contents — including
recently purchased Christmas pre-
senis — went up in smoke or are
damaged beyond repair. Some of the
items cannot be replaced: Wendy,
for cxample, lost a set of Hummel
tigurines she began collecting when
she was 7 years old.

“The klds are taking it pretty
well,” sald Steve Blachford from a
neighbor's  house Tuesday, "The
nclghborhuad is just great — open-
ing up their houses and everything.”

Plaaso turn to Page 7

Day care home issue goes to planners

specinl office di:Lrch 'nm

proponent was Brooks & Layne

gc]'{:lopmem Co,, Farmington
ills.

NEXT spring, look for
improvements to 20 baseball/
;ﬂﬁ:nll flelds in Farmington

‘The clty council has awarded
a 47,750 contract ¢

By Joanneo
and Casgy Hans
staft writers

‘Without g to, 1
feel this ordinance has
forced an underground
network of child care
providing because of
the needs of this

b 2

Landscape of Madison Helghts
tospread and fine grade
athletic infleld material at
school sites used by two local
youth baschall leagues,

STOP signs have been
approved for four Farmington
Hills Intersections.

‘The city councll bas
approved stop sigus for
sonthbound North Park Drive
traffle at Old Timber Road,
eastbound York Ridge Drive
traffic at Old Timber Road,
castbound Northwick Drive
traffic at York Ridge Drive and
southbound Claymore Drive
traffic at Regency Lane.

KEEP these numbers
handy for reference when
calling the Farmington
Observer: news line, 477-5450;
sports line, 581-2312; home
detlyery, 591-0500; classified
ads, 591-0900; display ads, 591-

0.

FOOTNOTES: A peck Farmington Hills City Council meeting, :
back into history — If you look Eight-year Councllwoman Jody Monday, the clty councll elected  him,” Sever sald.
closely the next tima you're Soronen is the Farmingion Hitls both Marks and Soronen to the hon- Councilwoman Jan Delan noml-
walking or driving by the City Council's new mayor pro tem-  orary posts. Counciiwoman Joan  nated Soronen mayor In 1980,
wul.hea:tcomer‘olﬁfugd 4 pore for 1987, Dudley was absent. “Jody has served the elty well,” Your Ohlervar
River and Farmington Road, sald Dotan, a former mayor, “I'm
In 1988, she wlll become mayor Councilman Terry Sever nomi- : Carrlor  will .
you'll sce the after-hour 1t the councll continues Its praciice  nated Marks, He lauded the former 70U to have known Jody all these stopping by thia wook o
depository on the side of the harter and pl: . years. colloct for tha month, Ploa:
1 National Bank of of electing the mayor pro tem as  charter and planning commlssion: Dolan d ted £ So h -
ormer Naticnal Bank o mayor. Current magor pro tem: er's accomplishments In city gov- dolan documented some of Soro- have tho money muuy and
Detrolt, which operated there p St Nen's governmental and communl ba suro to gat your recelpt
956 to 1064, pore, two-year Councilman Ben ernment. He referred to Marks’ te- ty invol I bershl b I's worth o $2.00 dI
from 4 Vilago Mall Marks, wiil begin hls one-ycar  bacity In his councll electlon at- 5}; 1‘:0 v::m;;xl .;fwm g P(l’{” '; on tho nexi clas:clgl‘:;né
Today'a VI ﬂ‘S: Farml o term as mayor at the first regular  templs, lacing defeat once and  panneast Mic 53“ Soatheasion advertisomont you placo in ¢
proviously was the Farmington counchl meeting In January when  near defeat a sccond time. Yo oS anc | seuticastern your hometown nowspaper. . .
State Bank and the Farmington M. Joe Alkateeb & h o Michigan Transportatlon Authorlty per. .
State Savings Bank. Jod s : : n’;{‘{' oe Alkateed turns over the 1 think that shows the commlt-  and Farmington/Farmington Hills
y oronen, incoming & 3 ment, determlinatlon of an individ-  Chamber of Commerce exccutlye
mayor pro tompore. In separate unanlmous -0 votes val and the people that support  director.

— Darlene Feldman
Farmington Hills

Farmington HIlls offlcials will
consider changing zonlng laws to
muke professicnal baby-sitting legal
In restdentlal areas.

At the request of Darlene Feld-
man — a Hills resident at the center
of a growing controversy over child
care In resldentlal areas — the
Farmington Hllls City Counci! asked
planning commlssioners to consider
amending the zoning law, The pro-
cess of reviewing the proposed
change and making a recommenda-

uun may take up to 90 days, officials
ald.

“Wlllluul mean- ¢
Ing to, T feel this S
ordlnance has &
forced an under- -
ground nelwark ofs
child care provid-
Ing because of the
neceds of this com-
munity,” Feldman
told council Mon-
day. “Obviously,
we have a lot of
young working familles tn order to
atford the homes here, and (t has
created this underground network."”

Darlene
Feldman

Her proposed ordinance change
calls for “state certified quality
home day care™ as a “permitted ac-
cessory use of land tn an RA-1, or
single family resldentlal zone™ and
that such use is not subfect to special
condltions.

division, They are concerned with
traffic problems, especially in the
winter, caused by parents dropping
children off at the Feldman resl-
dence. They also contend she is run-
ning a business, which they oppose.

Planning are ex-
pected to make a recommendatlon
to the counci), which could schedule
a public hearing on the lssue in
March 1987, Zoning Supervisor Hal
Rowe said.

Mcanwhlile, Feldman's nelghbors
contlnue to oppose the baby-sltting
service on Minglewood, a resldential
street In the Holly Hills Farms sub-

Marks
named

pholos by BOB SKLAR/statf photographer
Incoming mayor Ben Marks {left) with outgoing mayor Joe Alkateeb at Monday night's
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