Commercial, industrial property values rise
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Though Babb offered percentage
Jes of h

he refused to name the bustnesses
that recelved the blggest increases.
After the Farmington Hllls Board of
Review meets in March, a listing of
{he city’s top 15 commercial and In.
dustrial taxpayers will be puhllcly
released, Babb sald.

Approximately 1,350 commercial
and Industrlal property owners
receiyed notiflcation of assessment
changes last week, The notlfications
are simply to let property owners
know what their proposed assess
ments will be for 1987, Babb sald.

THE NOTIFICATIONS aiso in-
{form property owners that they have
an opportunity to review the pro-

ed assessments before an asscs-
sors board of review. Property own-
ers will meet with county assessors
rather than Babh and the clty's
three-member board of review.

“This [s for the benefit of the tax-
payer. This is not the board of re-
view that meets in March,” Babb
sald. “Thls does not clreumvent their
right to nppenl at the March board of
review.”

The assessors board of review wili
glve property owners an opportunity
to sce how county assessors derlved
the Property

“THERE HAS been so much
growth that It was all they (assessing
staff} could do to put the new oncs
{commerclal and industrial develop-
ment) on the rel),” he said, “It finally
caught up with us.”

Before 1983, there weren't enough
commercial ond industria) sales
from which ¢o develop trends that

County equalization staff used sev-
eral factors — income, market sales
and costs — to determine assess-
ments. “All recorded sales were
used.” Babb said,

Though Babb expects some prop-
erty owners wlll be Infuriated with
the new assessments, the reappraisal
was “the fafrest way of distributing

When the reappralsal was first
planned, some city olfictals admit-
tedly were afraid buslness owners
would conslder lcaving town when
they recelved thelr assessment no-
tices.

“We have gone to some lengths (to
ensure) that the level of asscssments
we're at 1s falr with the surrounding
arcas,” Babb said.

If Farmington Hllls businesses
moved to other communlties in the
hope of obtaining lower property as-
sessments “they would get the same
burden,” Babb continued,

The good news is that while as-
sessments are increasing, it's a sign
of how “fantastlc” the market Is, he
sald.

1 by chance the economy makes a
turn-around for the worse assess.
ments will drop accordingly. "1 think
wae have put enough thought into thls,
analyzed the market on a tradlllanul
buyer-seller-type basls, so we have a
safety margln In there if things turn
around,” Babb sald,

Even though increased assess-
ments generally mean more money
for clty coffers, a dollar for dollar
return is not cxpected. Factoys, such
as Lhe Headlee constitutional - tax

would prompt increased assess- thesclncrcusenu the property own-

limitation amendment, play a role In
ments, Babb said. ers.”

how much the city can tax,

owners can bring in any data they
have if they believe the new assessed
values put their property above the
$0 percent market value, Babb sald,

Any necessary corrections will be
made prlor to the official assess-
ment notlficatlons that go out to all
property owners — resldentiat and
no::I -residential — in February, Babb
sal

The assessors board of review met
Tuesday and Wednesday and plans to
mect again 9 a.m. to noon and 1-4
pm. Monday, Dec. 22, In Farming-
ton Hllls clty council chambers,

ASSESSORS WILL also meet
property owners In the first part of
January. Appolntments must be
made by 4 p.m. Monday, Dec. 22, by
catling Babb's office at 473-9584.

“Because it's a review process, we
will try to accommodate as  many
pr;lpﬁrly owners as we can,”" Babb
said.,

In October 1984, Oakland County
put Farmington lillls on notlee that
commerclal and industrial property

i assessments were far below the 50
- percent market value at which the

state requires all property to be as-
stssed.

Farmlington Hills officials had a
cholce, "If we hadn’t done something
they (the county) would have — a
factor flatly applied,” Babb sald.

A county-applled factor would
have been the easlest avenue for
bringlng assessments up to the 50
percent market leve), But that would
have meant that some propertics

 would have been assessed at more
than 50 percent market value, Babb
said,

Rather than paying a higher price
by contracting with a private flrm,
the city councll contracted with 0Oak-
land County to conduct the reappra-
isal. The slze of the project, which
100k two years to complete with the
help of 15 county assessors, was 00
bigofa pro]ecl {or the city assessing
staff, Babb

Without a doubt commerelal and
Industrinl assessments have been far
below market value. Because of the
Incredible amount of growth in
Farmington Hills — particularly
since 1933 when lhe economy made
an {;
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A Holiday Tradition
that saves you time

GRANDMA K'S Honey & Spice
SPIRAL SLICED HAM

Lu )uul \.mm. afes lerh help you seleet o
tancy & Spice SPRAL SLICED
i plrluml with the spovial nld wonld
ase Toarned 10 ¢y

Fully cooked, ready to serve

Hane are fully <nbed and resdy
(et — the finesl ham you'se ver sorsed
Place your order ot least one day m adiance

A Narlety of
PARTY TRAYS

Your Kaualhi utts Teay arecialnt Shep
you select a “Knmdhis' PARTY TRAY th
Wil ot 3 of yout ncah, o (umm.mp
Retiting 12y i the fincs and rwhest mea -

ucts, checses, breads and ganishes. Choose
{from uny driciouly dilferent Kowaliki Pany

1) — greal for bath homie and uffisc — nd
wure 1o please your budget,

Plase owe e ot leat e das i
at'any Konalski sre ar by calling 873-4200

Kowalski *“Kowality”
Since 1920

Traditional Excellence
22030 Farmington Rd. at Nine Mile 8026 Middlebelt at Anu Arbar Trail
F Weatlund

'armington
474-9650 261-8320
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weren't  keeping pace with the
amount of growth, Babb said,
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TOOLS FOR CHRISTMAS!

Are you looking for something
besides a neck tie

for Dad, Grandpa or that young

man starting a new household?

Check Our
Large Selection of
Hand & Power Tools and Accessories

H.A. SMITH Lumber & Supplies

28575 GRAND RIVER (near 8 Mile)
HOURS: Monday-Friday 7:30-5:30, Saturday 8:00-4:30

474-6610 or 535-8440

There’s no place

like the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House
for the holidays! We've d
stairway with trees, w:
dozen. Through Jan. 4, come join the cele- EDSEL & ELEANOR

bration during our regular tour hours mRD HGUS

WE'LL BE HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

Wednesday through Sunday, 1 te 5 p.m. {last tour
begins at 4 p.m). And during our extended hoursof 1to
8 p.m, on Dec. 4. 11, 18, 29 and 30 (last tour begins at
7 p.m.). Tours begin on the hour, [For ad-
ditional information eall (313) 884-3100.

the halls, rooms and
and poinsettias by the

MASTERPIECES AND MEMORIES

Taleven Hundred Lakeshore Rd. ¢ Grosse Pointe Shores, M1 AS2386 « (313) 85.4-3400

Adhmission charged » Closed major holiduys

ORCHARD-10 IGA
24065 Orchard Lake Rd. "
MON.-SAT. 8-9; SUN. 9-5

~

manuluctuwrs coupons .up to and including 50‘ {ace value.

- OTHER RETAILERS DO NOT DOUBLE ‘AFTER 50'. EXAMPLE:"

YA.75° COUPON AT OTHER STORES 1S WORT“ ONI'.TY 75¢.
AT~

STORES, A ‘1.0|I COUPON IS WORTH 'ONL'
ORCHARD-10' A DOLLAR. COUPON IS WORTH *

“one pmducl. Coupon-plus’ 100

‘of the item. All cigorotte coupons at face value, Offer in offect

!now through -Sunda:

(" Tableking
Semi-Boneless
Whole

Hams;

US.No.1 )
Idaho Baking

Potatoes

Whole or Sn'ainet?
Ocean Spray

Cranberry

- 58°

Limit 3 Please

IGA™ =¥

Tablerite

Borneless Chuck
Roast

$E39LB. Y,

Milk

Gallon
Jug

N
FAME Blue Bonneﬁ
2%
Lowgat

$159

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi,
Pepsi Free, Casfeine
Free, A B W 8 Yernors

Sliee  SF83

\_ Plus Deposit

Margarine

1 LB. PKG. IN
QUARTERS

California
Premium
Seedless

Navel

Oranges

10 LB.{ [,
BAG

N il

20 oz,
BAG

FAME

Frozen Green Peas

—




