Why chimneys must be cleaned

OW OFTEN shoulg a fir.
place  chlmney be
cleaned? Why do they
need ¢leaning?

A. When wood burns, It glves off
volatile gases. These gases ¢oo) and
condense as they travel up the chime
ney, formlng creosote.

With subsequent use, the creosote
is reheated and can ignite, causing a
fire up inslde the chimncy, In 1878
some 40,000 chimney fires In the
uUs. caused $23 million in damage,

A chimney fire that burns at up to
3,000 degrees can melt the mortar
belween bricks or send Maming
meteorites out over the vool and
yard, setting fire wherever they
land.

CREOSOTE buitd-up varies with
the type of burner uscd, type of wood
humcd and how the fircplace or

Faulty heaters
cause home fires

More home flres occur durlng win-
ter months than any other time of
year.

Proper space heater usc and
malntenance can reduce fires, ac-
cordlng to the Oakland County
Emergency Medleal Services and
Disaster Controt office.

“If restdents using spacc heaters
would take just a few minutes to
learn how lo properly operate and
maintaln space heaters, some tragic
and somettmes deadly home [lres
may be avolded,” sald Paul Phclps,
manager of Oakland County EMS/
Disaster Control.

EMS OFFERS these tlps to resi-
dents using space heaters to help
heat thelr homes this winter:

® Be surc your space healer [s in
good worklng condltion, They nced
frequent checkups and cleaning. A
dirty or neglected space heater s a
eritical fire hazard.

Waiver exam
set by OU

Walver exams for the Accounting
Assistant Diploma Program, offcred
by the Division of Contlnuing Educa-
tion at Oakland Unlversity, wili be
conducted at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan.
13, on campus near Rochester,

‘Advance reglstratlon and payment
of $10 per exam are ulred, To
register, call 370-3120, between 8
a.m. and 8 p.m. weekdays,

The walver exams allow enrollees
sufficlently experlenced in account-
ing to be excused frem taking two
courses In principles of practleal ac-
counting requircd in the 15-month
Accounting  Assistant paraprofes-
sional program which begins Jan. 19,
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Getting
settled
made
simple.

New-lown dilemmas fade
after a WELCOME WAGON
call.

As your hostess, it's my Job
to help you make tho most of
your naw neighborhood. Our
shopping areas. Community
opportunities. Spociat altrac-
tions. Lots of facts to save
you time and money. Plus a
baskat of glits for your tamily.
I'll be listening tar your call.
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stove is operated.

Woodburning stoves, because of
thelr high energy efficlency, form a
quicker bulld-up than traditlonal
flreplaces.

Soft wood, such as pine or cedar,
produce more creosole than hard-
woods, like oak or birch.

Slower buening flres result In

CHIMNEY FLUES should be in-
spected annually. The chimney needs
cleaning If bricks appear black or
“furry.”

The rules of thumb are: annual
cleaning for frequently used (45
times weckly); one cleaning every
three to flve years for occaslonally
used (12 times a month) fireplaces

or wood stoves,
g“"‘; g"““’“’ Bulld-up can be "'-" Chimneys can be cleaned elther
uced by your {! (cheek your local Yel-
high volume for a short time at lhc

low Pages) or by renting the equlp-
ment and dolng it yourself.

Creosote cannot be cleaned away
by the powder producis on the mar-
ket. These products contaln alumi-
num sulfate that Is of little use
agalnst creosote and may corrode
metal chimneys and cause a fire haz-
ard itsclf.

CHIMNEY CLEANING is not
hard — just messy. It can be done by
one person in about three hours,

A cool day (40 degrees) is the best
tlme to clean because the drait wlil
be pulled up the chimney and reduce
the dust from the opening into the
room.

heglnning nnd_end of use,

# Jaintain adequate clearance in
all directlons around your space
henter, Surrounding surfaces should
not be too hot to touch with your
bare hand.

® Keep all combustibles away
from the space heater, such as
clothes, curtalns, beds or

# Be sure your clectrical wiring
is adequate and.avold overloading
circults.

® Never use space heaters in the
bathroom or In wet nre.u. and never
touch cne when you are wi

@ Keep children away lmm space
heaters at all times,

® Use only safety listed cqulp-
ment, Electrle space heaters should
have the UL label.

are cleaned

up and down the chimney flue until
all the creosote has been brushed off
the bricks and the brush remains
clean. This can be done from the
{irebox or.the roef, However, if it's
done from the roof, less dust will
drift into the room,

After (he dust has settled Into the
firebox, a metal hand brush Is used
to serub the walls [nside the flrebox
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and up Into the flue; The damnper and
smoke shelf should also be dusted
Iree of creosote ash,”

Rather than vncuumlng up the
creosote, you might want to sweep it
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up and save it. Creosote makes an
excellent garden fertilizer.

Always wear goggles and a face
mask durlng chimney cleaning.

ECO-TIP; EMEAC, the East Mich:
igan Environmental Acuvn Council,
1s again selling-its hollday cards on
recycled paper, They have two pen
and Ink designs: a chickadee on &
green pine bow and a racoon playlng
with a red-ribboned Christmas pack-
age. These cute cards are $4 per doz-

You can get them by sending a
check to; EMEAC, 21220 W. 14 Mile,
Birmingham, 48010.

Include $1.50 postage and han-
dling for 1-3 dozen, $2.50 over 3 doz-
en or stop by and plek them up.
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glve the gift no one else does..
The gift that can save o life.

Instuntly summans help foc any
medical, police or fire cmergency
‘with Just & press of a button.
When your loved one needs help fast..

LIFECALL i lhele cvery hour

1’y lhe gilt for n llle time.
To learn more about the most
importaat gift of oll, contact:
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Southeastern Michigan  1-800-852-0997
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