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ESPITE CONTINUED
neighborhood objections
to a planned group home
for mentally it people on

Grayling Street, staff members are
being tralned, six people have been
tentatively sclected s residents,
and all final clity bullding Inspec-
tions arc approved for the state-
sponsored home,

According to Information pre-
sented at a mecting Dee. 11 at
Farmington Hills City Hall, plans
are moving ahead for the reslden-

mentally ill or emotionally dls-
turbed residents will llve. The
Grayling nelghborhood Is south of
Grand Rlver in the elty's southeast
corner.

State officlals trled to allay cltl-
2zen fears about the group home —
the first for mentally 111 people in
the clty — during the 2%-hour ses-
sion, which Involved employees of
the stale Department of Mental
Health, the state Department of So-
clal Services, the clty of Farming-
ton Hllls and scveral concerned
property owners on Grayling
Street, who have followed the lssue
from the beginning.

Also prcscnt were (hree repre-

tial slte on Grayling, *where six
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there," Cily Manager Wllllam Cos-
tick said. “It's my opinion . . . the
state intends to continue to put the
home on Grayling."

STATE EMPLOYEES answered

Home
Inc., the Ypsllnntl -based non-profit
group contracted to operate the fa-
cllity,
It was the third mecting between
state offlcials and residents re-
garding the group home since it
was proposed earlier this year.,

“IT ALL bolls down to the state
does what the state wants,” resi-
dent Walt Hayward sald. “It's sllly
to put this type of facility In the
heart of a nelghborhood.

“We talk about the rights of the
(grovp home) resldents,” Hayward
added. “What about the rlghts of
people who llve here? You're
throwing mentally i peaple in our
back yard, What about our rights
— nobody seems to care abott us.”

Another resldent

regi 4
treatment, group home residents’
backgrounds, how employecs are
trained, financlal pay rates and
other financlal group home consld-
eratlons, as well as questlons about
Renalssance Home.

DSS and DMH represcntatives
sald the new neighbors will not be
2 danger to themselves and others.
“Just because they've had treat-
ment doesn't mean they they can't
get better,” James Qulgley, dirce-
tor of the DSS Division of Adult
Foster Care Licensing, told the res-
idents.

“They are not prisoners of that
home ~— that Is indeed the whole
premise of adult foster place-
ment,” Quigley contlnued. “It has
been very successful. We want
them involved in the nelghbarhood,

sue the state because he feels llis
property's value will decline.

Before word of the state group
home was official, Demltri Jovano-
vle sald, he was relocated Lo Cali-
fornla In his work, but has since
lost the job because he could not
sell hls house. He attributes his
problems (o the group home loca-
tion.

“It gocs without saylng, these
residents don’t want the home

In the

Department of Mental Health of-
flcial David Callanan explalned
that state legislation has forced the
policy of streamlining mentally HI
and emotlonally disturbed people
from Institutions into local com-
munltles. The state currently has
143 group homes for such resldents
throughout the state,

“We're moving toward a more
Iocal sctting,” Callanan told the
group, “from more restrictive to

less restrictive settings. They can
recover more quickly in a less re-
strictive setting.”

STATE LICENSING officlals as-
sured the resldents that all com-
plalnts agalnst group homes are In-
vestigated, and f there Is “severe
abuse, willful abuse, or financial
exploitation, we will take actlon to
remove the license,” according to
Quigley.

He sald the state cited 15 facili-
ties last July for “varlous and sun-
dry activities" and that so far this
year, 65 enforcement actlons have
been taken at homes throughout
the state. “We had a banner year
for enforcements,” he added.

In group homes such as the one
proposed for Grayling Street, DSS
caseworkers visit the facility two
to four times per week, and resi-
dents visit a psychiatrist once a
month, or more If nceded. The DSS
licensing divislon also visits a mini-
mum of once per year, or more if

*complaints are filed, officlals sald.

Other resldent concerns Involy-
ing trespassing and other tocal or-
dinance issues were answered by
asslstant city attorfiey Martin Tes-
tasleca, who explained criminal
and civil liabilitics, and residents’
rights, in gencral lerms.

He added, “They are not running
this home in a vacuum. You have
the right to go to your local police
deparlmcnl, I[ you have a com-
plaint.”
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Notification of offenses sought;r_

The clty of Farmington Hills
wants to know when anyone with a
criminal record is placed in the
Grayling Street group home that
wlll house these with a histery of
mental Riness,

Although state officials said they
encourage the city to make a for-
mal request for that information,
they sald they could not provide the
information because it would con-
stitute an Invasion of Individual
privacy,

The discusslon came durilng a
meeting Dec. 11 between state and
city offlcials and local resldents
who had questions about the group
home.

“We're golng to make that re-
quest,” City Manager Willlam Cos-
tick told state officials.

Costick said he felt it was im-
portant for the city to have any tn-
formatlon about such residents
noted In the city's law enforcement
files, in case there Is a problem in
the future.

He said the information would be
kept confidenttal and would be
used only for pollce background in-
formatlon.

y of the state CIly Hall.

“I WOULD be reluctant to set
such a precedent,” state Depart-
ment of Mental Health representa-
tive Davld Callanan sald about glv-
ing out such background informa-
tion. *

Although assistant clty attorney
Martin Testasleca agreed the pri-
vacy issuc should be considered, he
told state eofiicials the city was
within its righis to request such In-
formation, “That's not an unrea-
sonable request of the city coun-
cil,” he sald.

Testasleea clted a system used In
the city of Detrolt, where law en-
forcement personnc] track resl-
dents with eriminal records for 10
years.

Catlanan said if the city makes a
request, it would be taken (o the
state attorney general for an opin-
1on regarding the privacy Issue.

The group home facility, to be
run by the Ypsllanti-based Renals-
sance House Inc. and first of its
kind in Farmington Hills, will
house up to six mentally {ll or emo-
tionally disturbed people. Its oper-
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atlon will be supervised by both the
Department of Mental Health and
the state Department of Soclal Scr-
vices.

FOR THE past several muntl\:
it has been the subject of contio-
versy among some local residents
who have tried to halt state efforts
to place it on Grayling. M

Their concerns revolved around
allegatlons against a male employ-
ee [n an Ypsilanti Renalssance
Home group facility who wps
accused of sexual contact and drug
use with a patlent. State offlcidls
sald they could not substantiate the
charges M

Phyllls Levine, supervisor far
residential development at the Yp-
silanti Regional Psychatric Hospl-
tal, sald the slx peaple belng con-
sidered for the inltial placement at
the Grayling Street group home did
not have criminal records.

State offlcials have sald thcy
could not guarantee future resl-
dents would not have a history of
criminal records, including convic-
tions of criminal sexual conduct. |

Road work
Improvement timetable is set

Farmingten Hills has unveiled a
three-year timetable for major road
Improvements.

The top funding source wlll be a
$7-million, general-obligatlon bond
Issue approved by Farmington Hills
voters last fall.

Other sources will include federal
money, state gas and welght tax rev-
enue, clty capltal improvement dol-
lars, the Oakland County Road Com-

encd by September 1987,

® 13 Mlle-Haggerty Intersectlon
~— both roads to be widened by Sep-
tember 1987,

® Pebble Creek Bridge — to be
wldened by September 1987,

@ Haggerty-Nine Mile intersec.
tion — to be widened by September
1987,

® 12 Mile at Dennison’s Seafood
Tavern — right-turn lanc on 12 Mile
tobe

mission and special dls-
tricts. West Bloomlicld will share
the cost of widening 14 Mile, be-
tween Orchard Lake and Farming-
ton roads.

1t Is Incumbent upon this offlce to
do as much of the work as quickly as
possible in order to respond to the
confidence that the voters of Farm-
ington Hills expressed at the polls,”
Clty Manager Willlam Costlck sald.

He added, “We would antlelpate
that because of this effort, we would
expect the city of Farmingten Hills
to have more construction on fls
roads than at any time in the past.
Although there will be some Incon-
venicnce (hat s experlenced with
this, it Is necessary in order to pro-
vlde as quick a response to the resi-
dents of the communlty ns posslble.”

Onc of the most-anticlpated proj-
ects Is the widenlng of Qrchard Lake
Road, between Grand River and 11
Mlle, The road will be widened be-
tween 10 Mile and Grand River by
Scptember 1988 and between 10 and
11 Mile by September 1988, accord-
Ing to the timetable,

THE TIMETABLE also lists these
paving or resurfacing projects:

& Farmington Road, between 13
and 14 Mite — to be nsnr{aced by
July 1987,

e Mlddlebelt, between
Nnnhwcslcm Highway and 14 Mile
= to be resurfaced by July 1987,

® 10 Mile, between Orchard Lake
Road and Inkster ~ o be resurfaced
by July 1987.

® 13 Mile-Northwestern Highway
intersection — 13 Mile to be widened
by August 1987,

® Drake, between 13 and 14 Mile
— to be paved by August 1987

@ 13 Milte, west of Orchard Lake
Rond — (o be widened by August

1987,
® 12 Mile, between Orchard Lake
Road and Inkster — to be resurfaced
by August 1987,
® 14 Mile, between Orchard Lake
nnd Farmington roads — to be wid-

by
© Tuck, between Elght Mile and
Folsom to be paved by September
1987,

® 13 Mite, between Halsted and
Haggerty — to be paved by October
1987,

® Halsted, between 12 and 14
Mile — to be paved by Nnvcmbnr
1987,

® Tuck, between Grand Rlver
and Nine Mile — to be paved by July
10848,

® Lytle, between Nine Mlile and
Drake — to be resurfaced by July
1984,

® 14 Mile, between Farmington
Road and Haggerty — to be resur-
faced by August 1988.

# Drake, between 11 Mile and I-
696 — to be paved by November
1988,

THESE SAFETY programs are
slated for completlon by August
1987:
® 14 Mlle, west of Inkster —
curve re-constructlon.

® 14 Mile-Inkster — corner re-
constructlon.

® 13 Mile-Inkster — addition of
left-turn lancs each way.

® 13 Mile-Oak Pelnt — cxtension
of passing lane on 13 Mile at Oak
Paint.
® Nine Mile-Halsted ~— corner re-
construction.

® 13 Mile-Edythe — intersection

widenlng.

# 11 Mile-Kllreigh — intersection
widenlng.

® 13 Mite-Greenlng — extension
of right-turn lane on 13 Mile from
Orchard Lake Road to Greening.

* 14 Mile-Heather Heath — addl-
tion of passing lanc on 14 Mile at
Heather Heath.

& Elght Mile-Lujon — addition of
passlng lane on Elght Mile at Lujon.

11 Mile and Orchard Lake -

Rond — curb and drainage improve-
ments to southwest corner.

A guardrail is scheduled to be add-
cd along Freedom, west of Drake, by
July 1988, Driveways along Orchard
Lake Road, between 12 and 14 Mlle,
are scheduled for relocation by Octo-

ber 1988.

TRAFFIC SIGNALS are targeted
{for these intersections:

e Nine Mile-Gill — by March
1987,

® Nine Mile-Drake aznd Eight
Mile-GlIt — by October 1987.

® 13 Mile-Drake and 14 Mille-
Drake — by May 1988,

Varlous sidewalk Improvements,
funded through the city's capltal im-
provement program, are planned by
Scptember 1987,

Joint project unveiled

Both Farmington and Farmington
Hills will pariiclpate In a trl-party
agreement between the clties, Oak-
fand County and the Oakland County
Road Commissien,

Storm sewer catch basin and curb
repairs plus a road overlay are proj-
ects proposed for Farmington, while
the HIlls Is proposing Improvement
(o the Nine Milc and Haggerty Inter-
sectlon including wlidening and left
turn phascs on traftic signals.

Hills officlals are also proposing
the extenslon of the westbound lane
of 12 Mile just west of Orchard Lake
Road.

The countywlde three-year, $3
milllon read program will begin In
1987. The $1 million per year from
the county will be divided cqually
between townships and citics and
villages, accordlng to Farmingten

N

Clty Manager Robert Deadman.

Lecal communities and the county
road commisslon must match the
county funds to particlpate.,

Farmington’s contribution from
the county units ls $19,481 per year,
totalling $238,962 over the life of the
agreement, In addltion, $10,250 from
the 1984 tri-party agreement has not
been used and wlil be added to the
clty’s project.

The Farmington projects recom-
mended by Director of Public Ser-
vices Earl Bliling Include: storm
sewer basin repalrs along Farming-
ton Road {rom Eight Mile to Grand
River and an overlaying of Nine
Mile from Grand River east -to
Hawthorne, Curbs and storm sewer
systems on Nine Mile will also be re-
palred.
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FINE JEWELRY

A TIMELY

GIFT FOR

CHRISTMAS

1 you're laoking
for a special way to pass the;
time this Christmas, why rot

1ty 3 Seiko watch on safo
Choose trom spon, casuat and
classic deess styles. All with
quartz movemenl and a banesy
Iife of approximately 5 years.

And all on sale at a price that’s ©

very much worth your lima -
3000° Reg. $135 10 $350,
sala 107.99 to $280."

We show four from our..
collection?

* Round case, with grey |

Ieather steop!

Smal, teg. $150, sale 11999, -
Large, reg. $165, sale 131,99
® Rectoagular face in grey and
red with grey leather strap:

Small, reg. $135, salo 102,99,
Large, reg. $150, sale 119.99,

*hotal s avadadie @ ol Hotoriy
stores Sy'e ends Dreemder 2.




