Consumer falls .éasily into cr

(AP) — Muriel Brown won't be
glving Christmas presents thls year,
She’s not buying anythlng until she
works off more (han $12,000 in debt,
Credlt cards were the downfall of
Brown, 33, a single mother of onc
who makes $28,000 a year as a telc-
phone company sesvice representa-
tive,

She fell into the cycle of debt when
the charges on her credit cards and
the additlonal Inferest cosis were
more than she could afford. ¢

“When I was marrled, I had no ex-
penses, a good job, and the stares
and banks gave me all the credit
cards I wanted,” says Brown, who at
the time had a good credit rating.

SOON SHE had collected 11 credit
cards, “As long as you pay the mini-
mum charges each month they keep
extendlng your credit llne. It's very

‘Plaslic is what got me in trouble. It didn’t
seemreal. . . . You know you have to
eventually pay for everything, but you
figure, why worry until the bills arrive,’

tempting to spend,” she says. But the
paymenis keep accumulating “and
you can never catch up.”

When Brown scparated from her
husband two years ago, she was left
wlth thousands of dollars n bills for
a television set, video casseite recor-
der and other houschold items they
had purchased together. She was
solely responsible for the $466-a-
month rent on her New Jersey apart-
ment; phone and electric bllls, and
her daughtcr'&ﬂs-mmonib parochl-
al school tuitidh,

SHE ALSO used credit cards to
splurge on new clothing so she'd feel
belter about her new single status,
“It 1 had had to pay cash I wouldn't
have bought so much,” she says.
“Plastlc Is what got me In trouble. It
didn’t seemreal. , . . You know you
have to cventually pay for every-
thing, but you flgure, why worry un-
til the bllls arrive.”

To keep up with some of her
monthly payments, she took out a
cash advance on onc card to pay for
charges on another. When she got

Builders honor 8 in county

. Eight Oakland County residents
were honored by the Builders Assocl-
atlon of Southeastern Michigan In
ceremonles held recently at Henry
Ford Muscum. :

Fred E. Greenspan of Franklin
was honored as outgolng president of
the BASM, Marking his 40th year In
the buildlng industry, he Is president
of Greenspan Development Carp, of
Southfleld.

“Bultder of the Year" honors went

Abraham Ran of West Bl

Michigan Houslng Hall of Fame.
Berman retlred as presldent of Bert
L. Smokler & Co. and Dreyfus Devel
opment Corp, In 1975 and serves on
the Dreyfus "board of dlrectors.
Hechtman has been president of
Practleal Home Bullders of South-
fleld since its organizatlon in 1938.
The “Young Builder of the Year"
award went to Scott Jacobson, 32, a
BirmIngham resident and presldent
of S.R. Jacobson Dcvclopmcn.l Corp.

vice president and partner in Bilt-
more Properties Corp. of Troy.
Mandell “Bill" Berman of Frank-
fin and Samuel Hechtman of West
Bloomftcld were inducted into the

U-D teaching
6 languages

Intensive forelgn language classes
will be offcred by the University of
Detroit in Berkshire School, Bir-
mingham, from Jan. 27 to Aprll 16.

Courses are beglnning and Inter-
mediate French, three levels of Ger-
man and Japanese, the first Jevel of
Portuguese and two levels of Rus.
slan and Spanish,

Information on thnes and costs, as
well as on U-D language courses
clsewhere, Is available from U-D's
C D

offlce at 927-1025.

Classes arc kept at six to 10 and
arc taught by Instructors natlve to
the language.

of Birmingham.
Carl Sams of Rochester was
named “Salesman of the Year." He

Is co-owner of Stony Pointe Realty
of Rochester.

Sherry L. Hinsperger of Rochester
was named “Associate of the Year.”
She Is viee presidnet and sales mana-
ger for Lawyer's Title Insurance
Corp. of Troy,

Wiltlam W. Dwlre of Blrmingham,
retired chatrman and presldent of
NBD Mortgage Co., received a “Spe-
cial Honoree” award,

Dennls P, Dicksteln of West
Bloomfield wili become BASM presi-
dent for 1987, BASM is newly head-
quartered in Farmington Hlils.
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Specializing in:
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o Drints &
gawings

« Limited Edition Wildlife Prints
» Limited Edition Dog Prints
+ State & Federal Duck Stamp Prints
« Wildlife Carvings
« Custom Picture Framing
Locatedin Muirwood Square, corner of
Drake Road & Grand River, Farmington Hills, Michigan
Christmas Hours: Tu-Sa 10-6; Fri, il 7; Sun. 12-5 Closed Mon.
35560 GRAND RIVER » MURWOOD SQUARE
FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGGAN 48018
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a wildlife
art gallery

(313)478-3353
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sick reeently and couldn't work-for
several wecks,.she made only half
her regular salary. Then during a
telephone strike last August she
didn't get pald for two weeks.

Without any savings to help out,
she could no longer alford to cover
the minimum payments on her cred-
it cards. “I could barely pay my rent
and that came first,” she says. Soon
collectlon agencics seat her warning
letters. “They harassed me and
called my boss,” she says.

BROWN FINALLY realized that
the only way out of a problem that
was progresslvely worsening was to

Thursday, Dacembar 18, 1086 OLE
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edit-card trap

seek fInancial help. Recently, at the
suggestion of coworkers who had re-
covered from similar problems,
Brown went to the Budget and Cred-
it Counseling Service, Ine. (BUCCS),
4 debt-management program in
Manhattan,

With the help of a counselor she
will work out a payment program
for her $12,000 in bills. The coun-
sclor wilt write to her creditors to
explain that she will pay them off In
instaliments during the next couple
of years.,

SOME MAY cven drop the flnance
charges as an Incentlve for her to

GIFT IDEAS FOR
EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST :

)
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pay up, Every month she will
BUCCS a check from which
counselor will parcel out Indlvidifal,
payments that were negotinted

each of her creditors, The service
will cost her $20, plus minimpl
monthly fees. When she returned,
home from her first session, Brow
ceremonlousty ¢ut up all of her ey
it cards and threw them away.
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870! Georgia Ave., Silver Sprin
Md. 20910. Phone: 301-589-5600. ..~

25%

Surprise her with a great n
and Teaditional Collection:
Liz Claiborne, Panther, Intuitions,

25%-30% OFF saLE

FAMOUS-MAKER ROBES FOR HER

27.69.84.99, orig. $40-5115. Wrap up
Elaine, Vanity Fair, Gilligan 0‘M§Ilav an
includes a variety of colors, fabrics and styl

Puppies, Liz Claiborne, d
Giovanni Martefli and L.J. Simaone. Sale

25%-30% OFF saLe |
SELECTION OF LADIES’ SLIPPERS
5.99.12.99, reg. 7.99-$20. Warm her down

25%-50% OFF sate | |

ES’ SPORTSWEAR SELECTION

ee d Separates
ew outfit from our selection inUpdated Sep

s. Find terrific savings on designs b.y Chaus, .
Bonnie & Bill and Alexandria; 3000.

OFF saALE

ALL REGULAR-PRICED LADIES' BOOTS

Cross,

.590, reg. $46-$120. Choose Red . '
b . Candies, Esprit, Capezio, Dexter, 3-West, BE
ends Dec. 31 in Women's Shoes.

a robe from Evelyn Pearson, Miss
d others, Our savings group
es; P-XL in Sleepwear, 2000.

Cobbie Cuddlers, Hush

to her toes with new

] N
T

Caressa,

at savings. Find suede and velour boots, warm-ups, slip:ons,
S.XL in Casual Footwear, 7000,

R

slippers, now .
slipper sacks and sock tops. Sizes

9 FF sALE
I%L?EAOLAR-Q‘HCED ARROW DRESS SHIRTS

.50-20.25, reg - i ursday, Friday a a of save -
3.60-20.25, reg. $18-$27. This hursday, Frid d Saturday only.
on the shirts uy for hims over, Kent, Bradstreet and Brigace ‘
b he’d buy for himseif. D K Brad: d Brigad
solids and patterns, 15-17 % in Dress Shirts, all stores except Grand River.
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25% OFF SALE

ALL KIDS’ WINTER SLEEPWEAR

ite out of winter with big savings . :.

s bees
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FASHION
STORES,

i UNIQUE BOUTIQUES &
ETHNIC RESTAURANTS. &
VALIDATED g\ ¥;ptls

ehase or mex

iz
VALET PARKING* &
*2 Hours Frea Parking with $10 pur

e e

-
.

on cozy pajamas,

.28,97, orig. $8-$39. Take the bi t
o y gowns and robas. Choose from all sizes.

toddiess, boys' 4-20 and girls’ 4-14 in Children's Basics, 1500.

inchuding infants/

5
GREEKTOWN

Bood 11728768 Ihry 12124188,

while quantities last.

*Total units at all stores,
Setections may vary by stose. '

Holiday Gift Wrapping & Shipping Available,
Visit Santa Everyday at his Village on the 3rd Level,
Brunch with Santa. Call 963-3445 for details,

Beat the Mallitis Syndrome —
Wrap up your Christmas at Trappers Alley !

Shopping Hours . N

R Use your Visa, MasterCard, Amersican Express ‘

FRLSAT 11° 10 AM 1O Midnight o Biscoves Core o ot o Gy Crock
SUNDAY 12NOON TO 9 PM service white shopping at Crowloy's.

Monroe & Beaubien o Greektown, Detroit ¢ 963-5445

€ 398 D rappuns Alky




