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Holiday tips

Here’s how to combat crime

With the increase in and
from-h

al
for ixulldnyAmlndnd Indlviduals, re-

. ported thefts and burglarics are also
+ known to rise.

1t's the time of year when people
carry more money, wear hew jewel-
ty, have auto trunks fllled with valu-
able purchases or a hoise full of new
giita, many still [n their original con-

OIS,
Individuals are frequently gone
{from the home to shop, vislt friends

'+ and family, or vacation, Generally,

those same people are 30 preoceu-
picd with thelr busy schedules that
they become less observant and sus-
picious of actlvities that go on
around them, making them more
vulnerable to theft and other crlmes.

. Chris Cogar
crime provention-techniclan,
y Farmington Hllls Potice Department

ties tend to show a slight rise in
crimes against persons during the
holiday perlod. In four recent inci-
dents, shoppers (the majority elderly
females) have been followed home
and robhed of purses and belonglngs
as they got out of thelr cars, or while
fn thelr residence after they falled to
lock their doors upon entry,

Psychol 11, burglars and

pping centers have
and responded to Increases In purse-
snatching and auto theft incldents,
* and local pollce departments have
geared up for the expected tise in
" burglary and robbery reports.
Farmington Hills and surroundlng
communltles have already experi.
enced these seasonally related
crimes 2gainst people and their
property. For example, in a onc-
square-mile residential section in
Farmington Hills, which Is normally
a low Incident area, burglarics dur-
ing October and November of this
year have doubled the year-to-date
total of those crimes reported previ-
ously In that area.
And, while Farmington Hills has
* not experienced the usual seasonal
increase in armed robberies, statls-

Keep mailbox
snow cleared

Farmington Postmaster Kenncth
Harris reminds all customers that
postal regulations regarding dcliv-
ery of mail on mounted routes re-
quire customers to keep the ap-
proach to thelr mailbox cleared of

snow.

‘This wlll permlt the carrier to
drive up to the mailbox to deposit
and to coliect mail without leaving
his vehicle, The approach to and the
exit from the mailbox should be
cleared sufticlently on both sldes to

., allow the carrler to drive ahead and

not be required to back up his vehi-
cle after delivery.

Fallure to open approaches to boxs
es prompily after heavy snow may
temporarily prevent carrlers from
making deliveries. Harrls sald postal
regulatlons also require that watks,
steps and porches be kept cleared of
snow and ice.

Cooperation In these matters dur-
Ing the winter season will be appre-
clated, Harris sald.

robbors may be more Inclined to
strike out at this time of year be-
cause they feel depressed and less

credit cards and expensive jewelry
safely at home. Be careful of anyone
followlng you while shopping, walk-
ing to your car and arriving home. If
you observe a suspicious person or
actlvity, don’t hesltate to make men-
tal or wrilten noles of the person(s)
or vehicle(s) and immediately con-
tact securlty personncl or call the
police. Upon returning te your car,
always check the backseat before
you get In. To protect any purchases
you Jeave In your vehicle, place all
out of sight or lock them in

Also, the benc-
fits derived from their thieving is
generally greater during this season,
especially in the more affiuent sce-
tions of the suhurbs.

TO INSURE that you fully enfoy
the tolday season and all that it has
to offer, the following precautfons
should make you and your family
less vulnerable to crlimes that could
be made against you:

e PROTECT YOUR HOME AND
POSSESSIONS — Make it difficult
for (ke burglar to enter your resi-
dence by locking all windows and
doors even when you are at home.
Increase your seeurity lighting both
outslde and inslde your home by in-
stalling tlmers. (Outdoor fixtures
should operate from dusk to dawn
and inslde lights should glve the im-
pression that you are home even dur-
Ing your absence), Keep valuable
Items, such as TVs, VCRs, mi-
crowaves, cameras or sterco equip-
ment, away from windows where
they can be seen from the outside,
Never accumulate large sums of
cash in the home and secure expen-
sive articles or jewelry in a safety
deposit box. Hide those items you do
keep at home in a locatlon that ls not
obvious, Don’t advertlse your expen-
slve new purchases by placing emp-
ty, marked merchandise boxes at the
{ront eurb for garbage plekup.

@ EXERCISE CAUTION WHILE
DRIVING AND SHOPPING — Al
ways lock your car doors even when
you drive, Park yaur vehlcle in well-
Ht arcas and relraln from dolng all
your shopplng In one trip if it means
that you will be over toaded with
purchases upon your return to your
car. Be particularly consclous of
your purse, or wallet, while in a
crowd, To safcguard purses, grasp
them firmly or conceal them In a
shopplng bag, Avoid carrylng valu-
ables of any kind In outside pockets.
Carry only as much money as you

the trunk, If you drive a sta-
tlonwagon, hatchback or van, ar-
range to cover your purchases,

o DON'T TAKE UNNECESSARY
CHANCES. When banking alter
hours at an autematlc teller ma-
chine, look around for suspicfous
people or vehicles before you get out
of your car. If you see anything that
makes you feel uncomfortable, leave
and do your banking at another time.
It a stranger approaches you and
states that he has a weapon, belleve
him. Injuries from rebbers and purse
snatchers usually result only when
you resist so give up any valuable
items they may demand. Be calm,
attentive and aveid provoking your
assallant — your llfe and safety arc
more prectous than your packages,
wallet or purse.

CRIMINALS LOOK for thelr vic-
tims where the opportunitics are
greater just as hollday buyers shop
for their familles and fricnds. As one
thlef was guestloned by a Farming-
ton Hills' detectlve as to why he
chose to target a particular commu-
nlty, he responded, "“When you want
to go grocery shopping, wouldn't you
want to go to the best supermar-
ket?”

For pollce to be effective In catch-
ing these thieves, resldents should be
mindful of their surroundings and
the people around them. Law en-
forcement personnel need alert and
careful cltizens who don't hesitate to
report any susplclous actlvity they
observe.

Remember, the person who rang
your bell and asked for directlons, or
the car you notleed erulsing by your
house, may be just the lead the po-
lice are seeking to solve a burglary
or rabbery, which recently occurred.
Wlith cautlon and concern, you can
reduce many opportunities a eriml-
nal I8 lobking for 1o attempt n crime
agalnst you, your family or your
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Boot cuts or straight legs in com-
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CITY OF FARMINGTON —
ORYOUR NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REG. PRICE
.. LYFE. THE PLANNING COMMISSION of the City of Farmingion will hold a PUDLIC
; When you give to the HEARING on MONDAY, January 12, 1987, at 8:00 pam, In the Councld Cham.
: Red Cross, you sake on a great bers, 23800 Liberty Street, Farmington, Michiga, far the purpase of recelving
! f oral and wriiten comment on a proposed amendment to the Furmington City N\ \

Zoning Ordlnance.
The Ordinance, If adopted, would allow the Planning Commlsslon to reduce the

cvenyourown. setback requirements of the R-6 Cluster Houslng Diatrict Zoning Ordinance,

where the slre, shape, cr other characteristies of a parcel requires vellef from

.AmBI‘iCB.l’l the regulatlons of the R-6 Cluster Housing District. A complete copy of the
proposed ordinance L3 on flle in the Office of the Clty Clerk.

. Red Cross All interested persons wlil be given an opportunity to express their views at the

above time and place. Any additlonal Informatlon desired regarding the abave la
available at the Office of the City Clerk,
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NATURAL
GAS TI L E LABOR & MATERIAL ®
Prices Chenge-out Completely Instalted in A v '
0';:? ‘i:',lgz'a.'lslgu Tub area (up to 50 sq. ft.)
.| Deestim 32639 [v—‘ '
- fomced . NEXT TO MEIJER ON
) E}E“},ﬁ"ﬁ?ﬁ,’,‘mﬁ‘, FORD ROAD = +WESTLAND MALL +FORD ROAD AT CANTON CENTER
F%Iyummudd Instelal lh;l;(:ls.gglzst‘i’ov : +NEXT TO MEIJER IN ROYAL OAK * PARDEE AT EUREKA IN TAYLOR
I efoR tm'ﬂ“l F;EEESYIMATES Extended hours for your convenlence.
5322160 03 i EXPERT INSTALLATION

BONUS COUPON

Save 25% off total purchase
any regularly price item in
stock. Four days only

" Dec. 17 thru 20, 1986

Sagebrush.

The Store to Help Minds Grow...
Take Off to Science & Things

Your child’s mind is important to us, and we want to help them grow
and learn about the future. At Science & Things toys are more-than
simple play things — they are tools to experiment with. Chemistry
sets, rockets, telescopes, and much more help them grow in new
directlons, Bring your child in today — you'll be glad you did.
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