Family carries on following house fire

Continued from Pago 1

The Blachfords stayed with nelgh-
bors Monday and plan lo stoy with
relatlves unthl they are settled in
some sort of temporary housing in
the Farmington arca — a service
provided by thelr Insurance carrier.

THE FIRE provided a blt of defa
vu for Steve Blachford who had a
slmilar incldent happen when he was
young. A winter flre drove his famlly
from thelr home in the middle of the
night, he said.

Commander Michael Wigglns of
the Farmington Department of Pub-
lic Safety estimated $35,000 In bulld-
ing damage and $25,000 In content
damage to the one-story ranch house
in Farmington

you start them, It's a matter of sec-
onds,” .

THE MEADOWLARK flre is the
worst house fire in Farmington that
Wiggins can recall since 1985, al-
though, he said, “it scems llke every

“I'm just glad no one was hurt.”
One witness an the street saw the
tree burning through the llving room
window shortly after the flre start-
cd. “It was totally involved by that
time,” Wigglns added.
. The Blachfords® situation is one
|

year, there's g a
Christmas tree.”

The subdivision s on the elty's
south slde, north of Eight Mile, cast
of Farmington Read. -

Heavy smoke and flames were
shooting from (he front door and
roof as firefighters arrived shortly
before 5 p.m., according to Wiggins,
who sald 28 flrefighters arrived to
battle the bloze — 16 from Farming-
ton and 12 from Farmington Hills.

Structural damage was conflned
to the rool and llving room where
the tree was located. The remainder
of the damage resulted from smoke
and water, Much of the house's con-
tents, especlally §n the kitchen and
llving room, are gone.

Steve Blachlord was in the pro-
cess of remodeling the kitchen,
which had new cabinets and was
ready to be wallpapered, he sald.
Contractors tell the Blachfords the
drywall throughout the house will
need to be replaced.

"We think it {the flre’s beglnning)
was ejther an extension -cord or
Chrlstmas light wirlng under the
sheet” draped under the tree, Wig-
glns said. “The flames were already
(hrough the, reof when we puiled up.

Wendy , the only family
member In the house when the flre
startcd, heard a popping nolse as she
prepared dinner in the kitchen and
entered the llving reom and saw
flames between the tree and the
wall,

She fled out the side door, grab-
bing the famlly's pet cat on the way.

Her children were playing outside;
no one was injured.

MEANWHILE, Steve Blachford
was approaching the area by car and
could see smecke coming from his
neighbarhood, He arrived about flve
minutes after the five started.

"I could see the smoke from Elght
Mile and knew it was from our
nelghborhood,” he said. “When I was.
coming down the street, I kind of got
panicked,

P people talk about
year round. Not only natural trees
are fire hazards, according to infor-
mation from flre safely organiza-
tlons. Artificial trees should be made
of flame retardant materials and
should be used by those who are not
home daily to care for a llve tree or
by those with an unusually dry
jouse.

Even cuttlng your own tree
doesn't guaranice safety. The tree In
the house on Meadowlark was cut
only last Saturday, according to
Steve Blachford.

ALTHOUGH PINE and fir trees
will outlast spruce in moisture con-
tent and selecting the proper tree s

important, selecting decoratlons is
just as important, experis said.

The following eleetrlcal precau-
tlons are suggested from Wigglng
and other fire prevention agencles:

® Cheek light wiring and sockets
for breaks and shorts and replace
them if necessary. Never repalr
them,

® Never conneet more than three
strands of lights to ane extenslon
cord, and don’t use boxes that will
accommedate more plugs.

# Usc only Underwrlter Labora-
tory-approved decoratlons.

® Do not use electric lights on
metallic trees, but usc spotlights for
{llumination.

® Turn off electrical decoratlons
when you leave home or go to bed,

® Make sure a llve tree is wa-
tered at all times.

@ Be surc your house has a fire

-~ a
stressed by Wiggins,

hursdoy, Docombor 18, 1988 O&E.

The ecene of a Monday fire, this house on Meadowlark is tem-
porarily not habitable.

SPECIAL OCCASION

Gouwns and Cocktall Clothes

""30% OFF
§ g

1
31

Tis the
season to be
glamorous!

7 Save 30%
- on a Group

of Exquisite
Gowns and
Cocktail Clothes,
dust In Time

for Christmas!

slzes 4-20
petites 2-12

The University of Michigan
Department of Dermatology now

Sun-
Skin Program to persons aged
years or older with wrinkled andfor
am e sun-damaged skin, Visits will provide
o anindividualized approach and stress

Live trees burn very quickly — once
offers aninnovative Sun-Dnmaggd

screening for skin cancer and patient
education, Select patients may be eli-
gible to participate in a clinical stud
involving a topical medication whicl
is beingtested at The University of
Michigan to determine its potential
for reversing the damage to the skin o
<caused by time and sun exposure. LGN . ] . .
) Aéompwl’;n:siman of med- . . R i
ical and surgical therapies for aging The essence of femininity. Delicacies to softly support.
and/or sun-damaged skin are y . N . Y ppc‘r 3
avaitable. Cently underlie..and enhance sithouette. from Christian
For an appointment in tha Sun- or i b : p i p ;
Damaged Skin Program, please Dior, in ivory or pink, silk satin. Bra with nylon face trim,
sizes 348, C to 36 B, C; $36. Matching bikini, SM,L; %16,

call the University of Michigan
Department of Dermatology, . .
o Foundations Collections.

(313) 936-406¢ on Monday,
Wednesday or Friday from
9:00 AM. - 12:00 AM.
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OF BIRMINGHAM

STORE HOURS:
Thursday - Saturday 109
Sunday - 107 Troy

V7 Fairlane

)
294 E. Brown Street + 647-1300 - Open Sunday I t0 5
Monday thru Friday 10169+ Soturday 10 t0 6

| somerset Mo, Big ieaver at Coatidge. Troy « famtane Jown Center, Deatborn

GREENSTONES

Creators of fine jewelry for over 60 years

Classic Holiday Gifts!

A GIFT OF TRADITION,

THE CHOICE OF KINGS,

CASHMERE 1S ONE GIFT
DESTINED TO PLEASE

Gold Bangle Bracelets
Qur 14k gold bangles for any occasion in & wide array
of styles and sizes. Pictured siyles begin at 410,

Bejeweled Bugs
Our bejewcled gold bugs ser with diamonds and other
precious siones are priced from 315,

R

Give from ovur cashmere collection and
kiow yout puepetuating a tradition of

the centories, Always exquisite, a gift of
cashmere eacinplifies the bearer's taste, as
it ensures the recipient’s pleasure. Precious
soft, it is only the downy underside of the
cashmere goat that is spun and woven 1o
create this fiber, [tis the discriminating

man who deserves such luxury, Remarkably
warm, each sweater in our collection is fully
fashiuned for comfort, So bring us your gift
list, wa'll be happy to assist.

Cpporit Cypper

Clucago. Wabash al Magan (3121 236- 1800 ¢ Old Orchard { Qakbiraok
o Teoy M Somenvt Al {3131-643-6700
arge. Amencan Express, Vist, Mastercard
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Dramatic Mabe Pearls
Our colleciion of Mabe Pearl earclips feature over 15
styles, many set with diamonds. Prices begin ar *260.

Elegant Gold Earrings
Our gold carcing selection, over 100 styles, are priced
froar '35, Siyles pictured above begin ar *220,

#aif irems subject 10 prior sale

$28 North Woodward  Birmingham * 4 Blocks Norih af Maple * 642-2630
Capper & Cappe Monday-Friday 9:30-6:00, Thurs, until 8:00, Saturday 9:30-3:00 « Major Credit Cards Welcome \
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