If vou have a news item oran
idea for a fcature story or an
action picture with a Farming-
ton-area connection, send a

are among

the busiest

By Joonnoe Mallszowskl
staff writer

note to our office at
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024.

'UST bow rundown are
the farmatead buildiogs
ot Heritago Park, the
{former Spicer estato in

Farmington Hllls?

The city has hired Kirk &
Koskela Architects of Detrolt
at a cost of $5,000 to determline
the bulldisgs’ potential for
restoration and possible
adaptive ro-use, sald Dan
Potter, Farmington Hllls .
Department of Speclal Services
director. .

The 212-acre estate, seltled
in 1926 by Eleanor and John
Spleer, tutuxu an Epgllsh

Renaissance-type lodge,
designed in 1015 by m:hlmcl.
Marcus Burrowes. He also

2k s

H\:lt:w ixtade w
nheepbam astableanda -
caretaker’s house.
J. Michael Kirk, presideat of
Kirk & , haa nine years -

of bullding prmvauon
experience. Hls restoration of
the Rresge Foundation -

eriean Institate of
Archltects awards.

Kirk’s firm recently
undertook rumra!.lon of the
lﬁo-ym-old Mclntym

Farmhouss {0 Orchard Lake,

the Detrolt Urban League
Headquarters {n the historie

Albert

the 1886 L.E. Timmis Early
School In Grosse Pointe Farms
and the 1848 Sibley House in
Detroit.

WHAT’S the state of
Michigan's economy?

State Troasurer Robert
Bowman will provide some
Insight when he addresses the
F: /T Hills
Chamber of Commerce at poon
Thursday, Jan. 22, at the
l:l&omm: Terrace Restaurant,

‘armington Hills.

Cost for the luncheon is $10
per person. Call the chamber
for reservations: 474-3440.

KEEP theso numbers
hmdy for reference when

calllog the Farmington
Obascrver 477-5450; sporis line,
§91-2312; home dellvety 591~
0500; classified ads, 591-0900;
display ads, 591-2300.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week ~ Inquiries from
several massage parior
opcrllars interested In

armington business locations
prompu'd rvxulawry actlonby
City Council.

investigative measures
implemented and a 90-day
motatorjum placedon -
occupancy permits for
massage-relnted

‘The moratorium gives city
of timo to copsider

The survey conflrms pretty much
what Farmington Hills offlcials and
moterlsts have suspected for quite
awhile — traffle congestlon is an
acute problem.

A survey — conducted by the Oak-
land County Road Commisslon — of
nearly 300 tweo-lane road segments
throughout Oakland County puls
Farmington Hills at the top of the
list for most-congested roadways.

Instinct
led him
to safety

By Bob Sklar
stalf writer

Shot in the face at polnt-blank
range In an aborted robbery Sunday
night, Steak and Ale Restaurant co-
manager Jeffrey Pechauer reacted
Instinctively.

The 24-year-old Canton Township
resident got up and ran to a nearby
Mobil gas station, where the attend-
ant called Farmington Hills Police.
The robbery attempt took place af-
ter closing.

“Jeff was stunncd by it all, but he
held together real weli, having only
a couple of seconds to think,” co-
manager Howard Grinsell sald Mon-
day, shortly before the Steak and Ale
lunch crowd started {o arrive,

An employee of the Steak and Ale
chain for the past alx months,
Pechauer joined the staff at the
Farmington Hllls restaurant, 27590
Orchard Lake Road, on Dec. 1.

Pechaver was recovering “qulte
nicely,” sald Russ Tuttle, communi-
ty relations director at Botsford
General Hosplital, Farmington Hllls,
Wednesday moming,

He was shot In the upper right

Eleven road segments in Farm-
ington Hllls were among the top 52
segments with average daily trafilc
counts of 20,080 or more vehicles.

It probably "
won't surprise
most Farmlngton
Hllls motorists, §
but

Haggerty ||

27375 vebiees —
2 vehicles —
as the most con- Foad watcher
gested two-lane streteh In the coun-
ty. Taking flrst place was Dequlndre,
from 14 Mile to Lovington In Troy,
with 30,8183 vehicles.

In fact, segments of Haggerty in
Farmington Hills take fourth and
fidth place In the county survey. The
12 to 13 Mile segment of Haggerty
Road - fourih place — has an aver-
age dally count of 26,975 vehicles. In
fifth place 15 the thoroughfare's Nine
to 10 Mile segment, with 26,988 vehi-
cles,

‘don't

clals, who have been In the forefront
of drawing attention to the growlng
need for major road Improvements
in the community.

Armed with the survey's results,
assistant city manager David Call
compared Farmington Hills' con-
gested road segments with those in
other clties, Ten segments in Troy
and West Bloomileld Townshlp were
in the top 52 of heavily congested
two-lane roads. Novl followed wltb
seven, Call sald.

Because some of the counts iu the
OCRC survey were not necessarily
taken within the last few months,
Call expects to compare Farmlngton
HIlls traffic counts with thesc taken
by the OCRC.

“There are some that I qumunn
Call sald. For example, be's skepti-
cal about the higher count for 12
Mile, Halsted to Drake, than for the
Drake to Farmington Road segment.

The traffic counts along Middle-
belt, from 14 to Eight Mile, also
should have been higher — at least if
watching the congestion along the

THE SURVEY .resulls, however,
PFarmington Hills affl..
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Mayor Ban Marks With Elslo McKoomi. [ d es Farm!

Hills® 5m‘p ¥ ,'

SNne’'s apehldl S
Hills honors assessing clerk

By Joanne
staft weltor

Walk past the Farmington Hills
assessing dlvislon in clty ball and
it's Elsic McKeown who waves,

‘I feel like a part of this.
This is my home. And I
come to this building
as my f home. |

smiles or glves an I
nod.
She’s the one you'll probably see
after clty hall’s doors close for the
day. She's known for giving that lit-
tle extra — planting flowers in the
clty ball courtyards or serving on
the city's beautlfication and energy
commisslons.

McKeown was honored Monday
night by the Farmington Hllls City
Councll, admlnistrators and col-
leagues as the clty’s first Employ-
ceof the Year.

The eight-year clty veteran was

Ploaso turn to Pago 8
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RANDY DORST/staff photographer

Elizabeth Cowan (centsr) and her daughters, Vida (loft) and
Mia Butler, All holped ssve a 32-year-old Detroltor from his

g houso Dec. 28,

v <

and selected for the

do have an interest in
the community and it's
genuine.’
— Elsle McKeown
Farmington Hills

honor by her fellow employees and
supervisors from a fleld of 270 full-
tlme and 200 part-time city em-

ploy

"ll's avcrwhclmlnx Ihave pever
had that bappen to me,” sald
McKeown, who accepted her honor

with tear-filled eycs,

A clerk in the assessing division,
McKeown is known for preferring
“to remaln In the buckgmund but
she'll do anything to maki
Tun smoothly,” according to those
who nominated her.

“SBE HAS a good heart and
helps her neighbors and those less
fortunate without looking for rec-
ognition or reward,” according to
nomlnations, “She goes out of her
way to help the public 2nd qulte of-
ten docs more than her share of
work. And she makes peoplo feel
welcome,”

The Farmington Hills resident
makes no bones about fecling as
comfortable in clty hall as she is in
ber own home.

Piease tumn to Pego 4

Mother, daughters
save man from fire

"what’s inside

Around Farmington . .2B
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Footprlnts In history . .70
staff writer ‘I certainly don’t feel Obituarles . . . ".y. .7D
Elizabeth Cowan and ber two  fike 8 hero.’ Oplnlon . ., . ... 10A
daughters emerged from the Christ- — Mia Butler Police/tlirecalls . . . 12A
mas holiday just as they always had, nurs Readers' forum . . . 11A
with the typleal return to work and urse Sports. ... ....1-4D
fading es of 25, Travel . .. ......6D
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n fact, everything seemed com- ately available to bring the secem-
fortably in place a3 Cowan drove Ingly ilfeless De Priest bastkwluem Cl?gglj.lxeds.Secllona CEL
daughter Vida to work down Stout “We were scarcd. That's for sure,” Auto . ...
franmoiyhotig o Aol | s 11
g hours o ., 28, Eve! g that roulnsﬂunmminulmmt.he
is, cxcept for the smoke that en- £ 1P Employment. . . . .8C

ed a house and caused Vida to
cery out for her mother to atop.

What followed for Cowan, Vida
and Mla Butler will mzke this past
holiday season more memorable
than those previous.

The three helped save the Life of
Reginald De Prict, a 32-year-old De-
trolt postal carrier who had
out — just Inches from the front
door — from the smoke that filled
hls home,

Cowag, 43, and her daughter Mia,
20, are both familtar with We-saving
techniques. Cowan works as a census
clerk for Botsford General Hospital
in Farmington Hills and as a seere-
tary at Sinal Hospltal in Detroit.
Butler works as a nurse at the Farm-
ington Nursing Home and at Slnal.

BUT NOTHING, they admitted,

Wllh spllueccnd Umlng, Vida

raced down the street to the house
where her llswr lny llceplng at 6:30

a.m.,

ire department and

followed Mla Lo De Prict’s house,

Cowan was busy waking neighbors

in the adjolning homes to warn them
of the fire - a task that sounds easi-
er than jt is, sho sald,

Appareully wary of her knocking

on doors at so early an hour, many
neighbors were hesitant to come out
of their homes. But one look to the
:z:rnluﬂg house changed thelr minds,

Meanwhile, Vida had charted a

way into the home, and whlle her
mother warned the nelghbors, she
struggled to pull the 175-pound De
Pricst to safety.

prepa red thcre for the the enormous
e
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