suburban Life

Loralne McClish editor/477-5450

dhe Farmington Obzseruer

)
b

Thursday, January 8, 1987 OLE

(FH8

By Loutso Okrutsky
statf wrltor

Mich y

When

Ington Hills Chamber of Commerce
executlve director.

Although the entlre year (s devot-
ed to 's

front of Farmington Clty Hall, 23600
Liberty, and 2 p.m. in front of Farm-
Ington Hills City Hall, 31555 11 Mite.

Th flags will be

its
150th blrthday next ycar, Farming-
ton and Farmington Hllls will be on
hand to wave Its flags.

At the belm of the Jocal obser-
vance is the Farmington Area
Sesquicentennlal Committee: Kay
Briggs of Farmington Hllls, Marga-
ret Walker of Farmington and
JoAnn Soronen, Farmington/Farm-

The first local observance of the
Michigan Sesquicentennial was
made with a glit to Farmington
Communlty Library, a four volume
set of “Passenger and Immigration
Lists Index.”

The work was edited by P, Wil-
llam Filby, an Intetnationally ac-
clalmed gencalogy rescarcher and
compiler. The set Includes the sup-
plements to the original base set
first published in 1982.

The gift was made by Farmington
Genealogical Society, organized in
1973, which has donated a number of
«§ gencalogical reference volumes to
‘f the local lbrary,

The sesquicentennial gift, valued
at more than $500, will be shelved in
the Local History Room .of the

sesquicenntenlal, the actual anniver-
sary of the state’s admission to the
union on Monday, Jan, 26, 1837, is
targeted for a special local spottight.

Sesqulcentenntal flags will be
holsted In front of the Farmington
and Farmington Hills city halls dur-
Ing separate ceremontes on that day.
Ceremonles are set for 10 am, in

Farmington Branch Library, on
State and Liberty streets [n down-
town Farmington.

The Farmington society used the

proceeds it made from a recent"

Michigan Genealogical Councl] state
seminar, which It co-sponsored, to
purchase the volumes.

The complete elght-volume serles
Includes references to more than one
milllon persons who migrated to the
new world from the middle of the
16th century to the beginning of the
20th century,

The cltations bave been extracted
from a broad collection of published
passenger and naturalization
records,

A massive work, the entries pub-
lished to date cover only a fraction

e
provided by the Farmington/Farm-
gton Hills Area Chamber of Com-
merce. A third flag-ratsing ai the
end of the day Is set for Botsford Inn,
Farmington Hills.

PLANS ARE being made for
church bells to ring for five minutes
beginning at noon on that day.

Plans for a spiritual heritage ob-

IGenealogical society
marks 150 years of
statehood with a gift

of the 20 mililon Immigrants who
came to North America during thls
period. Annual supplements are ex-
pected to add about 200,000 addi-
tional names each year.

“THE WORK IS arranged in al-
phabetleal sequence, and is an essen-
tia) too) for those attempting to
trace famlly mligrations,” sald Mar-
garet Walker, who is a founder of the
local soclety, a past presldent of the
soclety, and who served as gencral
chairman for the state society’s re-
cent convention,

“The work is derived from world-
wide sources. The ‘index provides
many details, such as the name and
age of the
names and ages of any acccompany-
ing ds and relatives, date

The word from Michigan Sesqul-
centennial committees, on state,
county and local levels is “Get in-
volved.” The committees have spe-
cial events planned and ready to get
under way, some in the making,
some pendlng, with somcthing for
every resldent and every visitor on
the agenda. .

For everyone to get involved, they

pass along some suggestions for
large or small sesquicentennlal cele-
bratlons.

® 5cal a tme capsule to be
opened 150 years from now.

® Fly the sequicentennlal flag.

® Make up your own Michigan
history trivia contest.

@ Share Michigan tall tales, lcg-
ends and hiatorfes.

and place of arrival or destination,”
she sald

“It also gives the Information re-
garding the source from which the
data was extracted. The Index is a
primary rescach tool that previously
was available to local genealogists
only in such places as the Burion
Collectlon, Detrolt’s main library, or
in other major geneatogical libraries
throughout the country,”Walker
said,

‘The Farmington Genealogical So-
clety meets on the third Tuesday
evenlng of every month in Farming-
ton Branch Library.

All meetings are open to visitors
without charge,

® Write a play about Michigan
history, then produce It

® Plant a white pine.

@ Show children how to preserve
famlly photos or documents.

® Host a ‘150" theme party, and
play Michigan history trivia,

. the oldest person you know
to share thelr memories with you,

® Record an oral history of the

rimary immigrant, ' §

servance are being made for the last
‘wecekend in January. Thomas Carr of
Farmington is the church affalrs
Uatson for the local committce.
Local actlvitles continue through-
out the year. A varlety of ethnic or-
ganizations are gearing thelr annual

to the
One of the flrst of these s the an-
nual Robert Burns birthday dinner
sponsored by the St. Andrew Soclety
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, in the
Botsford Inn. The Amerlcan Scandi-
navian Foundation, Detrolt Associa-

Sesquicentennial activities under way

witha theme.

tlon, hosts a q
tennlal ball at 7 p.m. Feb. 21, in the
tsford Inn,

Farmington Chapter Older Wom-
en's League and the Michlgan Coun-
cll for the Humanitles will sponsar a
performance by Candace Anderson
at noon March 7 on the Qakland
Communlty College Orchard Ridge
campus. Anderson performs songs
she has written about famous and
not-so-fzmous women (n Michigan.

The Farmington Founders Festl-
val gets into the spirit July 16-18

A f y seot of

oldest person you know on tape or
video.

® Vislt historical museums in
other parts of the state.

@ Donate a family historical ob-
Ject or collectlon to a museum.

# Vislt historic homes, historic
buslness establishments and historle
farms, partlcularly those with exlst-
Ing historic buildlngs and farm

‘The Farmington Area Sesquleen-
tennlnl Committee cocrdinates a cai-
cndar of local sesquicentennial
cvents sponsored by clubs and ser-
vice groups. The commlittee wiil
publish the calendar on a regular ba-
3is beglnning in January,

0se who want their group's con-
tribution to the yearlong observance
Included on the catendar can contact
Soronen at the Farmington/Farm-
Ington Hllls Chamber of Commerce,
33201 Grand River, Farmington.

Scel d by Marga-

and tmmi- ton

v ty, p
gration Liets Indox" is now at the Farmington rot Walker (at loH) and éncky Davis, to librari-
Branch Library. Tho gitt comes from Farming- an Marilyn Smith.

Celebrate Michigan by becoming involved

equipment.

 Eat Michigan-grown foods.

® Vislt Michigan county falrs.
Some have been going on contlnuous-
1y for 150 years.

® Whatever you might choose to
sponsor with a Michigan theme, be it
4 sports event, baking contest, ice
cream social, dance, program, or
spelling bee, use the Michigan ‘150"

are taken by David Warner, In the
Michigan Sesqulcentenntal office in
Lansing, 1-517-482-1987,

logo to promote the event.

The loga Is given without charge
to non-profit groups and organiza-
tlons. Profit making organizations
are asked $150 for the use of the
logo,

Inquiries about securing the logo

,Jeano,”

ECurlollry about the woman best known as Marityn Monroe lod
‘Gloria Stelnem to write hor latest book, “PMarilyn: Norma

Feminist Gloria Steinem
seeks to find Norma Jeane

By Rich Periberg
staff writor

She bad a beauty that possessed
men, but she could blend into a
street crowd vanotlced.

She was successlully typecast as a
dumb blonde, but she eagerly read
the works of Lincoln Steffens.

She was what many call promiscu-
ous, but she seldom enjoyed sex,

She sald she longed to be loved,
but she had affalrs even while mar-
ried to a natlen's sports hero and a
country's leading playwright.

A woman of so-called easy virtue,
she turned down lucrative offera to
pose nude, but then accepted $50 for
a famous nude calendar shot.

And what's most enigmatic of all
about this woman called Marilyn
Monroe is that It was her death In
1862, rather than her 38 years of life,

that has made her one of the most
written-about women (40 books) in
the 20th century.

“It dldn't seem to be falr to focus
on her death more than her life,”
says Gloria Steinem, the femlnist
founder of Ms, magazine and author
of one of the latest books, “Marilyn:
Norma Jeane.”

“I was curlous about who Norma
Jeane was.”

IT WAS that curiosity that nur-
tured the text that wraps around
photographer George Barris' mostly
relaxed pictures of Menroe, the ma-
jority taken during the tast months
of her lfe.

Stelnem, at Border's book store at
Southficld Road and 13 Mile for a
book-signing session, writes sympa-
thetie essays about Monroe, describ-
ing her, ironically, as a lonely out-

cast even whlle she was America’s
most deslred screen star.

As that movle star, Monroe was
linked by remance, marriage or ru-
mor to a varled cast of men: Joe DI
Maggio, Arthur Miller, Frank Sina-
tra, Yves Montand and John and Bob
Kennedy, among many others,

“She Is the most womanly woman
I can imagine,” Miller said about her
before their marrlage. “Most men
become more of what they are
around her: a phany becomes more
phony, a confused man becomes
more confused, a retiring man more
reilring. She's kind of a lodestone
that draws out of the male anlmal
his essential quallties.”

Stelnem, however, explains differ-
ently how Monroe became the per-
fect woman for the post-World War
1T male.

*“She was the chlld-woman who of-

fered pleasure without adwlt chal-
lenge; a lover who neither judged
nor asked anything in return,”
Steinem writes,

“Both the roles she played and her
own publlc Image embaodied a mas-
culine hape for & woman who is inno-
cent and sensuously experienced at
the same time.”

MEN LOVED the Image, but
women feared, disliked and distrust-
ed it, according to Steinem. "By and
large, men weren't penallzed for
being assertlve or adventuresome or
intelligent,” says Steinem, noting
that Monroe's fideallzed woman
shared none of those tralts.

To know Steinem's Marilyn Mon-
roe is to study Norma Jeane Baker,
a young glrl abandoned by her father
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