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YNE TURNER doesn't have

a blg part In Meadow

Brook Theatre's current
production of “The Rose
Tattoo.” “I play a 35-year-old Italian
mother, Glusepplna, one of the four

- nelghbor women,” sald the young ac-

““The biggest thing I do in this play
is sing backstage, 1 sing eight times,
For this play I alng very subtly, two
Htallan songs. The volce has an Ital-
1an, sexy sound.”

Turner has packed a lot of drama
tralning and experience Into ber 23
years. One of four children of Cella
Merrlll Turner, the artistic director
of Will-0-Way Playhouse, Tyne first
appeared behind the footlights at the
age of 6 months when she was car-
ried onstage by her mother in the
closlng scene of a Will-O-Way pro-
duction.

Raised in Bloomfleld Hills, where
the popular repertory theater and
acting school had its bome for many
years (Will-0-Way bas alnce moved
to Blrmingham), Tyne made her sec-
ond atage appearance at the family'’s
theater when she was about 1%
years old. "I remember belng awak-
ened, sleeplng In a pluk tutu, coming
on at the end of ‘Carnival,’" she
sald,

AS A 2.YEAR-OLD, she played *

her next stage role at Bloomfield
Country Day School. "My two sisters
went there for free,” she recalled.
“My mother directed a Christmas
pageant, and I was an angel. 1
walked up to members of the cholr
and pulled on thelr beards and re-
turned to'the crib. There ‘are pic-
tures of this in the 1968 school year-
boak.”

‘Tyne Alda Turner was named af-
ter her great-grandmother, Christine
(pronounced Chris “Une,” rhyming
with “fine.””

“She was small and they called
her Tiny, for short,” said great-
grandmother's namesake. “They
called me Tiny when I was little,

* When I was about 7, 1 welghed about

130 pounds, I used to get teased, 80
they called me Tine [nstead." She
changed the spelling to Tyne, when
her name was confused with Tina
‘Turner instead of Tine Turner,

Because she has grown up with so
many people knowing her family,
Turner affecticnately thinks of lots
of these folks almost as if they were
relatives. To her, Terry Kilburn,
Meadow Brook Theatre's artlstic di-
rector, Is “llke my uncle. He's known
me since I was very young.”

When she was 11, Kilburmn wanted
her to play young Helen Keller in
“The Miracle Worker” at Meadow
Hrook, but she declined because her
father was ill, Turner said,
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Growing up on stage

Tyne Turner dyed her long, auburn hair black
for her role In Meadow Brook Theatre's pro-
duction of “The Rose Tattooa.” For the next

“I didn't come here (to Meadow
Brook) until I was 16.” she recalled,
She played Bea Bates, a meighbor
glr), In dircctor-playwright Charles
Nolte's “A Summer Remembered,”
which was having its world prem-
lere. “I celebrated my 17th birthday
in the green room,” she said.

A LOT OF schooling and stage
performances have happened be.
tween then and her return this sea.

son to Meadow Brook, on the Oak- .

land Unlversity campus In Rochester
Hills, She briefly returned to Detroit,
then got a call to work for her sec.
ond season with a dance-theater
troupe golng to Europe.

While she was in Detrolt, Turner
left a message for Kilburn with his
secretary, saying ahe was avallable
for work. Kilburn called her in Ver-
mont, where the troupe had gone be-
fore Jeaving for overseas. He offered
her two, maybe three roles, In the
next three shows at Meadow Brook.

He invited her to be in "The Rose
Tattoo,” “A Flea in Her Ear” and
posslbly “A Pack of Lles,” she said.
“He was really incredibly sweet. He
gave me my (Equity) card.”

She will play Antolnette, a French
maid, in “A Flea in Her Ear.” “Re-
hearsals start tomorrow,” she said
Monday, durlng an interview on the
set of ““The Rose Tattoo,” which runs
through Sunday, Jan. 25. Turner [sn't
perturbed about rehearsing one show

‘The exciting Champagne Brunch at the Bistro M is a
feast for the eyes and palate.

Spectacular fresh fruit. omelettes to order. hot carved
items, chilled salads. pastries galore and the champagne

Every Sunday from Il am to 3 pm. 51495 for adults.
seniors just $11.95 and $6.95 for children under 11. All
prices plus tax and gratuity.

Call 5596500 for reservations

Michigan tnn, 16400 J.L. Hudson Drive. Southfield, Michigan.
313/559-6500

bob,""Turner

while appearing In agother. "I've
done that a Iot,"” she sald.

Of the third show, “Terry Is con-
sldering uslng me as a policewoman
[n'Pack of Lies.’ "

Turmer was a senlor at Roeper -

School dn Bloomfield Hills when Kil-
bumn called her mother to ask for

DAN DEAN/gtaff photc

show, “A Flea in Hor Ear,” artistic director
Teorry Kilburn “wants to cut It Into a *20a

some students to appear In “A Sum-
mer Remembered,” Turner and an-
other student, also from Rocper and
WiI-0-Way, were chosen,

“I'D RATHER work bere than

anyplace else in Detroit" Turner .

said, in ber strong, clear voice with
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Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons ¢ Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon,-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward « Birmingham
Qx| 6442013 @
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firm enunclation. “I'm not trained so
much [n modern plays. I really do
classlc plays. That's' what I enjoy
dofng. This (Meadow Brook) scems
uI) be' the forum for American clas-
sles.”

Scated {n a comfortable chalr on
the lving-room set for “The Rose
Tattoo,” Turner detailed her Nfe up
to now, laughlng as she answered
questions and told her story with
verve.

She first returned to Detroit after
lving two years In New York. She
worked professionally with opera
companles in musicals, with the Jea-
nifer, Muller and the Works dance
company in Europe and on the crulse
ship Norway,

Turner came back, sbe sald, be-
cause, “My father (Ken Turner) has
beea serlously ill. He was io a purs-
Ing home. T came home to take care
of Daddy, and I was unemployed
agaln.” A friend of a frlend was
hired to produce a show for the
Fraser Parks and Reereation De-
partment and hired her to direct the
Pproduction,

The producer was Michael War-
ren, who also lives In Warren. “I
stayed there while I was directing,

choiceof..

Crab Legs
or
Prime Rib
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Tyne Turner is home again, at Meadow Brook

and slx weeks later we were en-
gaged,” Turner sald. “I got my fa-
ther Intd' a bouse and got a man to,
take care of him.” o i

1

TURNER SAID her flance Is “kindis

of like my manager.” She continued, |

“We're Amway distributors.” The.
couple plans to be wed on Feb. 13,
1888, waiting until they have same
some-money and also because, It's
four days after my blrthday. I will'
have turned 25 She sajd ahe didn't
want (o marry untii she was nllen'tf
25. i

Turner plans to have a traditional!
wedding. “I'd lke to give my parents’
a big froufrou,” she said. One of the
actress’ responsibilities on the crulse
ship Norway was putting on shows
with celebrities, such as the
Smothers Brothers, the Fifth Dimen-
SIholn' Phyllls Diller and Sergio Fran-
chl.

“I ran their show and hosted them
for a week,” she sald. Some good
{rlendships were formed, “ o
Franchi and the Fifth Dimeasion are
probably coming to my wedding.”

A DINING EXPERIENCE...

Qur new chef, Chris Tobias, invites you
to experience his newest creations. With
the purchase of any entree, enjoy your

Petite Portion

offer good Sunday through Thursday until Feb. 28, 1987

We feature a continental style menu, including
specials created daily...Your dining experience
begins with homemade bread & ends with our
B\ gourmet dessert cart.
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$3 95 additional

555 5. Woodward
2Bk, 5. of Brmingham Theatre

642-9400

Mustbe 21 years old

Expires: February1,1987

Celebrate Sheraton’s
Fabulous Fifties

50% off any weekend night
50 rooms available
*additional Sheraton Savings

. begins January 9
For Reservations: 348~5000

<00 SHERATON RiE OV, MICHIGAN 28050
3121348 5000
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