Statehood

Toledo played significant role

David Litogo! teaches elemen-
tary school history in Farmiington
Pudlic Schools. He is a member of
o:e Farmington Historical Soci
ety.

By David Litogot
spoclal writor

One-hundred-fifty ‘years ago this
month, President Andrew Jackson
signed a blll that made Michigan the
26th state In the Unlon. Detroit, the
capltal at the time, planned speclal
celebrations that included parades, a
ball and a public dinoer. At that din-
per, toast after toast was given to
this newly formed state.

One of the most colorful was of-
fered to the state of Ohlo:“Our neigh-
boring sister, and her boasted mil.
llon of {reemen — Michigan nelther
forgets or forgives, yet, the dark
ﬁl be uxm. and the wrong made

it ..

What was thls “wrong” that per-
son was talking about? What will
5.lchigm never “forget” or “for

ive?”

The issue leading up to Michigan
statehood centered around a 468-
square-mile I;mp of :n;ﬁ that was
supposed to be part of Michigan but
was claimed by Ohlo. This wedge of
land, known as the Toledo strip,
brought the two states to the edge of
all-out warfare.

From the earliest days of Inde-
pendence, the northern boundary of
Ohlo, west of Lake Erie, was an east-
west line drawn from the southern
tlp of Lake Michigan. This put the
:’pwn of Toledo north of the Ohlo bor-

ler.

‘When Ohlo became a state in 1808,
she brought along a constitution say.
ing that the boundary line must be
tilted 2o that the mouth of the Mau-
mee River would lie in Oblo.

footfrlnts

Finally, Congress and President

Jackson became involved. A plan
‘was worked out whereaa [f Michigan
wabted to become a state, It would
the To-
ledo strip and in return receive the
western part of the newly named

in history

Congress at first accepted this
change, but after two years and two
more U.8. surveys, declared the car-
ller boundary — a line that put To-

ledo in Michigan Territory where it
belonged.

SOME OF this land was unoccu-
pled and actually clalmed by two
“states” Michigan was officially
still a territory cven though almost
all the “requirements” for statehood
were fulfilled.

Stevens T, Mason, Michigan's 23-
year-old "boy governor,” called a
convention in 1835 to make a consti-
tutlon 'Drn,h the staté. She had more
than enough people to quallfy.

Al the zame time, Ohlo claimed
furisdiction over the Toledo Strip.
Michigan claimed it In its constitu-
tion, Mllitla companies were mobil-
Ized, peace officers sworn In, parad-
ing took place and arguments and
oratory were common. Money was
appropriated by each side. Flags
wero put up on poles and hauled
down by the oppoesition.

Michigan even asked Congress for
a three-man commisslon to negoti-
ate a settlement, but the governor of
Ohio, Robert Lucas, refused to take
part and would refuse any agree-
ment that put Toledo Lo Michigan.

A Michigan militin captured an
Ohlo survey team. Two-hundred
Michigan noldlen invaded Toledo.
Ohloans called Michiganians “woive-
rines” because they were like the
“viclous, smelly, ugly, northwoods
anlmal.”

“upper p

MICHIGAN HAD legitimata claim
to the Toledo strip. The ordinance ol
1787 awarded |t to Michigan, suy
veys reaffirmed it. But Ohlo was |
stale with voting power; Michigan
was still a territory and anxious to
recelve the benefits of statehood.

The government of Michigan ac-

cepted the compromise. On Jan. 8,
1837, by a vote o( 25-10, the US. Bw-
ate admitted Michigan to tho union
and on Jan. 28, the House of Repre-
sentatives concurred by a vote of
13243, On Jan. 26, 1887, Michigan

a! officlolly proclaimed the 26th

Thb mighty step climaxed years
of poor roads, mosquites, Indian
treaties and unfavorable lurvey re-

poris. Americans had removed the
Brlush threat, cleared and burned
acres for farming, plowed lis rich

sol), and came by the thousands
alung the Erie Canal-Lake Erle cor-
ridor. The state was seelng steam
ships, raiiroads and a tremendous in-
flux of people,

But (hose peopla who experienced
the troubles of achleving statehood,
will never “forget or forgive” our
nelghbora to the south.

(As a footnote to this, Michigan
has filed sult In federal court to re-
claim Toledo in 1915, 1922, 1932,
1945 and 1966.)

Material from: “Michigan, A
Bicentennial History," Bruce Cat-

ton; “Michigan, A History of the
Great Lakes State,” Rubenstein
and Ziewacz.

Talk’s theme — Soviet Union

Dr. Carol Rittner, a member of
the Religlous Slsters of Mercy, will

manship, Sister Carol is alzo the
eoordlnnlnr of a pmject, sponsored

address the Jewish Co

. Council Delegate Assembly and
guests at 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. B, at
Adat Shalom Synagogue.

. The synagogue is at 20901 Middle-

belt, Farmington
1+ . Sister Carol joined a recent dele-
. gation to the Soviet Unlon led by
* Elle Wiese), there as chalrman of the

U3 Holocaust Memarial to
i invite various Soviet officlals, histo-
! rlans and others to an international
» conference on the non-Jewish vie-
- tims of the Holocaust to be held in
* Washington, D.C. at the end of Feb-

ruary.
Sister Carol a speciallst in Holo-
. eaust studles and Christian-Jewish
relations is director of the February
conference.
During ber remarks, Slater Carol
" will report on both the purpose of the
delegation and their encounters with
the refusenlk communlty.
Aside from her conference chalr-

by the Jew!
and lhe National Con!erence of Cath-
ollc Blshops Office on Catholic-Jew-
Ish that is

1988, and an edlted book, “The
Courage to Care: Rescuers of Jews
During the Holocaust” (New York:
New York University Press, 1988).

Sister Carol and Sondra Myers are

g a
Holocaust curriculum for use in
Catholle schools.

In 1964, Slster Carol organized an

of the film
and co-cditors of the book.
Dr. Rittner received a Bachelor of
Col

Aris degree in from Collegn

a Master of Arts de-

by the Unlted States Holocaust Me- peo In English from the University
morial .. and a o
focusing:.on -noaJews who: } hlgher education ldmlnhtntlnn

Jews during the Holocaust.

The conference, “Fanh ln
Humankind: Rescuers of Jews Dur-
Ing the Holocaust,” was held at the
U.S, Department of State,

Outcomes of the conference in-
clude a five-part radio serles, “Sto-
rles for the Day of Remembrance”
(New York: ADL of B'nal B'rith,
1986);, a movle, “The Courage to
Care" (nominated for a 1988 Acade
my Award for Best Shart Documen-
tary); a Viewers Guide for the film
(New York: ADL of B'pal B'rith,

* from the Pennsylvania State Unlver

sity.

She i3 completing another mas-
ter’s degree in theology at St. John's
Seminary, Plymouth.

Also on the agenda for the eoun-
cil's January assembly, open to the
community and free of charge, Is the
announcement of members of a
nominating committee who will se-
lect candldates for 1987-88 council
offlcer and executive committee po-
sitions.
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Lapham’'s Annual

Winter Sale

Starts Jan. 8

20% 1 50% oFF

Storewide
including Suits and
Sportcoats

o

January ‘25th
BAR & GRILL 2

¥ Lunch & Dinner
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IGA TABLERITE
Beet, Sirloin

Steak

Whole Beei New York

Strip Loin

52.29..

Cut & Wrapped Free!
\ Save 70* LB, /

<
ORCHARD-10 IGA
24065 Orchard Lake Rd.

SAT 8.9; SUN. 3.5

Michigan

White:
Round

Potatoes

5 LBS. OR MORE

dtrom Ground
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