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Nancy Pattcrson Lamb s an artlst who wants
the best of both worlds, She started out as an indi-
viduzl artlst, the kind who makes one plece at a
time and sells it through art galleries and shows,

A quarter of & century 2go ahe declded that she
could never make ecough money that way to sup-
port herself as a potter, Somehow she had to find
a way to mass-produce her handerafted work so
that she could make meney and still be able to

- experiment as an artist.

You should see how now, at Iron Mountain
Stoneware Inc., in the village of Laurel Bloomery,
Teas., her band-made pottery coming off a pro-
duction line of bands in the forested Appalachlan
Mountalns,

They use the same technlques an artlst-potter
uses in a studie, making good pottery the way it
was mede 100 years ago, but the result ia several
thousand pleces a week sold in hundreds of stores
nationwide.

HOW DID a dreamer like Nancy get to a place
like Laurel Bloomery, population 90? She was
born fn Wisconsln, grew up in Callfornla, attended
Universlty of Southern Callfornia and later Art
Center, in Los Angeles, and had worked for five

as a potter when the "light went on.”

“Iknew that I conldn't do things the way they
were dolng them, making your own clay, hand
crafting at every step, and make enough money to
goon being an artist-potter,” she sald,

Nancy went on a pllgrimage that lasted several
years, to learn how to mass-produce handmade
ceramles.

She spent part of that time In Scandlnavia, at
Royal Copenhogan in Denmark, and Arablz in
Finland, and learned one of many lessons: You
ne¢d somebody who is good at selling products to
support your experience as an artist.

SHE, SPENT another four years in Talwan,
learning how to creale a production system for
Peltou Ceramlcs of Talwan
E}s‘d the fIrst bandmade stoneware ever sold in the

et
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Artist-pottor Mancy Pattarson opent yoars in Scandinavia and

Taiwan leaming her craft, but plckod tho tiny T vil-

Nancy had never lived in Tennessee, but when
it was time to make ber dream come true, she
moved to this tiny village in the crook of a Ten-
nessee hill, partly because it was a central place
among the clays of Tennessee, Kentucky and
South Carolina,

Her husband, Joc Lamb, who calls himself 'the
ervand boy' but Is really the vice president in
charge of flnances and mechanlcs of this business,
has another explanation. “She likes it here.”

Joc was an englneer making pottery machinery

'Best of both worlds .
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when they met and he makes that machinery
work here among (hree dozen employees recrult-
ed from the Jocal area. Every single one of the

- employecs was tralned here, up the hill from the
main street, the only street in town. Many have
been kiere since fron Mountaln Pottery opened
more than 20 years ago.

Joe and Nancy buy their body clay In bags, but
they make all thelr own glazes and molds. Any
housewlfe watching David Phillipp! fit the clay
into a mold for a casserole lid wauld recognize the
process.

HE TAKES a preformed “mud ple” and makes
a “ple shell” out of it, poklng a hole In the middle
td let out the air. He puts the ple in a jiggering
machine, exactly the way potters did a century
2go.

Lila Dunn i3 over by the window making han-
dles for a uart casserole and Dora Adams
is around the corner doing bandles for coffce
cups. They are “pulling the handles” like art
potters do; Joe gayn this is the only place In the
Uni!led States where it Is done on a production-line
seale,

After a lttle smoothing, the newly formed
plece goes through a first firing at 1,800 degrees.
‘That takes the remaining free water out so it can
*absorh the paint and the

The ceramlic pleces are beginning to look like
recognizable products now, espeelally when you
sec Fern Street handpalnting plichers, brown
plant on biscuit-colored clay. It will be a blue.
gray background with cobalt blue flowers when it
is glazed, flred at 2,500 degrees and ready for the
market.

It is hard to watch Fern and Mary Greel dip
that beautlful design in a pot of
even though you know that the glaze will be trans-
parent after the firing, leaving the design to shaw
through,

IN ONE FASCINATING little side demonstra-
tlon, we watehed do something Nancy
learned lang ago at that Chinese pottery place in
Talwan: If you dip different parts of the plate sev-

- Iron Mountain
Stoneware uses the
same techniques an
artist-potter uses in a
studio, making good
pottery the way it was
made 100 years ago.

eral times in the same glaze, letting the dips over-

lap, you will get a pattern use the double-

dipped areas come out Mghter than the rest. There

13 {ron in the clay and Iron in the glaze; the further

you get from the iron In the clay, the lighter it
ets,

That is all back room stulf, of course. If your
eyes Jave good pottery, you have already sucked
in your breath as you entered the showroom and
saw the plates and bowls and tiles glowing on
shelves and tables In every direction. There are
dinner plates and fruit plates, Happy Birthday
and Happy Anniversary plates, most of them
bearing Nancy’s own designs,

Nancy started out a long time ago trying to )

make & dream come true. Now ahe llves amlid a
glory of mountalns; doing the things that every
mother does — getting three teenagers off o
school, attendiog ball games and band concerts —
and she is making her handcrafied pottery on a
mass market scale,

‘The best of both worlds. .

For more Information, contact Nancy and Joe ™

at Iron Mountaln Stoneware Inc., Laurel Bloom- .

ery, TN 37880 or telephone (615) 727-838.

PS, WHILE you are appreclating what [ndlvld- . '

ual creative people can do in thelr own corner of
Tennessee, go a few miles down Highway 19E to
the Ridgewood Restaurant, just south of Bluff
City, where Grace Profitt and her son Terry make
barbecue lovers suck thelr teeth and say 'ah’ with
thelr pork and beef barbecue, served with pork-
and-beans and slaw.

Ridgewood Reataurant s not exactly a "diner,”
but it bas the same amblence, two long rooms of
booths and tables, set against the trees and hills of
Tennessee. They amoke meat over green hickory

weod end zerve It wrapped in 2 splcy barbecue
Inapot. .

sauce, The beans come
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