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ENDY ROLLEN closed
the doors on " Arbor
Realty,- walked away
- from a successful busl-

.and mever looked back; she'd

rather. be’ playing Cole Porter than

mlln; out a purchase agreement.

‘T think § must-tiave sold half of
the houses In that subdivislon over
there,”. she sald of rccently devels
oped property in the Drake-13 Mile

area. “But It precluded anything
eLse ‘1 missed the muslc, and T was

growing weary of the business, A lot
of us hnve me ability to sell real es-
tate. X have-a speclal ablllty to play
musle, so-it was a traasltion of the.
beart.” -

Even while she was a real cstate
broker she kept her fingers on the
, Eq0 g In the few en-
gagemunu she could, developlng a
.. | style sbe has turned into an art for
" | the planist hired to play for offico
. parties or house parties. .
* #I can't remember when T've gone .
to' work and not had a good time,"
he gald, since she's back at-the pl-
ano full time. “And after I've dons
my work tha people I've been with
. | are Always happier, .

. “"When T first started to play for
partles ~ about 12 years ago — I
became known as “The Plano Lady’
. wd I'm happy lo be pleking up that .

te ngnin ** Rollin sald.”

ONE OF 'I'HE requlslus for being
a plano player for partles is knowing
how %3 l&l,ny “New York, New York.”

. f oubt, or.without.a see-
oud 1g the :

¢ .. that s

requested’

amy age who gather around a plano,”
Rollin sald,

the most
of-all songs from those of

" But whatéver the song requested
she'll be able.to play It, because she

The Piano Lady
She plays the mu3|c that‘glvesf
th_e party its punctuatlon mark

began plnylng by car at an'early agg, ,

a taleat that never left her,

18 mostly. self-taught, Her mu-’

She
sical-minded famlly gave her *a few
lessons,” she sald, from a neighbor-
hood uacher when she was'8, 50 she
could learn how to read music, Much
later, when she began enlertalning
at partles ‘she took ‘some’ formal
tralning from noted Detrolt jazz mu-
slcian “Bess Bonnier because she
‘wanted to add jnu numbers to her
repertolre. -

She played lor folk singers whlln
she'was in Oak Park High School and .
then In an-all-girl band and a rock
band while at Unlversity of Michl
gan, Later.she played keyboard and
plano, wrote seme music and dld the
arrangements for & band called "ln-

terlude.”

After becoming “The Plano Lady
she.never advertised,

“My number wasi'{ even ln the
phone book,” she sald. “Every party, *
every Iunchoan, every wcdding I
ever . played [or- came by .way 'of

mouth. I'm sure it was the reportoire
“n concious effort on my part to sc-
Tect songs carefully, seléet sonp
that atfect people, sclect songs to
commodate all ages and tastes, com-
blne the famillar with the

estate buslaess was mko an the juh .
of writing the score for “Let Me
Start All Over Again” |

The documentary oo the Salvnuon
Army and the work it iy dolng on be-
Half of the komeless in America was
written and produced by Jerry Pl-
aseckl and Is belng shown privately
by vyarous organizations as a fund-, .
* raiser, It iz scheduled to bo shown nn
‘PBS this spring.

Tho score of despair ls played h
solo. plano throughout most of um
film, then ends on: 2 nobe of hope ln
the Gospel genre, -

*That's my wﬂous slde, hut 1 ukc
1t 21, she sald.

- “L'know that tho party pluno play-
er Is sometindes- thought of as the -
poor ‘relative of muslcianship, but
it's not so. 1t i3 an art form unto It-
self, shesald, .

Rollln is very adamant that ﬁm
party piano plager {3 not’ to" be
confused with the plano plnycr atthe
cocktail bar,

“He or. she is- definltely in the
background, much. llke. the. smoke
*that fllls the room. T make things ..
smoke, but I smoke like fire,” she -
gaid, “I add another dimension to the
food and the drink and-the party -

"l will'play the theme from "Be-
very Hllls Cop,' very popular now,
and follow It up with one of my own
s00gs_or one of my own arranges
ments, of a song no ono has ever

heard playcd qu!le ﬁu\t way before,”

sho sald,.:
e mexehacommmthm TURs.
nlng ‘between setllng reat estale agd
playing the piano at parties, It is that
you havo to know what people want
amfl then serve’ n up to* Lbcm," sha
sa

ONE OF THE flrst things Roltln
dld after-closing up shop in the real

glveitits p
mark. I glve it an lmpncL ;

“I get people tappling their tocs or .
get tha dancing started: At onoofflce *
_ party in Decemeber:a guest told me .
E{ed alwnynuwuuted tg:slng ‘Won't -

{w cuuld hum. ur rlnx Anythlna
aldn't play. "~ =3,
Rollin says she cio also pliy any ..
style. If she has developed & style nio:_
her own she says it would be:

* “Romanticlsm — but upbeat mmnn
ticlsm.” -
Thc Plnna Lady can be rmched at

Planlnl, compomr and arranger wandy Hollin _dovote her time to what she anlvy- moﬂ. cn- .
553 tumod hor back onz ‘successful buslness to '

|erinlnlno at tha keyl

RANDY BORST/staft WW

9 always wanted to join the sisterhood

even as a young girl in elementary
school. 1 feel fortunate 've always had
a calling to this lifestyle.’

— Sister Franciline
Madonna College

In the top 100

Madonna’s leader crackles with energy

By Tom Hendorson
staff writor

ENERGY SHORTAGE? Not In the viclnity of

Sister Mary Francilene, the presldent of

Madonna College. She crackles with elec-

triclty as she surges down hallways and
into meetings. Edison could tap into her and forget
about nuclear power.

But It's an energy, a fervor, that is under control
and directed — so well channeled, in fact, that
Francllenc was recently named by the Exxon Corp.
as one of the top 100 college presidents in the Unit-
cd States,

She was onc of flve chosen from the state, the
others belng John DiBiagglo of Michigan State,
Norbert Hruby of Aquinas, Harold Shapiro of the
Unlversity of Michigan and Gordon VanWylen of
Hope College.

FRANCILENE'S SMILE |s the first thing that
greets visitors, that and a [lrm handshake. But
don't get comfortable.in her big office, not If you're
planning on spending much time with her, because
about as soon as you slt down, you'll be up and off
as she scurries from one plnce to another on the
Madonna grounds, her smile leading the way.

Smille? There are river valleys smaller than her
smile. It's a smile that makes the Cheshire cat's
look like a grimace, like maybe there's a car
parked where his tall used to be.

Don't mistake the smile for softness. Behind it s
a sharp mind in the hablt of making quick deel-
slons.

“She’s effective and efficient,” said Andrea
Nodge, Madonna’s director of public relations, who
has watched Sister Francllene run many meetings.
“When you're in a meeting with her, she's very open
and will ask you your oplnion, but when it's time to
make a decislon — boom, boom, boom — she
makes it."

A RECENT planning scsslon for hext summer’s
40th anniversary ball was typlcal. Its place on the
afternoon’s agenda came after quick visits to the
Wbrary and to the computer lab to check on the
status of used, donated computers, (The new library
was a project particularly dear to Francilene. I
spent o tot of time with the architeets,” she said.)

Francllene met to discuss the ball with Nedge,
Larry Rzepka, the dircctor of alumnl and parent
relations, and Sister Lauriana, the school's vice
president for development. Francilene asked good

questions, got good answers and made good deci-
slons.

At one point, she decided letters announcing the
ball should go out in February. “I think February is
too late," sald Rzepka.

“No, it's not," sald Francilene, She said It with a
smlle but there was a steel edge to her voice. Not
unfriendly, but exceedingly firm. Next tople,
please,

“I'm a good leader in a team approach,” she ac.
knowledged.

HERS IS a decisive style of leadership that those
close to her say is qulck, but fair. She is to the point
in a meeting, and those with her are supposed to be
to the point, too. No wasted time, motion or energy.
The meeting beglns, she conducts it like a maestro
leading an ensemble, and as quickly a3 it starts, the
meeting ends. And she's out the door and down the
stairs to new business elsewhere on the campus or
In the community.

Maybe It helps her in conducting her meetings
that she conducts elsewhere, too — as a regular
guest conductor for the Oakway Symphony Orches-
tra, “I always dlrect marches, in keeping with my
personalily,” she joked, (Francilene will canduct
Oakway's 14th annual Cabaret Concert at Madonna
at 8 p.m. Saturday, March 28.)

Francllene was a musiclan and music teacher
long before it was declded she would become Ma-
donna's president. She used to tcach the tune; now
she calls it.

Francilene also sings in the Fellclan Sisters
Cholr, is a member of the board of of the

leanher at Ladywood.

1 am a person who enjoys what they're doing.
When I was a music teacher [ really enjoyed it, and
Twas goodatit. . . When I have a new responsibll-
ity, I work at it very enthusiastically, 100 percent. I
{don’t) campare one job to another, one ministry to
another.”

MINISTRY 1S the key word there. Minlstry and
teamwork. Francllene .didn't become a college
president because she had a lifelong desire to be an
administrater. She became one because she was
asked by her superiors. As part of her vow of obedi-
ence, she accepted,

$0, In 1974 she became administrative assistant
to Sister Danatha, the former president who is now
director of computer services, and began course
work toward her doctorate in administration,
which she recelved three years later.

Under Francllene, Madonna's budget has grown
from about $2.7 mlllien to $11 milllon and the
school has contlnued to expand ity innovative pro-
grams.

For example, Madonna is the only college or unl-
versity in the state with a full-support program for
the deaf. The school began its extensive adult edu-
catlon program well before it became a staple at
other colleges. (Half of Madonna's enroliment
comes from traditional, fust-out-of-high school
ranks and the other l\nl! is adults attending part

time.) And the school offered one of the first liberal
arts majors in gerontology and now has programs
inh and medleal tech,

Livonta Chamber of Commerce and for a long time
served on the board of the Detrolt Leatning and
Speech Center.

FRANCILENE WAS the first of six children born
to Heetor and Irene VandeVyver, Four of them are
married. Two are Feliclan sisters, Francilene and
her younger sister by four years, Sister Joyce, who

In Lhe planning stages? An expansion of buslness
and teacher a new pro-

gram for llcensed practical nurses to eamn their
bachclor s degrees, nud a ll $-milllon, 12,000
sq Center.

But the story of Mndonua goes beyond facts and
figures and new programs.

“We're bulldlng a sense of community here,” sald |

Is the principal of St. Sabina School in
Helghts.

“I always wanted to joln the sisterhood, evenasa
young gir) in elementary school,” explalned Francl-
lene, “I feel fortunate I've always had a calling to
this lfestyle. A very strong motivation in my life Is
the sense of commitment to the Lord.”

Francilenc [s 45 and looks younger, She was 34
when she became Madonna’s president and didn’t
look much older than many of her students. Desplte
a tenderness in looks and years, she had no hesita-
tions about assuming the presidency and has never
looked back wist{ully to her former duties of piano

that includes everyone
from sludcnu to faculty to administration to the
lowllest janitor. “This fsn't j\m a job, bringlng peo-
ple together for a paycheck.”

Francilenc has grown in and with the job.

“T've developed a greater listening capacity,” lh!:
sald. “And because I have a fast metabolism —
speak fast and walk fast — I've had to slow daw'n
and give a presence of belng with those people who
want to talk to me.”

How clse has she wn? “In my ability to
wrlte.” And, with a chuckle, “my ability to answer
newspaper reporters.”



