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From stage to screen,
3 appealing new films

+ Three entertalning, well-done '
movles adapted from stago presen-
tatlons currently are playing around
un: metro area: “Little Shop of Hor-
rs,” “Crimes of the Heart” and
"Erighwn Beach Memeirs” {all PG-

18).

Incvitably one hears departing
viewers bemoaning how badly Holly-

0od mangles Broadway properties.
“Crimes of the Heart” seems the
focus of this complaint, in particular
led by the New York Times and
Tlme magazine, “Why can’t they
moke a film a3 good as the stage
show?"” ‘“Why docs Hollywood al-
ways ruln books and plays?”

‘The questlons that ought to be
asked are, “Why do we expect so
much of Hollywood?” and, “When
will we realize that a film is a {ilm
and 4 book ia a book and a play s a
play and even two-out-of-three don’t
match?"

Each of those medla have thelr
own unique characteristics, thelr
particular forms and technlques gr

same story In the same way with the
same impact

That's the end of the sermon, the
polnt of which ks, take each experi-
ence for what it is and accept the
Tact that plays are adapted for the
screen and not translated directly.

“Little Shop of Horrors” compll-
cates the matter since the current
{llm was adapted from tho Broad-
way show which, in turn, was based
on Roger Corman’s 1960 “Grade 2"
movie ahot in two days and a night in
a atorefront set left over from anoth-
er movie.

Corman's effort, which featured a
then-relative newcomer, Jack Ni-
cholson, a3 a masochistic dental pa-
tient, hns become somethlng of a
cult classic and spawned the award-
winning Broadway musical which
hag now been adapted for the screen.

THE HORROR In the “Little
Shop™ 13 a blood-eating plant from
outer space (Audrey IT} brought to
Mushrik’s Flower Shop by a schlep-

creating lmages and 13
human ima tion. When wo read,
our mind forms mental pletures gen-
erated by what those words repre-
sent. Just look them up In the dic-
tionary and find out what most peo-
ple agree these words mean.

The resulting imnges will be good,
bad or mediocre, dependlng upon
how well the author has arranged his
‘WOl

A THEATRICAL presentatlon is
somethlng else again, no matter
whether §t's an original script or
adapted from a novel. When we go to
the theater, we experience a lve
presentation, real people, really
doing things before our cyes, aod
with very few tricks.

A motfon pleture is a third kind of
experience, a remarkable and very
effective serics of mental illusions
created by a complicated and inter-
esting technology.

All three of these media have their
awn strengths and weaknesses, They
stimulatc our minds in dlfferent
ways, 5o It's a preity shoky proposi-
tlon to expect all three (o tell the

Py ployee, Sey v (Rick
Moranis), Buslness I3 bad and Mugh-
nik (Vincent Gardenla) s about to
flre Seymour and his one other em-
ployee, Audrey (Ellen Gmne), a dlz-
zy blonde with a masochistic hlker-

entist Dr.
(Slcvc Martin). The plant changes ail
tha

\

Sounds Ilke fun? Right you are, no
matter how much you may have
loved the Broadway show.

The same Is true for “Crimes of
the Heart” based on Beth Henley's
Pulltzer Prize winning-play. The
{lim features Dianc Keaten, Jessica
Lange and Slssy Spacek in an uncon-
ventional comedy about the three
McGrath sisters and their reunion.

“Brighton Beach Memolrs" was
adapted for the screen by Nell Simon
from his 1983 prize-winning (two To-
nys among others) Broadway suc-

cess,
The film was shot on location in
New York's Brighton Beach near
Concy Island in Brooklyn. Varlous
bulldings there and In Queens were
n:stm;cd to l;ﬁnl.:c mc‘ {llm's 1957 at-

Soymour Krelborn (Rick Moranis) talks to Audrey I, the littio
plant that grows as it eats people, in the film veralon of the hit
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Harold Gromeelakl shows off his plant creation, called Augle -
1, dltplnyod in the window of A Breath of Spring flower uhop
at Plaza in Bloomticld Toy

by Gene Saks (“Barefoot In the ence.

Park,” “The 0dd Couple” and ‘When you are growing up did yau

‘ Mnme." among othérs). snltch cookles from the kltchen, hide
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musical “Littio Shop of Horrors.”

ical memoir of Neil Slmon's adoles-
cence.

The Jerome family struggles to
make ends meet as (Blythe Danner),
and sons, Stanley (Brian Drillinger)
and Eugene (Jonathan Silverman).
Thera's also his widowed alster-in-
law Blanche (Judith Ivey) and her
two daughters, Nora (Lisa Waliz)
and Laurle (Stacey Glick

All of them siruggle wll.h life, love
and the problems of growing up as
the Depression swinds down and
World War IT winds up.

PERFORMANCES ARE unlform-
ly excellent, and amoeng the support-
ing roles, Steven Hills is particularly
effective as Mr. Stroheim, a pres-
sured Prussian reduced to running a
hat business in bad times. But In eve-
ry role, major and minor, the actors
realistically portray the pride and
problems of familly life.

The film Is well-photographed
{John Bailey — “The Blg Chil)” and
“Ordinary People”), in soft, warm
Images befitting a nostalglc re
cence, and dirccted with a deft touch
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“Brighton Bcach Memolrs” ls
Slmon's writing. HIs superb grip on
the essentizls of comedy, his fond re-
collections and hls writing skill pro-
vlde a marvelous, witty flm experi-

an:

toes and wonder why boys and girls
were different? Whether or not you
saw the Broadway version, you'll
love Nell Slmon's answers, on the sil-
ver screcn.

Ky0to

JAPANESE
STEAK HOUSE

DINNER

Hibachi Sirloin or Chicken Dinner, your choice includes
cntree, lhnmp appetizer, rice, salad, soup, vegetable, tea

dinner only until l/311/87' eicludlnn Sat.
DEARBORN (At Fairlone Center) 593-3200
TROY (West Big Beaver Road) 649-6340

REN CEN {Adjacent to the Westin Hotel) 567-9600

Offer good for

7
)

¢ Sundays, 1:30-3:00 p.m,
» 5 weeks of instruction
. *4weeks of league games
* 1 week of champlonships
* Members/$30,00 Non-i members/$4o 00
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contact the JCC
Phys. Ed. Dept. at
644-1000 ext. 240
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DELI-cious!
It's
DELI-ghtful!

You don’t have to go to New York for true deli
atmosphere, because it's here at Wicker Works.
Carved-to-order hot pastraml and comed beef
headline our chefs daily selection of dellcious
entrees, meats, cheeses, salads and to-go-withs,
Luncheon buffet served Monday through Friclay
from 11:30 am. to 2:30 p.m. Just $7.95.

ICKERWORKS

n the Northfield Hilton .
Croolaall?S * 879-2100 -




