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Japan s education system msplres praise

Continued from Page 1 .
“"plls' homes to confer with parents,
““he sald. "

»~« LATE LAST week — one week al-
ter the Bennett report was publliahed
- — a 20-natlon study concluded that
US, mathematics studeots trail
those in Japan and Hong Kong bee
wcause of unchallenging and repeti-
wtious curriculumns.

7" The report is expected to be the
‘main toplc at an international math
~symposium at the Natlonal Academy
+.of Bclences In this

bce,

nett’s report.

Unul that Is part of the American
culture, she sald, areas such as larg-
er class sizes cannot be consldered
here. “That's just not the reality,”
she added.

Desplie Beonett calling for US.
achools to learn the lessons of the
Japanese, an April 1988 report au-
thored by the $3-member Japanese
Natlonal Council on Educational Re-
form called Japan's schools "an edu-
catlonal wasteland in a udous state

of and

".weekend.
Farmlngton assistant suj peﬂnund-

ent for curriculum and staff devel-
+opment Judith White belleves the

~district Is on the right track, despite

the recent natlonal reports criticls

ing American education in general.

. Her position was created last
. year, and, she sald, the district is al-

ways looking for ways to update the
- eurriculum,

- “In general, T happeq to belleve ln
mnny of our areas, we have to up-
date our curriculum.”

umAIJ.Y IN math, the sub-
ject alm of the recent study, White Is
~confident {n Farmington's curricu-
-+lum trends. “I feel it's very strong,”
~:she sald, “Students have an opportu-
nlty to take some very strong cours-
posd .

The district is reviewing more

+ problem-solving courses and the use

of computers In tho math classes,
she added.

= ~ Alley said she would agree with

TAbe Importance of placing cmphasls

'm the educational system In the

Uniled States and with continulty In

the family structure — something

that allows the Japaness to deal with

. larger class sizes, according to Ben-

ACCORDING TO Frank Sanchu
— one of the 18-member commis-
slon that wroto the 1983 report “A
Nation at Risk,” labellng U.S, educa-
tlon 23 medlocre — the Japanesa re-
port was similar in criuchlnx‘l.he
entire educationnl system of that
country.

“I've always felt that thcy lmve
gone (o extremes In man
Sanchez sald. "The competluon iu-
stilled In kids in Japan Is tremendous
and therefore th: pressure is just
fantastie.”

The Japanese nport calls for con-

slderation of moving away from a
alx-day school week to a fiveday
week, relaxiog entrance require-
ments of unlveraities and upper sec-
ondary schools, involving parents
more In children's education, im-
proving teaching recrultment and
certificatlon and gearing education
more toward the individual student
rather than forcing atudents to con-
form to a system,

It also recommends reducing
classroom size from the current 45
students to 40.

DESPITE THIS sel-criticlsm
from the Japanese, Beanett sald he
2aw far more advantages than disad-
:banuga m(uze Japanese nymm.m'ig

pay, Benoett
that in 1984, starting salaries for
Japanese teachers were 12 percent
higher than the starting salaries of
engineers with a bachelor’s degree.

The FEA’s parent group the Mich-
igan Education Assoclation was
seeking more equitable pay for

teachers even before the Bennett re-

port. 'l'eachcn “ara not pald enough

— that is a reality,” Allsy suld,
speaking on a statowide basla,
“There has certainly been a push
from the MEA"

Problems In the Japanese :ym:m
include “rigidity, excesslve unlfor
mity and lack of choice; individual
needs and differences that recelve
1ittlo attention In school and nl@s of
student allesation,” Bennett added.

Associated Press contributed to
this report.

Former: North Farmington player dies in crash
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FUNERAL
held Tuesday at St. Fablan Catholic
Church, Farmington Hills. Burial
was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery,
Southfield.

Several friends — Includlng some
from school, his collega room-
mate and others In the Marine pro-
m spoke at the filled church

recalled Bowen from his
years as a young altar boy at the
church through his high school and
college years.

“There’s a special kind of close-
ness out there — a few people every-
one rallles around,” said a former
North football player, recalling his
friendship with Bowen.

“Mike was the one we remember
for that. He was just a plain great
guy

oass for Bowen was

HIS COLLEGE roommate talked
of Bowen's love of hls fraternity
brotherhood and how much the Ma-
rine program meant to him. A Ma-
rine buddy sald It best: “He grabbed
me and took me under his wing. I
koew he was the first one to
motivate me, I'll mizs him
much.”

The Rev. Michael Moloar was in-
vited by the family to offer the fu-
neral mass. “The young who die
have not missed out on life,” he said
during the sermon.  “Michael was
wllling to live life. He waso't afrald,
he took on the challenge.”

As part of the service, several
Items were offered In Bowen's mem-
ary, includlng a North Farmington
High School football jersey, a rattle
vepresenting his Iove of children, a
Marine blanket and cap, a Detrolt
Symphony program showing his 1it-
tle-known love of such music, and a
trophy ecarned with a childhood
fefend for a Fourth of July bleycle
contest.
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“There was nothing he wanted to
keep just for himself,” the priest
added, “It was for cverybody else.”

In addition to this pareats, Bowen
is survived by ‘three slsters, Kelli
Vroom of Portage, Kathleen Bowen
of Grand Rapids, Kerrl Bowen of

glll;éghvinNB(éw one brother, Marine
t. Ke: en; his grandparents,
Baul Bowen of Champagne, 0L, and
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grabbe of
Inverness, Fla; and two nephews.
Arrangements were made by
gﬁ Funeral Home, Farmington

Memorjals may be made to the B,
Michael Bowen Memorizl Fund at
Norih Farmington High School. The
memorh! will be nsded to buy'm:xhe-

g permanent and lasting for the
hlgh school, dedicated in lhegmme of
“the former ' football co-cap
Cowan sald.

MetroVision reviews its rates

Continued from Page 1
Disney channel 18 $9.95 a month. Be-
cause the new law allows cahle com-
panies to market services without
restralnt and ¢o rely on supply and
demand, cable companies are not re-
stricted to increasing rates by & cer-
taln percentage, Samouellan sald.

In the past, cable

level of service from $7.25 a month
1o $9.95 as the company’s Installa-
tion costs loomed. Last year, Metro-

rates 50
mta. Blorklund sald.
Me!mVIllon officials decida it's

to locrease rates again, sul
wr!berl will be the flrst to knaw.
said he bas

maintain the right to enforce provi-
slons In the 15-year franchise agree-
ment. Muncipalities gtili malntain
the right to grant and renew fran-
chises as well as review cable ser-
vices,

Munclpalities’ right to demand
that cable firms provide puhl.lc ac-

required to ask munldpalmswlor
permission to Increase rates. When
thu cable industry and munlcipal

. representatives reached a compro-

mise over the natfon’s flrst cable
policy In 1984, citles were able to
continue regulating rates untll the
end of 1986,

IN LATE 1984,

notify subscribers as well as nm
Southwestern Oakland Cable Com-
misslon,

While the new law allows cable
companles to Increass rates accord-
ing to what the market can bear, it
also forces companles to contlnue
making good on their franchises,

in-
creased — with the three citles’ ap-
proval — its Ticr IH {channels 2-113)

Under the law, the cltles —
through the cable commisslon —

cess grants, equlp-
ment and franchise foes Is stilt maln-
tained, Samouellan said.
“Thoe law deflned that there was
respect (or u:e contract franchise
agreement” the three cities entered
into with H!thl:hm 1o May 1982,

Samouelian said.
WITH INCREASED hauslog

growth, particularly in Farmington
Hills and Novi, cable subscriptions
are again beginning to grow.
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