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staff wrilor

‘They’re down to four teachers and

"+ 27 students but the folks at the non- *

profit Lycee International School In
Southfleld aren’t out yet.

. President.of the blllngual school,
Btato Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farming-
ton Hills, la suing the French govern.
ment for breach of contract and in-
terference with“a business relation-

p.
+ The suit, flled two weeks ago fn
1.5, District Court in Detrolt,
tharges that the French government
falled to pay the school a grant of
200,000 Frenoch francs, about
$27,000.

- The money was expected during
the last schoo! year and had been In-
tluded In the school budget. Without
It, Fazon said, the school is belng
hounded by creditors.

. "We depended upon the additional
grant to support the institution,” he

d.

- IN ADDITION, the French gov-
erament withdrew {ts official ap-
proval of the school for chlldren of
French citlzens living and working
in the Unlted States. The approval
assures students that thelr educa-
tlonal credits would remaln valld
when they retummed to the French
school system.

It also makes French students eli-
gible for a form of flnanclal ald to
cover some of the tuitlon costs. The
French eventually reapproved of the
school for its students, according to
Faxon,

“Some French parents were ae-
tively discouraged from enrolling
thelr children, I've heard 2 lot of sto-
ries but I don't have any direct
knowledge,” he said. “Some parents
told us they were told not to return.”

Instead, the French government
and French-based corporations have
established 4 French school for the
lower grades [n the Blrmingham and
Bloomlield Hills achool systems, ac-
cording to Faxon, The older students
attend publle schools,

As a result of the g

classes from preschool through 10th
grade. This year, It's imited to pres-
chool through second grade, accord-
Ing to Faxon.

“We're still educating students
with a French teacher and pro-
grams,” he sald.

“The fact that they chose not to
retum s not an issue with us. It's
like rentlng an apartment. You have
the right not to rent again,”" Faxon
sald. “But they dldn’t pay us for the
past year.”

Besldes wanting to resolve the fi-
nancial disagreement, Faxon flled
suit to discover why the French de-
nied the grant money.

“There's a lot that we don't know,
We have nothing in the way of direct
communlcation,”

The sult alleges there are “others
who attempted to undermine the
school. Other actions will be taken
whsn thelr identitles are known,"” he
sald.
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ACCORDING TO Faxon, the
French government's posltion is that
Renault, which helped pay the costs
of educating chlldren of its French
employees in the United States, took
care of the government's obligatlon.

The Lycce Internationa) was be-
gun by Faxon In 1969 23 a bilingual
school, offering a French language
educatlon to U.S. students. In 1981,
Renault became involved in the
schoal, recommending it to Its em-
ployees,

“After the [nitlal Involvment with
Renault, the French consulate be-
came an ex officlo member of the
board, " Faxon sald.

The schoo continues to accept stu-
dents. It plans to return to Its origl-
nal concept of offering American
students the opportunity to learn
French.

“We've struggled to stay alive, We
won't go down llke the Alamo,” Fax-
on said.

Winter band concert set

The Farmington High School In-
strumental Musle Department is
presenting its winter band concert at
7:30 p.m. today (Thursdny), in the
hkigh school

3
actlons, the school went from 18
teachers and 140 students last year
1o three teachers and 27 students
thisyear,

: LAST YEAR, the school offered

Conducted by Grant Hoemke, the
concert will feature the Farmington
High Symphony Band, which was
awarded flrst place in national band
concerts twice durlng the past three
years,

The program wiil include music
by English composer Willlam Byrd,

4
Vincent Perslchett!, John Philip Sou-
sa, and a new work based on the
writlngs of St. Francls Assisi by
Milchlgan natlve Jim Curnow,
Admisslon is $1.50 for adults and
75 cents for students and senior citi-
zens. The school is at 32000 Shiawas-
see, west of Orchard Lake Road.
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Meet bridal designer
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Jacobson's

We welcome Jacobson’s Charge Card or The American Express® Card,

Shop unill 8 p.m. on Thureday and Friday
Until 8 p.m. on Monday, Tusaday, Wednesday and Saturday

“What does
Mozart have to
- do with the
life insurance
- business |
in Michigan?”
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Orcheatra Hall, Detroit, Michigan
“When Detroit’s historic
Orchestra Hall faced the wrecking
ball in 1970, financing
from Alexander Hamilton Life
. Insurance Company saved it.

“Paul Ganson, a bassoonist with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, was desperate in 1970 for money to save
Orchestra Hall. He unsuccessfully solicited everyone he
thought might be interested in saving the acoustically perfect buflding, constructed
in 1919, from being replaced by a pizza parlor.

“If Alexander Ifamilton Life had not provided Paul the funds wilh 2 lust
minute mortgage, there would be no Orchestra Hall today...and no perfect
place for Mozart.

“Over the past 16 years, hundreds of concerned citizens, and several founda-
tions, have contributed time, craft skills and money to restore Orchestra Hall.

“Just as Orchestra Hall is one of the finest musical facilities in America,
Alexander Hamilton Life, with over 600 employecs in Farmington Hills, is one of the
Nation's leading insurance companies providing tax sheltered annuities, 401(k) and
IRA retirement plans and a wide-range of life insurance and investment products.

“Orchestra Hall is just one example of Alexander Hamilton Life's commitment
to Michigan. Our Company,
with over 2 million customers
throughout all 50 states,
invests $1.7 billion in assets to
assure financial securlty for
our client families and to help
enrich our community.

“Orchestra Hall has been
saved but not completely
restored. About $6.3 million
more is needed before this
miraculous building, with the
finest musical acoustics in America, is perfect again.

Together we can preserve this unique structure wherein future generations can
enjoy music of the Masters, like Mozart. S8end your tax deductible contribution
to Paul Ganson, President, or Frank Stella, Chairman, at Orchestra Hall,
3711 Woodward, Detroit, Michigan 48201 or phone (313) 833-3700.
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