Make English official Iangluage-— Iawmakei?

8y Carolyn DeMarco
stat! writer i

U.S, Rep. Wililam Broomleld In-
troduced legistation In the House
Jan, 6 that would make English the
official language of - the Unlted
States,

1t approved, the leglstation would
call for a constitutional amendment
prohibiting the Unlted States or any
state from requlring the use of any
language other than Engllsh.

Introduction of the leglslation
brought mixed reactions in Broom-
ficld's congresslonal district from &
number of community leaders famile
far' with the problems of the forelgn-
born.

A news release from Broomfield's
offlce spoke of growing concerns
that the United States could become
“one of many minoritles, each
speaking in their own natlve tongue,
In a divided, polyglot natlon.”

He referred to a recent referen-
dum in Californla where voters ap-
proved English as the offictal lan-
guage of the state, “despite fierce
opposition from the state’s high oif-
ice holders and minority groups.”

“f HAVE been very concerned
that this country could be heading
down the road to multffingualism {f
something Isn't done soon,” wmle'

whose 2
disteict Includes Farmington and
Farmington Hills. )

“If you go Into some sectlons of
our large citles, English is not even
spoken or seen. While this is not In-
herently bad, the problem lles with
the fact that many people never
have to know Engllsh because of our
ballot, educational and other service
programs which require, in many in.
stances, a multilingual format.”

Broomlield- wasn't available for
comment Friday, but his

“It's not,* Powell said,

“Everyone should have knowledge
of English. It doesn’t prohlbit bllin-
gualism in the home, However if Im-
migrants want to be absorbed Into
American socliety, they need to know
Engllsh.”

Broomfleld, Powell satd, believes
“we need something to bind us to-
gether, ‘A8 ranking member of the
forelgn affalrs committec he sces
what goes on in other countries.” He
cited Cariada anid Belglum as coun-
tries that are dlvided by language
problems. “Governments rise and
{all on the lssue of what language s
spoken by a leader.”

Powell sald Broomfield does not
speak a forelgn Janguage, “but cer-
talnly docsn't discourage Americans
from learning another languzge.
That's a far cry from people coming
Into the country without a knowledge
of English,

Najwa Faraj, a tutor of Chaldean
and Arabic-speaking students at
West Bloomileld High School, ap-
proved of the legislation but admits
that many emigrants will resent it.

“I'FEEL It's a very good thing. If
it I3 not offleial it means discrimina-
tion against ethnic groups. They
have to have the basles of English to
get a fob, If they're not forced to
learn English they won't get those
Jobs,"” Faraj sald.

“Look at Mlami or even the Seven
Mille area here, The slgns are in Ara.
bic on stores and government build-
Ings. That's not helping the forelgn-
speaking. .

“We don't want to end up like Can-
ada. We need unity for the United
States. They can keep thelr Indlvidu-
ality but be forced to learn English.

“No one wants to be forced. They
say, 'What's wrong with my lan-
guage?’ We all have a sense of na-

1t's 1o say for

8l
aide Tony Powell explained Broom-
fleld’s reasons behind the legislatlon.

In additlon to eliminating cost fac-
tars involved in printing ballots and
providing educatlonal and service
programs in muitilingual format,
Powell sald Broemfield belleves the
legislation will “force people to
learn English, provide an Incentive
for them to learn Engllsh.”

POWELL SAID Broomficld ex-
pects no backlash {rom the legista-
tion. He sald eritles In Callfornla had
called the state referendum raclally
motivated and promoting bigotry.

instance, 'I'm from Israel. 1t's won-
derful to have that background, but
we must have a language of the ma-
Jority, Knowlng English wilt open up
maby opportunities, including job
opportunitles.”
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JAN HARTMANN, head of the
Swedish Consulate in Troy, %ald,

“ “It's a great thing. We are one coun-

try. We should communlcate in one
language, English Is my second Jan-

guage.

“Fhere will be some problems in
providing the educational aids to
these people, but if I llve and vote
here I should be able to read and un-
derstand the newspapers to under-
stand what's happening here.”

1 don't look upon it as negative,”
the Rev, Stanley Milewski, chancel-
lor of the Orchard Lake Schools,
sald. “In the Unlted States, we all
have the opportunity to speak our
native language, and I endorse the
Idea that wherever possible perma-
nent resldents learn the English lan-
guage. .

“My own parents were Polish-
born and spoke Pollsh in the house-
hold. I became a proficlent bilin-
guist. I'm sure the Intent s not to
stop that. It has created hardship In
having to print ballots bllingually.

“] PERSONALLY think (t's good,
It 1 go to Paland or Italy, they don't
bend over backward to accommo-
date Amerleans. It Is not percelved
as an‘affront there, and it should not
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‘1 have been vary
concerned that this
couniry could be .
hoeading down the road
to multitinguatism if
something isn’t done
soon.’

— Wiltiam Broomfield

U.8. representative
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preciate our own heritage as well.
It's not the old melting pot idea. We
want togetherness, we want to com-
‘munlcate, but we want to retain our
customs. .

“My problem with Broomfleld's
leglslatlon is that it ks not practical.
It won't accomplish the alm.”

Rose Govlg, coordinator of the
English as a Second Language pro-

. gram In the adult education depart-

ment of the Farmington Public
Schools, views It as a positive step,
“We see people here who want to
[mprove their level of English. Thelr
Jack of skills are holding them back
fn pursulng higher education and
getting better jobs, Within thelr own

little groups they' can survive, but:
when they want to reach out) the
lack of English skills s a major con...
cern,” she sald. s

“They realize it whea their chll-
dren begln school. If your child
knows more than you do, It's & prob-

em,

“We're serving a larger proportion
today. They are actlvely seeking:
help in learning English. If this fegis- -
latlon brings more attentlon to thiée:
problem and makes people more:
aware of the service we offer, I

. conslder it a very positive thing. It

bothers me that people are paylng
for private tutoring In English when
public education offers it free.” | °
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be perceived as an‘alfront here."”

Mlilewski cautioned, however,
that a distinction has to be made that
the forelgn-born will recelve ald in
learning the longuage, “We can't
teach them the law in a language
they don't understand.” '

He was also concerned that the
law would be interpreted as taking
away the culture and traditions of
emigrants. “The Orchard Lakes
Schools were founded to serve the
needs of the Pollsh communlty. Lan-
guage 1s part of the package. We
can't take away the culture and trad-
itlon. We conslder ourselves a beau-
ful mosale. Take away the colors,
and we have only black and white.”

RABBI SHELDON LopiN, head-
master of Akiva Hebrew School in
Lathrup Village, finds the legislation
unnecessary. “English Is a vital lan-
guage around the world. I don’t be-
tleve It's. belng endangered. It al-
ready s the language of the country.

“I see a need for lmmigrants to
learn the language, but I don't be-
lleve passing leglslation making it
the officlal language will necessarlly
do thls. We don't want to see en-
claves, separated from soclety. We
want to Integrate, but we want to ap-
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