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Hiits from oftering professional
bjby-sitting In resldential areas.
vThe day care controversy sur-
1§ced in December after Feldman —
a3med with a violatlon notice from
tga znnlng department — was denled

5

En house
g:are is
promoted
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a varlance by the clty’s board of zon-
ing appeals.

FELDMAN WAS put on hotice by
the clty because of a neighbor's com-
plaint last June about excessive traf-
fic. She was found to be out of com-
pllance with city requirements that
a child care facllity border a prima-
ry or secondary road, that the opera-
tor have at least one acre of land and
that there be at least 5,000 square
feet of outdoor play area.

Feldman has suggested a proposed

ordlnance change calling for “state- *

certmcd quatlty home day care” as
“permitted accessory use of land
ln an RA-1, or single-famtly residen-
tial zone” nnd that such use is not
subject to special condltions.”

After Feldman took her crusade to
the Farmington Hills City Councli,
members asked the planning com-
misslon to study the issue and drait a
proposed erd{nance.

At planning consultant Claude
Coates' suggestion, planning com-

, 24

of a new F

Ellls organization - Parents to Le-
gplize In-House Chlld Care — have
established a plan of actlon to ad-
Bfess the child home care controver-

3.

~»The non-proflt erganlzation, which
l:.currylng the banner for legallzed
‘clid home care, has established
ghort- and long-term goals deslgned
1o promote the continuatlon of resi-
d3atial day cave.

.»Education s at the top of the goal
1at, as well as attempts to encour-
age parents, child care providers
nyd residents to push the lssue with
1he help of meetings, pins, bumper
wfickers and Informatlon materials,

. ‘The organization's long-term goal
Bto “develop a tri-county network
Jdr home child care that will offer
Nppon and develop strategles for
suring and promoting the contlnua-
on of Heensed home child care,” ac-
_.cbrding to organzation handouts. .
) tes Topplng the plan of action is an
"old fashioned town meeting” from
2.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7, at
‘m Farmington Hills branch of the
Iurmlngion Community Llbrary,
:QEVST 12 Mile. The purpose of the
mdeting is to provide both city offi-
t,'ffb and resldents an opportunity to
ir questlons about and to discuss
me child care.

jmmmmrs ARE atso lnvited to
jend the organlzation's general
ting 7-10 p.m. Monday, Feb. 28,
Monday, March 39, in the Farm.
n Hills Ukrary branch,
offlcials,

proposed
home day care as a scparate catego- .
ry In clty zoning ordinances rather
than grouping It under provislons for
home occupatlons.
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BOD SKLAR /etaft photographer

Mary Avery listen to discussion at Thursday
night's meating.

Regulations governing home occu-
patlons — the city has 49 home occu-
patlon classifications In its ordl-
nances — don't qulte (it standards
considered necessary for home day
care, Coates said,

“The standards that are needed
are relatlvely clear,” he added, re-
ferring to those listed in the pro-
posed ordlnance,

OPTIONAL RESTRICTIONS —
operation hours, age limit, screen-
ing, slze requirements for outdoor
play area — that were discussed
might be difflcult to control through
zoning ordinances, Coates sald,

Though commissioners included
the larger, group day care homes —
for seven to 12 children — in the
proposed ordlnance, Feldman said
she Is unconvinced they will follow
through with this. According to state
regulatlons, when more than six chil-
dren are being cared for, an addi-
tloral adult is requlired to be on staff.

Feldman Is state-licensed to care
for a maximum 12 children In her
home on Minglewood in the Holly
Hills subdiviston. Though it sounds
reasonable to restrict day care to
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Do emotlons play a role in arthritis?
Thero Is It that

EMOTIONS AND ARTHHITIS

la tonslon

Jolnt problem.
\malnstay of arthritic troatmant.

od with anxfoty, daproaslon. foar, or aghatlon wilt Incraaso straln on anyone's
[oInts. Inturn, thia straln, if prolongod, will cause paln and impalred function,

tn arthritic conditions such as fibromyalgis, In which muscle siraln Is part
of tho conditlon, turther muscla tenslon, whother from physical of emotiolnal
sourcos, will cause the tibromyalgla to tiare.

Howover, most types of arthritis involvo inflammation occurring becauso
of chemlcal roactions taking ptace within tha Joint, In turn, thosa reactions
ara tho result of tho body's Immuno response,

Studles havo shown that anxioty and depression can atter the ability of the
Immuna system to funcilon, but those ‘changes are smell and not leng
lasting. Thus, arthritls may begin after ap omotional avent such as a death or
serlous financlal setback, but It Is unilkely that such episodes started tho

Drugsto sl'op Inflammation, rather than 1o change cne's moed, remain the

vy

have pre-
Raled what they call a position pa-
gé documentlng the need and legal
=

t of home child care,
iting the Michlgan Court of
“Affpeals and state law, organtzation
1idbmbers conclude that “'a chlld care
e llcensed by the state of Michl-
'2af should be viewed as a permissl-
Iy residential use” under the Farm-
ston Hills zoning ordlnance,
m'ne resldentin]l nature of, and
e service offered by these facll-
<¥ should not be overlooked, Child
e homes should not be-prohiblted
<any interpretation or application
Ihe Farmington Hilis zoning ord!-
QQ' " accordIng to the position pa-

’
Urganization leaders also maln-
that city regulations should not

>€) more restrictlve than state rc-
ents for home child care.

cring lhe number of children

pt.t child care home will have the ef-
Iict of putting them out of business
use of the evu‘—lncrculng cﬁst

i'w unrcxulnud humu will result
Mconunuc.

—s
¥3F THE number of children al-
,Kv«ed in each day care home IS re-
(or restricted to not more than
%) while demand remains the same
ineresses, “more child care
cs will r&ul!, both licensed and
emmi

ueing the number of allow-
bba children per home will not
e the public Interest or need, and

have a detrimental impact on
jocal commanity," .

i ders also urge city officials to
the valldity of neighbors’ com-

about the homes with the
t of the homes.

XThe detrimental effect of further
. #{Strictions should be considered he-

“fage any forther recommendations
4¥d made,” accondlng to the position
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only six children (wth no addltional
staff person In the house), Feldman
said, she could not afford to continue
home care services.

With only slx children, she could
nat afford llabllity Insurance — that
she says Increased 300 percent last
year ~ nor additional help. Limiting
the number of chlldren to six would
also ellminate latchkey chlldren,
who arrlve later in the day for only

, several hours, Feldman sald,

IF PLANNING commissioners do
not follow through and allow day
care for more' than six children,
many- professional baby sitters will
continue to operate secretly, Feld-
man sald.

Quoting Wayne State Unlversity
statlstics, Feldman sald there are 10
unlicensed day. care providers for
evéry licensed provider. “They
(planning commissioners) are not
looking at the negatlve elfects of
these restrictlons,” she satd, adding
that a restrictive ordinance will con-
tinue to force many child care pro-
viders “underground.”

Home day care opponents have ar-
gued that professional baby-sitting is
a business that should not be allowed
In a restdential area, They have also
claimed that scrvices, such as Feld-
man's, create too much traffic and
noise in thelr neighborhoods.

Yet commlssioners did not fully
address some of the complalats
against day care at their atudy ses-
slon, preferring to wait untl)'the pub-
e hearing In February, Day care
opponents and advecates — many
wearing big yellow buttons saylng
“Ask me about day care,” and mem-
bers of the relatively new Parents to
Legallze In-Home Chlld Care —
were prohibited from public com-
ment during commissloners' study
session Thursday.

COMMISSION CHAIRMAN Phillp
Arnold assured residents they would

" have an opperiunity to speak at the

public hearlng when commissioners
would declde what, If any, restric-
tions would be placed on day care.

Clty planner Ed Gardiner told
commissloners that two family day
care homes have been closed by the
city because of complalnts. Gardiner
sald he was uncertain whether the
homes were state-llcensed. But at
Jeast three complaints were regis-
tered with the city agnln:l these
homes.

“You have to remember that these
are registered complaints,” he sald,
adding many resldents are unaware
that such homes are still illegal in
the eity.

‘Though Coates at first suggested a
minlmum distance between home
day care residences, some planning
commissioners consldered it unnces-

sary.

Coates referred to a map designat.
ing the location of the clty's 20 fami-
1y day care homes, five group day
care homes and 27 child care centers
(such as KinderCare), All of these
homes and centers are state li-
censed,

“It shows one thing, there are,

| focus on home child care

some that are guite close together,”
Coates sald.

SOME COMMISSIONERS  sug-
gested that one resldent on a street
or In a block or subdvislon offering
home care should mot preciude a
nnlghbor {rom dolng the same:

,“I don't think it's a matter of open-
lng up a business,” Poehlman said,
adding he does't believe people buy
a house in Farmington Hills to sct up
day care. Consequently, requlring a
minimum distance between child
care residences lsn't essentlal
cause demand for services comes
from nearby nelghbors.

But commissioner Jerl Van -
Houten asked colleagues to remem-
ber some of the nolghbors’ com-
plaints.

“You do have to remember this is
golng to lmpact the ncighbarhood.”
she said, If “house after house" of-
fered day care, traffic and noise
would be slgniltcanlly increased. “I
think there 1s a cause for having
some distance.”

Commissloner Joanne Smith
dlsnxrecd She sald nolse and traffic
would be the same with child care as
with nelghboring families who have
children. “I think we have to open
our hearts and our minds on this,"
Smith added.
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