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For a related editorial com-
—ment, sec Page I4A.

By Blil Kole

2 otaft writer

5 The license hanging In a day-care
;‘home doesn’t guarantee that tod-
v dlers will be cared for in & clean and
" loving environment.

/= In fact, there may be no license
"there at all — 30 working parents in
- Oakland County thinking of putting
;- thelr children In a day-care home
should take a closer look, accordlng
-'.to a state Department of Soclal Ser-
% vices offlelal.
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US, Rep. Wullnm Broomfleld, R-
Irmingham, has pominzted three th
to the

“Having a licenss does not noces-

y mean there won't bo prob-

lems." Ted deWolf, director of the

DSS Chlld Day Care Licensing Divi-
slon, said,

DeWolf =zald Michlgan law re-
quires “famtly” day-care homes for
one to six children (o be registered
with the DSS and “group” day-care
homes for seven to 12 children to
hold licenses. It's his depariment's
attempt to keep track of such homes
and ensure they're following state
guldellnes for child care,

But the task Is complicated,
deWolf says, because only 20 percent
of home operators bother to comply.

-3 academy nominees named

to five cadets or midshipmen
charged to his or her office's quota
at each service acade-

‘armington High Scheol senor
m-msuum 500 of Mr. and Mrs.

Hills, were
to the US, Naval Acad at An-

my at any one time. For each vacan-
¢y, 10 nominees may be sel to
compete for appointment,

In Broomfleld's district, which in-
cludes the Farmington area, there
are two vacancies to the Military
Academy and one to the Naval Acad-
em!

5.
Under ths competitive apolntment

- system used by Broom{ield, final ap-

polntments to the academles wiil be
mde by selection boa'rd: Eﬁl each
con-

napolls, Md.
Each representative may kave up

The
tinue to announce appolntments until
May 1.

Both family and group day-care
homes are ted by state offi-
clnls who make sure there s one
worker for every six children and at
least 35 squarce foet of Indoor play
space per child, DeWoll's staff also
requires health records oa all work-
crs and a written evacuation plan
for emergencles, he sald.

STAFF MEMBERS mcet with
prospective family day care home
" dlrectors, who must provide three
references and sign a statement de-
nyling they have a criminal record or
an abuse or neglect background. Be-
fore Issuing certiffcates of registra-
tlon, the DSS runs a police check on
them *no matter how they fill out
the statement, " deWolf sald.
If an applicant does have a erimi-
:i.elimwry' registration could be de-

Within 90 days of reglstering a
family day care home, officlals con-
E'uct an on-slte L'llnspocuw The viaft

Ject to random visits, deWolf ex-

p L. .

- Most of the 955 day-care homes in
Ouakland County are famlly day-care
homes. There are an estimated 9,100
registered family dny-cam homes
and 700 lcensed group day-care
homes in the state, deWolf sald. He
sald some family day caro homes
are expandlng operations and apply-
ing m‘ Heenses for grouplu

0se figures merely repnsenl

thetipola daycmleebaglnm
igan, where there could be thousands
of unorcgistered and unlicensed
homes.

the followlng checkllst as a gulde:

o How do-workers Interact with
the children? Spend encugh time In
the home to determine what the “at-
mosphere” s Hke.

® Are the facllities clean and
wholesome? Check the slecping,
bathroom and play areas for cleanli-

P)
stored? Aro they safely out of the
mm u! toddlers? Check the kitchen

knlves and other
ulensuamouto! reach.

- @ Are there gates on stairways?

Check unused electrical outlets for

A day-care license doesn’t ensure guality

ings like? Mnkc sure grounds are
frea of clutter or junk that could in-
jum a plnylng child,
there a swimming pool on
the ympeﬂy?scethﬁtlllmcum
t Is the staff’s procedures
In me o! emergency? Day-care
homes are required by state law to
bave an evacuation plan — ask
about It.
® How do workers discipline the
children? Take time Lo see whether
disclpline is dono with care and ua-
derstanding — or borders on phyai-
cal or emotional abuse,
@ Are bables held in a loving way

safety ca]

ps. when fed, or are they “stuck in a
® What are the outdoor surround-

IF AN unofficlal home i3 discov- crib?”
ercd, deWoll's staff will notify the
owner that the operauon is hrunng
the law aod

demeanor pcnalt.ls nl up Lo $500 ln
flnes and/or 90 days'
“That wlll generally get them to
come In for registering,” deWoll
sajd, but, if not, the department

O&E Classifieds work! @ O&E Classifieds workl @

are
renewed by mail every three years.
Chances lﬂ;ﬁ aumdtbo home will be
among the random 10 percent
checked annually.

“That may be the last time we
ever get in (bem " deWolf said, add-
ing that his department Investigates
all complaints,

The process is more Involved for
the commercial group day care
bomes, which require licenses in-
stead of registration certificates. Li.
censes are renewed every two years
after an on-site Inspection and a
“thorough review” and are also sub-

takes actlon to close the
home.
The state staff of 33 focuses pri-
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