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Emm‘: note: This is the final
-parz{nn-eriuaboutz.wdor
,g&mi&' kindergarten — an eoﬂu

kindergarten ‘an extra ycar of

.school. Ins this fourth article, some

f the controversy surrounding

-developmental kindergarten iz
scussed. .

.Gy Casay Hzns

otaft writer

HE DEBATE over develop-

mental pro-
grams — and whether l.hey
are good for children —
anstional concern.
At least two educators at county

eod state levels sald they are not {n

favpr of developmental kindergarten
tor {oday’s achools and are studying
sitematives to present ta local
school districts,

Joan Lessen-Firestone, early
childhood consultant for Oakland In-
termediate Schools, would rather sco
kindergarten

return to the way it .

Was years ago — a type of “play
[umlnr fnaulng on tha child’s de—

Dwelopmmulktudmm TO-
gmams are conly masking the gml

problem, ahe sald,
“T'm not in faver of dovelopmen-
tal kindergarten. If you run a good
child- lnluau:d kindergarien pro-
gram, you can dea} with kids at dlf-
{ferentlevels.”

where the problem lics, somo educa-
though developmen-

P enta  are
trying to help, such programs are
merely an cutgrowth of the problem.
shezald, .

CAROLYN LOGAN calls develop-
mental Hndmrden a “Band-Ald
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"Weve gotten out of synch . . .

what ought to
bc." sald Logan, supervisor of the 2-
yearold Early Childhood Education
uait for the Michlgan Department of
Education, “The general feellng {a
that students come to schoal smarter

used to. We've taken .

than they
. ltandam that fit some children and

are making them the norm.

“All of these children couldn't
have learning deficiencles — maybe
we're too much of them,”
she ndded, “T don't know of another
lovel of education where wo have the
system where children are being put
behind before they have a chance,

“We're sending out a message that
yow've falled before you've even
started.”

But nIl.h\';ugI:)‘z‘3 these higher-level

mku lhnt (developmental} ap-

because of thelr intent,” she
lddcd. “Jt s done with the full intco-
u&’ of meeting the children's

CYNTHIA ZWINCK, Farmington
Hills resident and nt with a
child in kindergarten at Forest Ele-
enentary, belleves children do not
need the additional year of school —
and that the kindergarten curricu-
lum needs drastic revision.

Both Lessen-Firestone and Zwinck
belleve the Gescll tests used by
Farmington apd other schools fo
place children In elther developmen-
tal or traditional kindergarten are
poor measurements.

“It’s 5o slanted towards the nvcb
age child,” Zwinck said, She called
the test very stressful to both par-
enb and children involved. The 15-

“gives a very lim-

te screening
“fted vlew of the chlld ! Lessen-Flre-

stone added.

The Gesell uses an average score
to belp determine & child’s recom-
mended placement, Lessen-Fire-
stone sald.

Another concern with the test is
that children arc assessed in the
spring for school placement the fol-
iuval.nz fall, leaving a gop, Logan
sal

EDUCATOR CONCERNS involve
not only the testing process, but how
a child maves through the develop-

meatal program and into & Hetime
olcducadan.
is not a required
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dopartment,

203 Qrend Rivor, Farmington, M1

3) A477-8450, The Farmington Ob-
fvor rosorves the right not to n:oopl

ndmuor‘a order, Observor & Eo-

hiric ad-takars have no authority lo

jr of an ndveriisement shall constl-
't ;ﬂnuwmd\mnd\mﬂwn

ssy
tal kindergarten is not tha ideal, they
bave no better alternative,

“As an agency, we are really not
ready to address It,” Logan sald.
“We're not ready to say ‘set this
aslde.’ You don't take support away
without offering some typo of alter-

native.
“T have to respect those that have

pmynm by the state — although it

bas almost become a necessity be-
cause of the academic basles taught.
Children that don't attend kindergar-
ten today coutd be lost entering first
grade, Lessen-Firestone sald.

In Farmington — where a task
force Is reviewing the district’s early
childhood curriculum — assistant

indergarten doesn’t exc

Alllson Qreen worke a computer at Falrview Early Childhood Conter.

superintendent for curriculum and
stoff development Judith White sald
serlous consideration will be given to
the davclopmcnul Early Fives pro-
gram. dlstrict has never put cur-
rleulum smdla, for any level, on a
“back burner,"” offleinls sald.

“1 nm vnry cantlons, pm!mlnnnl-

garten concept Is bn:mtn stay.

“The concept 19 just that . a
concept of dcve]opmcnt. Kids should
be given a chance.”

She belleves a1l children that need
more time should have it.

"“We tried not to put a cap on the
needs,” she sald of the numbers of
students ded for Farming-

ly, a

dcn," Whlle sald. “I think we have to
seriously look at it . . . and define
the whole screening process and see
that it's applled evenly.

“We talk retention or remedia-
tion,” she added. “We may be creat-
ing a lot of our own fallures because
of It — I buy into a lot of §t.”

SAID the way curricu
lums are structured today, she con-
atders devnlopmenwl kindergarten
programas “a geod option for parents
whose chlldren are truly not ready,
rather than holdlng them back an-
other year, It geu uncm into the s0-
clalization process.”

Mary Lou Ankele, assistant super-
Intendent for special services for
Farmington, sald desplte curriculum
changes, the developmental kinder-

ton's Early Fives program, ‘Parents
can put a natural cap on it, as [t is.”
In Farmington's program, parents
make the final decision whether to
place thelr child In developmeatal or
traditional kindergarden.
ESSEN-FIRESTONE, one of
only two such cmuulumu of urly

distrlcts in Michlgan, is concerned
about the lifelong lmpact on u:e chil-
dren In such programs.

“They give them a whole extra
year of school,” she said. “We don't
know how that will affect them long-

rm.

“Is it fair to expect all the chll-
dren would need a full year’ to catch
up, Logan asked. “T think it's wrong
todo that.”

Proponents for ridding kindergar-
ten of Its new academic clothing also
want upgraded state requirements
for those who teach at the kindergar-
ten level. Currently, a teacher must
have a kindergarten through eighth-
grade certiffeation,

‘The county consultant calls for a
specinl early childhood endorsement
that would requlre 1B additional
credits in classes such as chlld devel-
opment and early childhood educa-
Hon, Everything needs revislon in
this ares, she sald.

“We need to leave the paper and
penci] and teacherlirected pro-
grams  behind,” Lessen-Firestone
added. She also calls for smaller

THE FACT that people are hlklng
about early childhood education and
the impact of developmental pro-
grams is important, Logan said.

“Folks are now questioning and
talking about it, I realize we might
not agree, . . . but we haven't been
as creative as we might be.

“f know we can be more creative
fwetry.”

Coming soon, ancther
reat reason to get
in shepe

Get ready for another exciting
Vic Tenny Health & Recquet Ciub. Get
ready for the new Vic Tanny Navi Ciub,

Scheduled to open soon, this
fuxurious new club will festure

everything youneed to shapa up and
look your best. You'll get all the
I 3 . .

training areas, aerobics, whiripool,
_ steam and sauna rooms, sensational
sun salon end more. You'll even

get facilities for men end
woimen saven days 8 week!

Men..wnmen right naw youcah

of this speaal affer

take advantage
and save 50% on a Gold Charter
Membership. Visit our on-site .
get ready to get irto the best shapa
of your ife. Join Vic Tanny today!

50% OFF

GOLD CHARTER
MEMBERSHIPS
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