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The northern

had already eaten everything on
thp Sunday buffet tables, but {
ﬁ hldn't resist socaking one more
blintz as I waited to say goodbye to
Stafford Smith at Stafford’s Bay
V{bw Inn in Petoskey.
tafford was in a black tuxedo at
= SERemrn the end of the hot
e food table, regu-

. Eggs Beoedl

| tomato and bread
puddings, and ex-
plalning the

8 sauces made from

1 Michigan foods
” and cluatered

Jdnes around the home

o J

like this because the owrers know
the definition of the word host, “to
greet or entertain In your own home,
or elsewhere.” The Smiths not only
own this place, they have over the
years been the plumbers, bullders,
decarators, cooks, 50 it Ls no illuslon
that they are wclcomlng you Into
their home.

As he carves the ham, Stafford
swings right occaslonally to polnt
out an carly photograph of the inn. It
was bullt in 1886 as a 12-room
boarding house catering to the sum-
mer residents of Bay View, the sea-

of-th hecd:

a8 porch
ing room and the Hondly SuMlay brunch line

aro just three of the foatures that mako a trav-
eler tool at home at Stafford’s Bay View Inn In

Potoskoy.

L P—and ‘homey’ Stafford’s

Travelers come to an inn like this
because the owners know the
definition of the word host, “lo greet
or entertain in your own home, or
elsewhere.” Duff and Janice Smith not
only own Stafford’s Bay View Inn, they
have over the years been the
plumbers, builders, decorators, cooks.

sonal home of Chlcago
Evtn Bow, the thm:l.m'y Vlclnrlan
’ with

THEY HAVE bcen bullding, add-

¥ de waffles.

e was also carving the ham and
whtehing the batter overflow the old
{x§hioned round waffle iron at his el

bate.

Etatford ‘Dulf’: Smith has been a
{agious @ at the end of L Sun-
dz% brunch line for a guarter of &
cagtury and all hls regular custom-
crfl know him well, so it takes a Httle
tigie to say hello or goodbye, just
loxg enough to sneak a lnst bllntz or
;:y the nearby dessert table rueful

y.

Janlee Smith was In the lobby,
grectiog guests exactly as abe did in
1960 when she and Duff met here for
the {flrst time. Janice was a hogtess
nnd Stafford was assistant manager.
cy married and bought the lan In
;ﬁl and have been part of northern
{lchigan history ever since.

1988 was thelr 25th analve

hd the hundredth anniversary of tha
4, ot least In its bullding stage. The
pmmer of 1987 lnhnemtumlnlof
e actoal opening so they plan to
m!ebrnu: their bundredth birthday
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fvenoe Into the state economy and
ropel Michigan to its fifth consecu-
ve record tourism year, AAA Mich-
gan is predicting.

With 150th anniversary celebra-
ons and special cvents planned in
parly cvery section of the state,
purism should grow about 5 percent
his year, sald Peter Exickson, AAA

member services director.
That would equal the Lncresse reg:
i Mywwheumrlysomu
Lon travelers helped boost tourism
b,
bi
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pvenue to $13.3 billlon. From 1083-
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The year-long sesquicentennial
rill belp pamp $14 billion in tourizm -

roofs, dominate Ihe surrounding
streets,
The name HOWARD is in the

trance door, The inn
the Woodland Avenue House, be-
came the Howard House and then
the New Howard House until the
bank foreclosed in 1918 and It re-
opened as Hotel Roselawn in 1823,

Joseph Graham, founder of the
Graham Palge automobite, s0ld it to
Arthor W, Twarz, who named it Bay
View Inn. He sold It to Dr. Roy
Heath, and when Heath wes looklng
for just the right person to Ioherit his
love for lnnkceplng. be sold the
white clapboard hostelry to a young
22~yem--old Stafford Smith for
$30,000 In June, 1881,

The place had 50 tiny bedrooms
with common baths down the hall
Guests came by traln, had their own
reserved table {n the dining room
and stayed for the summer, When
the trains stopped running the next
year, the Sm.luu bad to redesign
lbeir inn for modern, mobile trav-

Erickson sald the cost of an aver-
ga 4%-day trip, including camping
and more expensive hotel stays, also
oqualed the figure of the year be-
lorc, $151 per person.
ckson sald self-serve, no-lead
gas nvmgnd 94 cents a gallon In
1988, compared to $1.24 cents the
year before. He sald the average
cost along state routes was the low-
est since AAA began ki Tecords
for self-serve no lead in 1879,
Figures from the state Depart

'maxt of I‘r-nsporuuon for 1936

a record 70.6 billion miles
were u-nvdedln(hu stato, including
a4 t increase at 22 major
wnrlst attractions last summer, a
4.4 perceat fump in state tax collec-
tiona for hotel and motel room reat-
als for the first nine months and a 7
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ing and renovating ever since, Staf-
ford's Bay View Inn now has 20
guest rooms, each with its own bath.
Ev I is slowly being convert.
cd to the ntyleo! the 1880's.

Duiff refuses to even consider put- .

ting telephones and television sets in
the rooms, There I3 one in the lounge
but Bulf likes to put out a platter of
complimentary hors d'ouevres in the
evenlng and watch former televsion
Jjunkies get to know each other, may-
be even wander together into the
dining room for dinner.

‘The small white clapboard hotel
with the Victorizn wallpaper and the
antique beds was open summers only
until 1968. During that first decade,
the Smiths ran the inn during the
summer and did other things in the
winter. Janice taught English at Pe-
toskey High Schoo), and still does.

Duff started a catering business,
and took over the dining rooms at
Boyne Highland and Nubs Nob in
Harbor Springs and at the Weather-
vane Jon, Charlevolx. In 1971 he
started the Pier Restaurant in Har-
bor Springs. That Is where I first

150th to be big tourist year

percent rise in Mackinac Bridge
crossings.

Michigan :s expected to spend

met him; I think he was painting the
{front door at the time.

The Smiths celebrated thelr 25th
anniversary and the centennisl of
the ion by opening a restaurant
called Stafford’s One Water Street in
Boyne City, thelr chance at last to
build a place frm the ground vp. By
1990, they hope to have a 45-room
inn next door.

OVER THE YEARS, Stafford has
relinquished more and more of the
innkeeping to others, to Dudley Mar-
vin, general manager of the restau-
rants, and to Judy Honor, GM of the
Bay View for six years and hospitali-
ty/catering expert for the whole or-
gankaation,

Stafford accepted the centennlal
business award from the Historical
Soclety of Michlgan in 1986, and will
become the first president of Coun-
try Inns and Back Roads Association
Feb. 1. If you are an Inn lover you
probably own the gulde book Coun-

Inns and Ba

ck Roads, revised for

the 21st year by author Nerman T.
Slmpson.
1 bave visited only a few of the 210

for state

about $12 million, same as last year,
to promote the state’s 36,000 miles
of rivers and streams, 11,000 inland
Inkes and 19 million acres of forests.
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Inng deseribed In that book, but my
experience is that thelr success or
failure depends on exactly that at-
tribute of ‘being a host’ that typifics
the Bay View Inn.

The beautifully renovated rooms,
with their antique furniture and
quilts, are an important part of that
at-home fceling, of course. It is also
very down-home to linger over pink
tablecloths, with antiques and turn-
of-the-century wallpaper around
you, enjoying & view out the window
of summer Iake or winter snow.

GOOD FOOD makes you feel at
home, even If the setting is more ele-
gant than your own home. Stafford's
Bay Vlew Inon was one of three mid-
w-n inna featured In the April issue

! Gourmet magazine In 1985; the
m.lcla tncluded Stafford’s recipes
for chlckeu Dllou. seafood lem\clne

Astuwodhuneunthatmem
Sunday morning, however, sneaklng.
a final blinlz and watching Stafford
Smith carving ham and serving waf-

fles at the cad of the table, I knew
that rooms, food and even service
were important, but not enough,
What it takes to be an innkeeper is
the same thing It takes to be a great
host in your own house, You make
cverything as flne as it can be and
then you are a very personal host,
Stafford's Bay View Inn is fully
open frem May 15 to Oct. 3. You can
rent a room and kave breakfast year
round, but the popular dinlng reom is
only open weekends in the winter.
‘There used (o be three buffets a
weck in the old days: two on Sundays
and’ one on Thwsday, which was
mald's night out. Now there is just
the Sunday brunch buffet: aduits $11;
chlldren 7-11 $6.50; chlldreu 36

3.50.

Room rates this time of year start
at !67 for one person, $84 for two
pcopc [n a room, including 2 full

Far mom information contact
Stafford’s Bay View Inn, US-31 Bay

View, Michigan 49770 or telephone
(616)347-2971.

THIS DUMMY |
COULD
SAVE A LIFE.

COULD YOU?




