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B.J. Armolrong, Blrmingham Bralhnr Rico graduate, ﬂnlnhnd strong for lowa inst Satur-

day but couldn't prevent a big win for U-M.

Canton hosts elite gymnasts

By Chris McCotky
staff writer

1f you are golng to sponsor a tournament, you might
as well bring in the best teams avallable, right?

‘That’s more or less how Plymouth Caniun gymanstlcs
coach Johtt Ci the
Plymouth Canton lnvlutlonal which will begin at 2
a.m. Saturday, at Canton's Phase 111 focility.

The top two tcams in the state will headline the 11-
team competition. Troy Athens { ranked No. 1 by the

che

and Free
land (No. 2) will meet in a remateh, The two met carlier

Is ccason at the Troy Athens Invitatlonal, and Athens
won by a sllm .15 margin.

*The Troy Athens meet was very exciting,” Cunning-
ham sald. “We got 2 chance to sit and watch some great
performances. Our meet should be a nice rematch to
show what will happen with the rankings. I think there's
going to be a change. I couldn’t belleve Athens beat
Freceland the last time.”

North Farmington, ranked No. 3 in the state and No, 1
in Observerland, had to pull out of the mect bccnuse ofa

. scbedullngcon et.

The ficld for the Canton Invitational can be dlvided
Into three groups. Athens, Freeland and state-ranked
Ann Arbor Ploneer comprise the ellte group. The trio
scores conslstently in the 130-plus range. Dearborn,
Midland Dow, Canton and Plymouth Salem make up the
second group. They score in the 125-130 range.

Royat Oak Kimball, Northville, an!.n‘,!ou and Vas-
sar score 115-120 and camprhe the third

Cunningham expects the competition to run from 9
nc{nl 10 2:30 p.m. Admisslon Is $1 for students, $1.75 for
adults.

ON MONDAY NIGHT, Wullxnd Jnhn Glenn, the No,
2.ranked team In Ohscrverlund scored a 130.25-125.95
‘Western Lakes victory against Plymouth Canton,

Glenn's Debble Williams and Debble Tomasko shared
first place on vault, each scorlng 2.1, Wlilllams won on
uneven parallel bars (8.6) and placed second on floor
excrcise (8.7). Tomasko and Angle Temelko ted for
third on floor (8.6). Temelko was sccond on bars (8.2).

For Canton, Mary Jo Charren placed flrst on both
balance beam (8.65) and floor exerclse (8.8), Brenda
Perry placed third on vault (B.45) and second on beam

8.35).

INCREDIBLE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
FREE $500°°

UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BOND!

® Low maintenance. encigy
saving

@ Nearly twice as efficient as
older furnaces because It
opetales on an entlrely
dilfetent princlple

® The only furnace with he
Good Housekeeping Seal of
Approval. your assurance of
quality end cellability
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90 DAYS TILL FIRST PAYMENT
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celebratlon began.
LJ. Armstrong atood dead still near mid-
court, scemingly oblivious to the jubliant fans
3spllling on to floor in a wild frenzy all around him. Then
be slumped ovcr, beadlng nnd grabblog both knees in a

E“mﬂ BUZZER sounded. The game eaded. The

This couId Imvc been ope happy homecomlng -for
Armstrong. But if it had been, no one would have
cheered. Or almost oo one, anyway.

That's because Armstrong took his conslderable bas-
ketball taleats from anlng!mm Brother Rice to Iowa.
Not the L of Not Staf

“I looked very hard at both Michigan and M.ldﬂﬂn
State,” Armstrong would say later. But he opted to ac-
cept George Raveling’s bld to play at lowa. That was
1985. By the end of Armstrong’s flrst scason as a Hawk-
eye, Ravellng had split for the west coast and the Uni-
versity of Southern California, Armstreng declded to
stick at Iowa.

GOOD MOVE. At least until Saturdny it was. Iowa
had lost just once, a home game agalnst Indianz, and
had spent a weck or 0 at the top of the natlonal rank-
ings. Entering Saturday’s game at Crisler Arena, the
Hawkeyes were No. 2 in the country.

And BJ, Armstrong was their starting polnt guard.
He was averaging better than 12 points a game. He was
[n charge of running new coach Tom Davis' fast-paced,
full-court attack. Blg responsibility for a sophomore,
but so far Armstrong appeared to be up to the chal
lenge.

A win over Mlchigan Saturday would have made him
happler than at any time this season. He tried to down-
play his feellngs after the 100-82 upset, but his perform-
ance down the streteh betrayed him.

As Armstrong accurately assessed, “We ]ust wmnt
sharp today. Jjust outp!

Thcy beat us 1o loose balls.” .

When asked If )t was o tough loss to swallow, Arm-
strong sald, “Sure it Is, sure it is, You always ltke to win
on the road. It's always frustrating to Jose,”

HE WOULD repeat those same thoughts a dozen
times in the next hour to a variety of local medla, all
wondering what it was like to be bombarded with deaf-
cnlng cheers in his hometown — after losing the game.

“Every loss hurts,” he sald at one polnt. “I try to
approach each game the same. It would have been nice
to win one here.”

For Armstrong, a win would have been sublime. But
from the opening minutes it was apparent an upset was
in motion. U-M would open up a lead, Towa would battle
back, then the Wolverines would answer with another
charge.

Frustratlon ls an integral part of sport, and Satur-
day's game was frustrating for Armstrong. He could see
bls team was operating at three-quarter capacity, a nor-
mally lusty V-8 plugglng along on six cyllnders, And he
could not insplre any mare out of his teammates.

Flnally, Armstrong teok matters into his own hands.

J. goes out fugfhtmg

He had scored Just i points, but with six minates left
and Iow. duwnjao-7 he started to force the action, Two
free then two more. A driving layup tor
two. A benu!y nl a kasellne jumper, 12 foet out, arch
and ripped through he net. Another layup. .

BUT THE basket came with just 15 seconds
remaining. The gune was over; only the final point
spread need be J

Armstrong bad red 10 of his 15 polots In that
stretch run, but itcould not change the cutcome. He
made all four of hs second-half free throws; his team-
mates managed juft four-of-10.

“We're just golig to have to pick ourselves up and
work harder,” he fld outside the visiting team’s locker
room underneath fhe Crisler Arena stands. “We'll have
to work harder, d(the thinga that got us here.”

Hard work is vhat eamed Armstrong a starting role
with one of the mtion’s best teams. He was listed way
down on the Towy depth chart in preseason, but quickly
rose to the sumnit. Against U~M. he played 27 of 40
minutes, sharingfhe poalllon with De'.mller Bl Jones,

1 belleved In pyself, in my ability,” sald Armstrong.
“] just thought Lcould play. I look at all polnt guards,
seewhnuhcydqplnk up things from all of them.”

POINT GU. 1s the most difficult position to play
In basketball. rterback,’ ballhandler deluxe, defen-
slve ace, passe extraordinare, cheerleader — then
scorer, Arms| g was hard on bimself nner Saturday's
loss.

“f teied to gd everyone involved in the game, all my
teammates,” u said. “I probably dldn't concentrate
enough. Some of {the blame) 1 take on mysell. We
weeen't sharp gough.”

There are pithaps slx teams In the BIg Ten that are
among the toj/30 in the nation. Add to that some dilfi-
cult nen-confdrence foes for Towa, and it would be ;m

en -

possible to bd sharp every game — particularly w
cven the wors teams are taking dead aim at the one at
the top of thepyram!

mid.

Towa i3 a ©lid club, 10 players deep, a team that can
apply Iull-cmrt deIenslve pressure for 40 minutes, and
a team thatcan clther muscle the ball Inside or knock
downas of outslde jumpers.

Armstrorg 13 a big part of thls team. He tried to
dlsassociate hlmsclf wlm Saturday's disappolntment.
He already was looking ahcnd “We'll just have to come
back and win Wednesday.

He dlidnt need a crysull bali to foresee a bunch of
vletories ahead for the Hawkeyes, more than enough to
carry then into the NCAA tournament and perhapstoa
title (Big Ten) — or even two (NCAA),
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