By Tim Richard
staf! writer

Vague. More detail.

That's how area state senators
greeted early verslons of Gov.
James J. Blanchard's first State of
the State message of his second

rm,

“'Competltivencss” and “familics”
— two favorite Republican terms —
stood out in the Democratle gover-
nor’s outline message.

“WIN" WAS another favorite
word of Blanchard, who won 61 per-
cent of the vote last Nov. 6.

Categorles In his message were la-
beled “Winning the Jobs of Tomor-
Tow" (economics), “Preparing Our
People to Win" (job training), “Win-
ning the Fight for Safety"(crime)
and “Winning by Caring” (welfare
proposals) and so or.

Blanchard’s top intercst appeared
to be youth. Major initlatives cov-
ered job trainlng, tougher sentenc-
ing, a pre-school program, camps for
problem juveniles, more school afd
and a 20th state department to deal
‘with child and famlly problems.

And he saw Michlgan's top chal-
lenge as “rapid global economic
change."

The speech to a jolnt sesslon of the
Leglslature Wednesday evening was
mare a list of promlsed benefits than
a blueprint of how to achleve them,
Lawmakers applauded, but thelr de-
sire for more detall cut across party

Unes,

“I'M MORE Impressed by deeds,”
sald second-term Sen. Doug Cruce,
R-Troy, ignoring Blanchard's Repub-
lean rhetorle.

“It's frustrating. He's unwilllng to
make commitments until he knows
which way the winds blow at Soli-
darlty House (UAW q tn

!

Gov. James J. Bl

been saying for years,” sald R. Rob-
ert Geake, R-Northville, beginning
his.12th year In the atate Senate,

It sounds acarccly dlstinguish-

for able-bodled men, gradually, “I

would cut them alf for the six sum-

mer months. Now the governer is

nudging them off gradunlly through
"

able from a p
philosophy,” Geake sald, stressing
“gounds,”” “When we look st detalls,
though, we may not sce changes like
elimlnating the walting week for un-
employment compensation.'

Geake, who chalrs the Senate Ap-
propriation subcommittee on soclal
services, llkes:

® Blancard's emphasls on such
favorite Republican words as “fami-
1y" and “competitiveness.”

® The governor's wlllingness to
“deal with product lUablllty” and re-
ducing costs of workers comp and

“preparing to win”

school compacts — “Nothlng wrong.
But making them employable
;!oa:n‘t mean they’re going to find
jobs.”

© Formula funding for the 16 uni-
versities — “Political realitfes™ and
inter-colteglate competition always
have obstrucled progress, though
Faxon llkes the idea.

. chard Fessler, R-West
Bloomfield, wasn't in the Capitol
Wednesday alternoon.

“THE WHOLE message has the
favor of what Republicans have

Detrolt).”
Cruce polnted to

's
pledge to “take further steps o re-
duce workers compensation and un-
employment insurance costs,” re-
sponding:

“He doesn't say (how). He plans to
do nothing.” Cruce said he would be
impressed if Blanchard were to sup-
port 1) a more stringent deflnition of
dlsabllity and 2) a waiting week for
job less beneflts,

Cruce will continile to oppose an-
other key Blanchard strategem —
the fc Fun
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comp.
@ Blanchard's effort to reduce
the general assistance welfare rolls,

GEAKE DISLIKES:

® Blanchard's rosy optimlsm on
reducing ADC welfare rolls. Blanc-
bard s projecting an ADC caseload
of 203,000 while the Senate Fiscal
Agency 18 projceting 212,000 The
governor I8 anticipating a drop of
12,000 general assistance cascloads
from 105,000. “I don’t think that's re-
alistle.” Thus, Geake sees llttle
chance the state can Increase wel-
fore beneflts by 8 percent due to a
declining casclond as Blanchard pro-

poses.

@ Creation of a 20th state depart-
ment to responslble for policles deal-
Ing wlith children and familles. The

announcing
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| tate of the State
Blanchrd emphasizes youth and winning

depariments of Mental Health, So-
cial Services, Public Health, Educa-
tion and Corrcctions already have
such responsibiltiles, and Geake =afd
a new department would bo “dlstup~
tive” because “In cur soclety there's
no clear line between childhood and
adulthood, no clear lines of responsl-
bllity.”

SEN. WILLIAM Faust, D-West-
land, was on vacation until Monday
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‘T
and couldn't comment, -
-+ Ben. George Hart, D-Dearbom,
‘whose district includes Garden City,
was in a Capitol corridor but was @
ready to comment. 13
Speaking for the Black Cancus,
state Rep. Alma G. Stallworth,

Detroit, saw “Isolated improvemen!
for the black community” but “gg-
;:elcrnu:d“ levels of poverty and jab-
essness, ’

o
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“The p in the C

Department 1s to pick a fesw favor-
1ites” {companies) and reward them
from the treasury. Politics.

“H we were to lessen the cost for
Man Street businesses, it would pro-
vide more jobs (than the Youth Job
Corps) and wouldn't cost the state
anything.”

“DETAIL ON ‘quallty educatlon’”
will be awaited by Sen, Jack Faxon,
D-Farmingten Hills, an educator In
private life. “All the first statements
are general,” Faxon sald, scannlng
an outline of the text.

Key Blanchard educational pro-
posals and Faxon’s responses:

® A cabinet councll on human fn-

“1 don" d

that"

® A preschool program for 4-
year-olds “at risk” — "I favor pres-
chool programs. There's lots of evi-
dence it's helpful. But the only way it
works is if there'’s a followup. That's
why the federal programs, which
didn't have followup, falled.”

® Tests to measure whether stu-
dents have employable skills — “I
don't think we need more tests. If
they're talking about cmployable
skills, the most important factor Is
attitude. A test Isn't necessary to
determine attitude. §f they're eager
to learn you can train them. Do they
want to learn? Do they accept the
fact that somecone knows  more
(about the job) than they do?”

e Encourage local business-

Panel asks
tax shift
off property

AP — A state Senate citizens pan-
€l plans to ask for sweeping changes
in the state property tax system, in-
cluding a statewlde assessment to
help finance public schools.

The Senate Citizens Property Tax
Commission approved the recom-
mendations last week. The sugges-
tlons will be worked into a final re-
port by Senate staff members this
week, and that report 1s expected to
be released next week.

“The present (property tax) sys-
tem isn't working,” sald Kent Rey-
nolds, a member of the commisslon’s
school financing subcommittee,
“There is tax payment inequlty and
there 13 student inequlty.”

THE PANEL suggested no specil-
1c amount for a statewlde property
tax, but sald 17 or 18 mills was rea-
sonable.

The average Jocal operating tax is
32 mills, It said communities, which
could add to the baslc statewide as-
sessment, should aim at spending
about $3,000 per sludent per year.
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