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By Corinne Abatt
stall writor

‘The gods contlnue to emile on Barbara Coburn.
When she made up her mind 10 years ago to re-
turn to palnting after worklng In flber for sever-
al years, sales and acceptance came steadlly,
Her were { T of
the work of Paul Jenkins, an artist whose imlta-
tors are legend. But, even then Coburn’s paint-
ings had a delicate, often sensuous beauty about

em.

Now, with a decade of steady painting behind
her, she has strengthened her technique, deep-
ened ber approach, moved to a larger format
and expandeC her markets,

Her work 15 stiil abstract, but in ber paintings
of the past year, there are some Influences of
Chinese calligraphy, and from deep within the
layers, an occasional fragment of an image em-
erges,

- “I'm an intultive painter,” she said, “I palat
. my emotlons, There's a certain mystery. I don't
2 like to.intellectuallze too much. I don't have a
» preconcelved idea of what I'm gonna paint — I
: fust go with the flow.”

otudio sometime this year because she's al-
roady outgrown the ono she's had for the past

 Artistic goals within reach
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Barbara Coburn aaid sho wants to bulld a new fow years. Ac her palntings have grown larg-
er, the studlo space sesms to have grown

smaller.

But, the flow, when it's paint, is always under
control. The decade of experience has given her
the surety and (he expertlse to express the emo-
tlons which come welllng forth.

COBURN ALWAYS MIXES her colors. She
knows exactly how to get the one she wants and
precisely how to use the tricky metallics she
likes s0 well.

The decision on whether to reach for a soft,
small sponge or ene of the many fine bristie Jap-
anese brushes on the counter of her studlo Is au-
tomatic.

She knows when a palnting isn't comptete and
she knows immediately when it is. The differ-
ence may be several weeks to a month before it
i3 resolved. She studles, carries it upstalrs from
the studio to the living room, looks at it in dlffer-
ent lights and settings.

“When I'm done, I know that I'm done,” ghe
sald matter of factly,

Music, she said, helps unlock the flow of emo-
tions and, in turn, the flow of paint. Her fasclna-
tion wlith large geodes and raw, beautiful crys-
talllne and rock forms shows In her painting
which often conveys the idea of wonderment at
natural phenomena.

Staff photos by Jerry
Zolynsky

“One of my goals,” she said, “Is to get my
palntings in a lot of big corporations in Michi-
gom."

AT LEAST A PART of that has already taken
place, Ford Motor Co. and General Motors have
Coburn paintings in their collection. She recently
did a large painting for the lobby of the Hayatt In
Scoltsdale, Ariz,, three large ones for the lobby
of hotel at Lake Tahoe. She Ls represented locally
by Rublner Gallery of West Bloomfleld, Robert
L. Kidd Associates of Birminghdm, and In Scotts-
dale, Arlz, by Magadin! Gallery. Her work ia
also iz the Rozmallln and Baker Knapp and
Tubbs showreoms at the Design Center of Troy.
She sells well and she will have a one-artist show
in Scottsdale next year,

She paints acrylie on canvas and the longest
palnting she has done so far is nine feet, She
credits Gerome Kamrowski of Ann Arbor, ber
painting teacher when she was at Universlty of
Michigan, with having a strong Influence on her
art. Coburn is very much her own person these
days, she knows what she wants and how to get it
whether Its a painting or a long range goal.

’s newest

{above), not quite finished, shows how falnt
imagos are beginning to evolve through the plnk and lilac rango of colors, *
many layers of paint. This, like the slightly

earllor one plctured bolow, Is dono is rich
pastel shades in tho blue and blue green to
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IMMACULATE COLONIAL. 4 Badrooms, 2% baths, fam-

« lty room with natural Nireplace, boautiful kitcherd, finlshed

basement. Sat on half acre. 2 car attached garage with
door opéner, $78,500. 658-2300,

* SUPER CONDITION AND Farmington Hilis location for
this 3 bodroom brick ranch with 2 baths and a
firaplacod famlly room. Cathedral celling, contre! ale, 18t
floor utllity room. $85,000. 851-1800, (EDY)

Nl r v
CUSTOM QUALITY BRICK colonlal In Independenco
Hills, 3 bedrooms, 2% baths, firoplace in famlly room,
Roman tub In Mastor bath. Endless list of amenities.
$229,000. 851-1800 (AUT)

R horp
nia) undor 2 yoara old. Walk-out basoment, contral alr
and noutral decbr. Backs to pond and park. Move-in

condition. $148,000. 477-

Bl

22571 T, $30500
WATERFORD
612 Coiveiah Paca $12.800
FARMINGYON " - s ’
: : 4

b4 OUTHFIELD CONTEMPORARY. Stunning four bod-
room Colonlal, two and ono ha!f baths, opon two-atory
foyor, famlly room, firat floor taundry, professionatty
docorated, exionsiva bulit-dns, finlshed lawer level,
$109,900, 844-4700.

EXCELLENT STARTER on beautiful larpe treed lot, 3
bedroom ranch, famity room has natural firoplace and
cathedrel celling. Groat aroa to ralss a famlly, pioasant
FarmingtonHlils nolghborhood, $76,600. 477-1111,

B $088 Adrgion, §20.500
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FREE* TRAINING
Tuition free Pre-license course starting soon.
Call any office listed below for a resarvation.
8 Qe N R IR LI 27 : R -2

4817 Wk, R244500

143450 o Draka,ors $184.900
ST20h 4179500
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
SIS Ghaloarr, $26. 00

BIRMINGHAM
17341 Lezhwrbin, $112.500

21120 Hagmma, $34.900
FARMINGTON HILLS
D%

Beaccn, $72.900
25070 Sautibrooks Lk, §139.500
7965 Larcactur $149.500

4 BEDRQOM FARM HOUSE with onclosod alde porch
d largo opon front porch, Spacloua closot arsas.

PRSP L SRS AL
TON CO! Prica reduced on this spacious

an
Within walking dlstanco to downtown Northvillo,
$82,500. 348-8430,

NDQO.
one bedroom unit, Appllances included. Walk to down-
town for , rostourants end entortalnmont. Im-
modiate Occupancy. $43,900. 477-1411,

LARGE FAMILY HOME. 3 Badrooms, 2+ betha, famly THIS 3 bedroom, 1% bath Colonia) has & cory family

TION: FIRST TIME BUYERS! Btop paying rentt

FARMINGTON GREEN. Quod-jovol, 2} baths, upper

\TTENTH
+ Move right nto this exceptionally clesn and attractive Son with sliding doorwall 1o two tlersd wood dack, room, finlt roc room, firoplace, patio. Attached 2 car foom with natural brick flcoptace for cozy winter nights,
“ ranch. Yard ls complatety fonced. Stove and refrigerator wot bar, flreptace In lower lovel tamlly room. $125,900. gorage, barbecuo grifl, outside lights, $82,000. 659 Testetully landscaped with curb appeal, $83,000. 348~
Inciudod, $36,900. 477-1111, £51-$900. (VIC) 2300, 6430,

CUSTOM BUILT HOME. 3 Bedroom brick ranch, 2 full
baths, ibla mortgage with lender approval, 2%
;gggﬂwﬂ garage, marble allls, much more, $77,900. 659-

3 badroom
decor, now

© DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON, All brikk
* Ranch in desirablo Alta Loma aroe.

! carpet, Florkda room and family room. Move-in
¢ tor, imwnoadiste cocupency. $111,900. 477-1111,

FARMINGTON HILLS updated coionlal decorated with
contemporary fleir. 40° famlly room with skylits.
Kidney shaped pool with spa. 3 car garage and more.
$209,000, 851-1900. (BLE)

sulte/ioft to winding bedroom/exercisa
room, wrap around deck, dark room, .
must soe! $98,000, 831-6700. satedlte ciah. A




