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Pmseemm*s endorse anti-drug team

By Mary Klemlc
stoft writor

A pareat Involvement program
started by two Livonia women has
been formally endorsed by a state
pmecuunx attorney’s organiration.

Parent to Parent, is
du!g;ncd to belp prevent and fight
substance nbuse by young poople.
Poreat to Parent began In the
Clarenceville Schoo! District lest
year and s being used in the Livonla
school district as well.

Clarenceville tekes in parts of
Livonla, Redford and Farmington
Hills. Most of Livonla and northern

Westland are included in Livonia
Schoola.

“It’s just a good common sense ap-
proach and It scems to be worklng,”
sald Tom Robertson, assistant exec-
utive secretery of the Prosccuting
Attorney’s Coordinating Councll, in
explalning the assoclation’s support
for the program. “We thought it
would bo a good thing to recommend
to parent erganlzations and the vari-
ous commuulties [n the state.”

“We're very excited about it, and
wo fecl that it's an important step,”
zald Kathy Kallio of Livonia Fam!-
lies In Action. Kallio and Ellecn
Ross, also of LFIA, developed the

Parent to Pareat program.

THE ENDORSEMENT came at
the procecuting attorneys' annual
mid-winter conference, held Jan. 21-
23. The focus of the conference was
drug abuse among children, and
what could be done to preveat it

Among the speakers at the meet-
ing were 1aw and Judicial represent-
atlvu from mund the country,

of the overall theme,

(Kallio and Ross) presented a couple

of workahops,” Robertson sald. “The

prosecutors were impressed, and in-

dicated they would endorse the pro-
gram and recommend !t to others.”

Basic cable rates upped

MetroVislon’s 21,000 subseribers
will pay mare for basic cable service
In 1987,

As of Feb, 1, MetroVision's baslc
service (Tier I, channels 2-113) will
increase from $1045 to $12.45 2
month, 2a1d Lark Samouelian, exccu-
tive director of the Southwestern
QOakland Cable Commission.

“There will bo no Increase in costs
for other services,” Samouelinn sald,
adding subscribers were notified by

mail of the Increase.
MetroVision's rate increase was
in light of the government
deregulation — the 1984 Cable Com-
munlcations Pollcy Act — that took
effect Jan. 1.
The new hw enables cable televi-
slon com) Increase their
ap-

Cable industry offictals, including
those at MetroVislon, felt past gov-
ermnment regulations forced compa-
nies to come in under the profit mar.
gin they originally when

- first franchising with municipalities.

A rate Increase in the basic cabla
service will help offset the cost of
services, such as

monthly rates wllhont
proval from local government units
that hold the cable televisionfran-
chises,
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the special movie channels, that
have not been hit with a rate In-
crease, Samouelian sald.

MetroVislon provides cable televi-
sion services to residents in Novl,
Farmington and Farmington Hills.
The cable comimission represcnts the
three cltles.
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Kalllo sald zho and Rm were In~
vited to the conference by Mauri

Corrigan of the assistant US, ntu)r-
ney’s office. Corrigan has attended
some of the Parent to Parent train-
ing sesslons, Kallio sald.

THE SESSIONS give parents
chance to help cach other uublhh
rules for thelr children and support
one another in enforcing thosa rules,

“They’re now motivated to do
many things about this (substance
abuse) problem,” Kalllo sald. “One
of the people that was trained sald,
‘What you have done, you hava given
;u a common ground to work

rom.!

Parent to Parent training sessions -

were conducted with parents from

Wuh!ng\nu Elcmcnuxry B¢hool In
Livonla.

Slnce then, tbo Washington School
group has held a “potluck/pot talk”
dlnner, at which representatives of
tho' Livonia. Pollce Department
talked about drugs, and a communi-
ty meeting to watch “A Generatlon
lt Risk,” a public television show

meleml among teens.

C theory Lhnt 1 felt
lrom l! was that if the parents of all
the ‘peers of thelr children got to-
gether “and established the basle
ground rules and stuck with that,
thelr'children wouldn't be as suscep-
tible to ressure as they would

[ wlthml.g aald Judy Bolu-lck, a
Washington School pareat who took
part In the program. “They’re not

golng to have the need-or deslre 15
(go agalnat the rules), because their
fricnds can't,

“I really thought it was a beuam”
she sald. "You do a lot of different
things. It xcu people back together
on a soclal basls,

The five-week program Includes
information on substance abuse —
such as statistics, ages when young.
sters atart using drugs and aleoho}
and reasons why they atart — and
sctlvities every week for parents to
do with their chlldren.

Thirty-six parents were trained
through the program- at Clarence-

ville, and 10 at Washington Schoof, |

Kulllu said. She aald plans are o

acaa.
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take Parent to Parent to Farmlng.

ton and Dearborn.
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