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E T'S A declslon worth reconsidering.

Supporting a Farmington Hills

Parks and Recreation Commis-

slon recommendntion, the city

council Monday declded against naming

the new youth athletic fields porthwest

of 13 Mile and Farmington roads after
a"n individual.

The commission, appointed by the
council, and the council, elected by the
public, have every right to vote thelr
consclence.

But their logic in deciding against
naming the fields after Jim Ellis — a
man who dld more for youth athletics in
Farmington Hills than anyone — i3
creaky at best.

* When voters approved a speclal park
tax last June, the parks and recreation
commission led them to believe the
newly acquired land at 13 Mile and
Farmington roads would become a park
geared to youth although not thelr ex-
clusive domaln,

. AFTER GAINING community opin-

{on, the good-hearted parks and rec
folks recommended naming the 15-acre
site Pioneer Youth Park. They also rec-
¢mmended naming playing sites in hon-
or or in memory of worthy people.

(. Monday, the city council pared the F:

name to Ploneer Park. The name no
doubt will be easy to remember, And it
plays on the history theme established
when the 212-acre Spicer property was
named Heritage Park 1ast year.

_. But it lacks the human spirit a name
iike Ellis Sports Park would bring. Park
names reveal much about a communl-
ty's values.

. When Hills resident Bev Ellls last
year suggested such a name in memory
of her late husband, some park com-
missioners had never heard of Jim
Ellis. Many newer people in the com-
:I_Hmity hadn’t elther, Including yours
ruly.

“.But as the Observer reminded last
fall, there's plenty of background mate-
tlal that punctuates just how deeply the
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% IT WILL be a pleasure to have com-
ny at Tuesday's school board meet-
% Of course, a few loyal staff members
“and residents nsually come to watch the
Jboard of education make milllon-dollar
Yeclstons.
.. It's the new faces that will be partic-
1larly welcome,
. Deputy superintendent Michael Flan-
Wgan has called the district, with its $52
milllon budget, one of this area’s largest
“Husinesses, He's right.
.. Until an issue raises the dander of
Tesidents, most are content to make
JHetter use of their Tuesday nights, let.
Qng their elected ofticlals make all the
decisions, Attending school board meet-
Ipgs is not at the top of most residents’
Sfavorite activity” list. - .
%: Next Tucsday will be different as
/Darents, staff and residents interested
“n preschool education listen to pro-
Bosals for the future of kindergarten.
“The meeting has been moved to Falr-
Jlew Edrly Childhood Center to accom-
modate the several hundred people ex-
gectcd to attend.
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want this to § on
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85-year resldent gave a darn about this
ity and its -
its kids,

GRANTED, COUNTLESS residents
have donated time and energy on
Farmington Hills* behalf, Citywide
memorials can't be handed out like
community service plagues.

But there can — and should be —
such memorials when contributions are
unusually lasting and significant.

ed to name someone with a
more diverse record of youth-oriented
gervice than Jim Ellis, you'd no doubt
be dumbfounded — and with good rea-
son.

This glant of a humanitarian helped
organize the area's first youth bageball
and football leagues. He organized
Farmington High’s athletle booster
club, For many years, he headed up the

‘armington Rotary Club’s vocational
scholarship program. In 1981, he was
district chairman of Rotary Interna-
tional’s Youth Exchange Program.

A COLLEAGUE of mine here at the
ican, tells

Farmington DeMolay, F
Youth for Understanding, Boys Repub-
lie, F: n Public Schools — all
have Jim Ellis’ imprint. -

EVEN AFTER discovering he had
cancer, Ellls battled courageously,
humbling many along the way, He em-
bodied the kind of person a city should
be proud to name a youth-oriented park
after. .o

Ellis Football Field has a nice ring.
But Ellis Sports Park has an even nicer

ring.
How about it, Mayor Marks? How
about it, council members?

schools;
overdue

a
some disheartening storles of what it is
like to be a Latino in a gringo world.

1 wish Birmingham's U.S. Rep. Wil-
Ham Broomfield could talk to my
friend, Maybe he would understand bet-
ter why he {3 making a mistake in in-
troducing an amendment that would
prohibit Spanish from being adopted as

. this country’s second language.

Belng stopped for a minor tralfic vio-
lation often threatens to end in major
ethnic confrontation. Store clerks often
watch closely as he looks over the mer-

dise. The air of discr al.

ways Is lurking in the background.

He laughs when telling the storfes.
But the tone in his volce says the wound
never quite heals.

“You own this car?” says the cop.

“Yes, sir.”

“What year Is it?”

“1980,”

“When did you buy it?"”

“1980."

“You mean to tell me you bought this
car new?”

“Yes, sir.?gv'ould you like to see the

t
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Lurie represents Parents for Open
C hich ade-

w

tailed plan to board members last April
Although a community relations sub-
committee-of the board ls studying her
proposal, she i3 getting

TRUSTEE JANICE Rolnick, who ac-
tvely supports the concept, has raised
the issue several times at public meet-
ings, but the ldea grinds along slowly.

Fitzpatrick, a local Parent/Teacher
Assoclation activist and current presi-
dent of the Farmington Area PTA
Council, wants her group to do more
than serve cookles and coffee.

1t's time thelr demands are met.

Parents and other interested parties
must organize and take an active role in
::hool. pollcybux?aklng — not just in

.other issues. They want to have a say in
How the future leaders of our e:ll;n':ny

khocldiztvr(cttt:ncum . th.l.ul
! Bothi advocate some type of 8
ty active community eound{o
senting each school bullding, that conld
%dd another dimension to running
_8chool system. .

the-

S —

the conn-

ty,

The Farmington school board is doing
all it can {0 represent effectively the
population of the 36-square-miles-plus
area. Trustees are

information they have. -

They need more.’ Each mn who
has ever disagreed with a decl-
slon, or has a better idea, must speak ap

and be

‘ Perhaps kindergarten parents are the
‘onsto:pnrklheﬂre,'rhaywm(ollnw
their children through the school

repre- with a sincere caring about our future

leadcrs — thelr children.
. Wa should all care -~ and be ready to
vest time fn our future, .
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“I'm the one asking the questions
here.”

“Yes, sir.”

“Let me see your registration. . ."

My f{riend, the Mexican-American,
resents that because of the color of his

skin and Spanish accent he is treated
rudely. :

My friend is known for his politeness

and never is rude to anyone, even to

those who are discourteous to him be-
cause they fear hig ethnicity.

PERHAPS HE ENOWS some things
:hat folks like Broomfield should real-
ze. .

We live in a hemisphere where the
majority of people share the same re-
ligious belief, similar culture and apeak
Spanish.

That's potent stuff.

Perhaps he knows that by the year

B crackerbarrel
debate

Steve
Barnaby

2000, U.S. Hispanics will number 30
miliion — the largest and one of the
most economically affluent groups in
this country. Today most of the 18.9
million U.S. Hispanics live in states
with large numbers of electoral votes
— Cali{ornia, Florida, Dlinois, New
York and Texas.

That's power.

Perhaps he knows that in the last 20
years U.S. Hispanic-owned businesses
have Increased from 100,000 to 400,000
and that In the next decade Hispanic
elected officlals will double to 3,200,

We should take a lesson from our
neighbors to the morth who recently
adopted bilingualism as a way of life.
After decades of battling each other,
French- and English-speaking Canadi-
ans are uniting to build a stronger
country.

We can avoid the struggle and tur-
moll now by adopting Spanish as Amer-
ica’s second language. And we'll be a
stronger country for it.

General ‘catches my fancy’

WHEN I BROKE out with a case of
“Halg fever” last week, It sent me sour-
rying to Ann Arbor — not to a hospltal
for an allergy injection but rather to the
Gerald R. Ford Library to see what Al
Halg looks and sounda like close up,

If that seems too informal a way to
refer to Gen. Alexander M. Haig Jr.,
who Lists supreme allied commander in
Europe, chief of staf and secretary of
state among former titles, it’s because
you don’t realize how close my misslon
carried me. Neither did he until I told
him two days later.

Just because I searched out this one
potential candidate for the presidency
of the .United States- for eyeballing
doesn't mean 1 intend to do the same
with the whole lot as they pass the hat
among us. But the general catches my
fancy and has ever since the day Ronald
Reagan was shot In 1981 and Haig
seemed 8o ready to step Into the breech.

WHATS MORE, I needed fodder for
a column.

Here was one of our most prominent
citizens on his way to address the Oak-
land County Republican Lincoln Day
Dinner and who, two days earller, would
pause 30 minutes from my home for the
television taping of a discusalon with
such figures as former President Ford
himself, Attorney General Edwin
Meese, Sen. Alan Cranston, former CIA
director Stansfield Turner, commenta-

tors Sam Donaldson and Dan Rather,
and the president of Yale University,
among others,

The same character who coined the
line about newspapermen meeting such
interesting people probably is to blame
for the theory that fools walk in where
angels fear to tread. Anyway, I thought
to myself, what the hell; why not?

The Ford Library 5 a'new structure
on the north campus of the University
of Michigan and I had to ask instruc.
tions. Also, 1 was late, overlooked the
proper entrance and walked In through
aback door, ’

TT LED DIRECTLY onto a set where
six TV cameras were focused upon a
horseshoe-shaped table at which were
comfortably seated some of the most

important thought-shapers of the free -

world. .

For the rest of the morning, for-
tunately out of camera range, I quietly
ghared space with a potted palm and a
couple of couldn't-care-less TV guys,
within first down distance of the back of
Jerry Ford’s head and with profile
s W

U, 'm py 1 a t1;

don't look like anp mumf, I _wniv
mamd::i:&eau:rfl:dcc?:dundatmt
being stop qu
checked for weapons, At the thf;g;
-Inn when I told the experience to Halg,
he verified what I already had found to
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be a fine senso of humor when he joked,
“Maybe the laxmess you describe sug-
gests it was a roomful of hag-beens.”

Pat Wierzbickl of the Oakland Conty
Republican staff tells me that the at-
tendance of about 830 at Saturday eve.
ning's Lincoln banquet was the second
largest In the 98 years these rah-rah
GOP feasts have been held.

Slim and trim in a well-tailored pin-
stripe suit, Halg was not the bombastlc,
long-winded orator some may have ex-
pected. He spoke in a positive, upbeat
manper for about 20 minutes, much of
{t about what he calls the “renalssance
of American spirit” during the Reagan
years.

When we came face to face, he didn't
prove quite as tall a man as I had envi-
sloned, nor was he a haughty know-it-
all. If he's power hungry, he shlelds it.

1 feel he Tlauml; be a fantastically

all-
in a group before a glowing fire. But I'd
hate to be his rival in a poker game.




