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Jorry Muulin'u Cnnndn goono,"Sanunol " 1837 ia one of the
many stars of an outstanding exhibit of docoys at Cranbrook

tion of

"Ponum Trot, Midgnl Doll Thutot." 1050. by Cal and nuby
Bleck, is one of the major worke In “The 110! That Bind” exhibl-

y folk art at

of Art Mu-

Folk art

ol “The “tres* wittr Bmho‘ put the subject into per-
specuve

to define folk art are useless . . . the no-
tion of lolk art, as understood in the last half century,

FOLK ART'S APFEAL mns Bnywhl:n: from cool

lon. C shows at Ci Acnd-

He sald the 1972 folk art exhiblt at the'
of

pass

emy of Art Muscum, “The Tles That Bind: Folk
Art in Contemparary American Culture” and “The De-
coy as Folk Sculpturc." hit on two parts of the folk art
phenomenon.’

1f there was any doubt about the local interest in folk
art, It was erased at the recent symposium beld In con-
Junctlon with the exhibltion at the Museum. More than
200 attended the daylong event with a rosier of speakers
which Included curators as well as coectors, who are
often one and the same.

Michael Hall, sculptor in t the Acad

Art Museum set the standard
und when It is coupled with this 1987 shaw by future art
historians, “They may look back and see these as
watershed events.

IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION 50 often posed
to him, “what do you mean by folk art?” he drew a
parallel between his subject and the variety of acls
which take place under a large clrcus tent “spilling all
over.” But, be corrnled it Jong enough to divide it into
four ma]nr neo-
naive and

co-curator of the “The Ties That Blnd, - and folk collec-
tor extraordinaire, was the moderator for the symposi-

um.
It was Dr. Eugene Metcalf, professor of interdlsclpll-
nary studies at Mlami Unlversity of Ohlo and co-curator

Slnee the title of Melcall‘s prescnmuon was “The So-

clal Meaning of Collecting Contemporary Folk Art,” he fun

was more Intent upon looklng at the reasons pcople col-
lect a certaln kind of folk art than the reasens the art-
ists made or make It.

Cranbrook Museum hosts watershed event

He anld hlswrlca'l mk art, “wblch does not mlate to
the concerns of modern soclety” provides an casy cs-
cape for those who want to go back {0 a less complicat-
ed way of life.

Ethnographic folk art obviously would appeal to those
wllh recent European tics, and the neo—mllve satisfies a

Is

seum. With puppola which sing and dance, I! hlahllghlt lhem
tion about artists who try to raformulato the vorld.

City, who has glven a major part of hls collection to the -
Smithsonian u utc safd graffitt, neon trade signs and
photographs can be lk

“Carnival artisa whale field of its own,” he said.

Later as slides were shown of some of the picces
loaned for the 1972 Cranbrook folk art cxhibit

for images. Ni Te-
pllcns of folk art of a former time.

“Cantemporary (folk) art performs a different func-
tlon. This art disrupts . . . it unsettles Its audlence.. . .
folk art, at Its best, is remarkably demanding both Intel-
lccumuy and soclally, ” he said.

lon which followed, Pam Hill, co-direc-
tor ol Hlll Gallery of Birmingham said, “The folk artist
does not intellectuallze his art.” She later commented,
“Folk art Is about origlnality and intense drive.”

MYER AND WALTER SIMMONS I,
pnueum Lnlked abaut the cxclunent of the chase, the
and the side
benefits such as lulk nn-orlented travel and friendships.

Herbert Walde Hemphill Jr., coltector and former cu-
rator of the Museum of Modern Folk Art of New York

he from the aud|

When asked to explain why certaln pleces attracted
him, he sald, “I don’t analyze my aesthetics about each
plece. I always wanted my collection to talk for me.”

Later, he sald when he sees a plece and feels a chill go
down the back of his spine, he knows It's something he
wants, “I don't care If anyone clse likes It if I think it's
wonderful, It’s a gut reaction.”

Four highly regarded collectors and authorities on de-
coys, Julle Hall, Tim HHl, Ron Swanson and Klune
Walsh Jr. showed alldes of decoys and swapped stories
about how they found them and, in same cases, how they
were used and what they meant.

Singing thelr hearts out

For a special valentino’s day troat, tako your
swoolle over to the Livonla City Hall audito-
rium at 3 p.m. Sunday when tho newly
formed David Jorlett Chorale will 1t thelr
volces In song. Admission Is $3 and ticketo
aro avallable at the door. The event Is spon-
sored by tho Livonia Arts C It's

director Jorlott is no stranger to the aroa. Ho
is on the faculty of tho Southfield Public
Schools, Schoolcratt Collefije and the Uni-
vorsity of Michigan. He is currenlly presi-
dent-alect of the Michigan Music Educator's
Association. Accompanist Is Jane Bran-

tho choralo’s first appoarance in Livonia but

scom, coach/; i
craft College Community Cholr.

for tho School-

F YOU'RE LOOKING for some helpful
hints for flndlng your true love on
Valentlne's Day, the computerized
folklore archive at the Universlty of

Detroit suggests you take a look at our fine
feathered friends.

If yousee n blackblrd, you witl marry a
clergyman. A goldfinch means that your
spouse will be a millionaire, but a bluebird
spells a life of poverty because your future
mate will be far from rich.

1f no birds are in sight, drop three balls of
clay into a bucket of water. Each should
contain the name of a likely prospect on a
sheet of paper. The firat one to rise will be
your valentine,

DREAMS HAVE A magle of thelr own and
if you want to spend a night with your true
love, follow one of these dream-recipes
before golng to bed:

Put three bay leaves under your pillow.
You‘m sure to dreatn of the person you will

Or boll an ¢gg Lo salt water. Then eat the
whole thing, shell and all.
1f that docsn't conjurs up your future

takes romance to heart

spouse, it might help to add some audio-
appeal. Try reclting this picee of {olk-verse:

Good valentine be kind to me;ina
dream let me my true love see.

The archive, directed by Professor James
T. Callow, is the world's first computerized
folklore collection and it includes thousands
of ltems collected every semester by students
of folklore. Since 1984, informants have been
steadily enlarging and refining the archive
with traditions from all over the world.

EGGS, FOR EXAMPLE, arc widely
recognized for the important roles they play
in the serious business of cox and
marriage. Unmarried Polish and Hungarian
glrls used to give cggs, sometimes by the
dozens, to their boyfricnds. In Macedonia,
engaged couples exchanged eggs as gifts
while Russians and Indonesians used cggs at
thelr marriage cercmontes.

However, If you're hounded by an
unwanted valentine, relief may be only a salt
shaker away. Salt, according to folk wisdom,
can qulct a storm, bless a new house, cure an
carache ~ and gcl rid of unwanted visltors,




