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- FEAR AND IGNORANCE often walk
band-in-hand.

- In'recent weeks, the pair has done its
part in ignldng and dlviding Farming-
ton Hllls resident

The " last !ew weeks  have ' been
sparked with controversy. Anger and
apprebension haye highlighted dicussion
of the Sisters of Mercy expansion plgns,
child ‘day care in residential areas and
whct.her n barrier on 'I‘uI!pwood should

boods, - N

Each issue has appropriately drawn
out the resldentlal troops armed with
upln]ons. (eellngs and in

facts.

Miny residents made strong, compel-
ling and factual arguments in each is-
sue. As'meny residents ‘came armed
with assumptions based on their fears
of what mlxbt happen il decisions con-
trary to thelr feelings were made, |

ON.THE CHILD day care izsue, com-
plaints were numerous, Many telephone
callers opposed day care because of
unwarranted fears children would bring
AIDS into the nc!ghborhood.

Others d about

1 some cases,’

'shred of evldence was offered to sup-

port argumen

lGNORANCE PLAYED as much a
role in resldents’ confusion and anger,

Residents — some here 20 years —
were surprisingly misinformed about
how the planning commission and city
council operate or whether a zoning
text amendment 13 the same as a zoning

e,

That may be expected from an apa-
thetic community. Only 1 percent of the
voters cast ballots in a recent school
millage issue,

But If ‘residents understood an issue,
let alone how local government works,
time and trouble could be saved. Com-
ments ‘could be based on fact rather
than fear. And perhaps their feelings
would have greater effect on those

makin,

— dirty diapers — and other health-re-
lated concerns. And even more callers
complained about working mothers.
“They should stay home,” was the com-
mon cry.
injons of what might happen —

lﬁp than actual facts and figures —
were similarly offered in the Tulipwood
discussion.

‘The Slsters of Mercy plans drew the

if they came from in-
formed opinion. Angry, mud-stinging
comments do Hittle to foster eredibility.

Yes. Change is thréatening, But much
of it is frightening because it's made to
be so much more drdstic and devastat-
ing than reality provés,

A call to city hall for information, an
explanation. A ctop at city hall to read
the latest proposed ordinances, zoning
requ-t& And even better, regular at-

', usual about af-
fic, sewage problems and the wave of
development in the city, Again, not one

at council and plannlng meet-
ings, would go far in fostering informed
opinlon and debate.
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Explcrers:\a rare bre!ed

THE SCENE WAS intimidating.
About 250 anxious communication
hopclul:; sat or stood In the conference
room of a suburban hotel waiting for
words of wisdom to come from a panel
of what was billed as “the experts.”

We were to address the topic,
“Cllmbing the Communications Lad-
der.”

“What a strange topic,” I had told
myself weeks earlier. A feeling of

Property tax cuts?

Get your program

discomfort came over me every time I
contemplated the subject.

Climbing ladders of any type has al-
ways been my least favorite occupation.-
Vertigo, 'you know. Remember James
Stewart in the bell tower?

He didi't fall, of course. James never

N ‘»'d_ld. in thg movies, anyway.

"As I'sal at the head of that room sur-
veying all the hopes and dreams of the

futiire, J wondered how many of those .

young chreerists would one day flad

WHEREVER YOU look, is

offering a plan to cut property taxes.
How does Joe Citizen figure out which
plan to kéep his eyeon?

*“Right now the focus is on Harden,”
sald Senate Majority Leader John En-
gler of Mount Pleasant, Edgar Harden
is a former university president who
hag been-asked by the state Board of
X Educ{unn to head a 40-member com-
: mmu: «h cvslunte the plans flying

- a ‘ 3

N "Weare;:oo ting with Harden.

-~ We'll try to use them o develop a con-

-, sensud. We can’t resolve It in the Legis-

- lature on partisan lines,” said Engler,

who hag made propérty tax reform the
1987 issue,

That answers one question: Where In.

-. Lansing will state leaders try to address
: I.lw quue of Mlcmgans big pmpeﬂy tax

- ‘WHAT WILL Gov Jﬂmel J. Blanc-
hard, with his 61-percent mandate from
the 1986 election, do? -

. Blanchard's style Is to focus on'two or
three {csues, Property taxes isn't oné of

- them. Blanchard {s a follower this time.

* bills — more of what we already have.
- He woqu mplaca tha tost revenve with
* hij taxes.

. wnn'! bogthat.
Blanchard 18 gan s!xy abont {ax fssues
B sayiiag i, commetng
anything cons|
: votera rejected the last reform in
981, The governor may let a consensus
. develnpandnuppoﬂ um!. |

WHAT WILL be targetted for re-
. form?-.

)
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the ballot with a 1-2-percent increase, .
How far will property taxes be cut?
Ah, there’s the rub. The GOP Senate

plan proposes a level rate for both busi-

ness and homeowners. A key Demo-
cratic plan proposes a higher rate for
business. The Democratic theory is that,
since reform will shift the tax burden to
consumers, business shottldn’t get as big
a benefit as homeowners.

It's classieal Republican vs. Demo-’
cratic thinking,

WHAT ABOUT those abatements of -

50 percent for 12 years that some com-
panlu have been getting?

'l‘hey seemed like a good way to re-
cruit basiness when the Legislature al-
Iowed them. It’s becoming more appar-
*ent that big companles that don't need
them are playing off nne community
ngnlmt another.

lnok {or them to end.- .
What's in it for so-called out-of-
ormula” schopl districts, which get'o
suu ald? Key questlon. }
- Many of those are in !hme subtirbs.
When they got state aid, they found the
. goverpor could — and did -- cut it dur-

Ing a recession in order to pay wellare’

benefits.
‘Those dmrlc!s are slmng pretty, an-

swermaon}ywthelrloca!vomalmx!

é d.lzzlly hanglng from a pre-
cipice. :

FOR THE first time in my life, I was

. speechless, An unusual occasion, as

those who know me will testlfy. Gazlng

through my notes, I found the remarks

prepared the night before insignificant,

the choreographed stories and joku
trivial.

All the‘e people were really serious,
really intent on getting on what they
percelv as the ladder to success,

Fortunately I was the third of four
speakers. I had time to get my thoughts

, together.

qumg stock in condoms

DONT/YOU THINK the controversy
about condom_\ is belng stretched to the

limit? -
ws all ell'and good that some peo-
ple are liy taking AIDS seriously

enough to try to protect people from
thid fatal discase through education. But
the arguments springlng from this issue
- are frequently ironic, silly or mistead-
:ing.'Red |berrings, you might say, or
» ““Trojan hofses,

On theironic side is the lncl. that
. some feminists, who have rightfully
" complained u:at contraception has been
for too long a woman's problem, find
themselves criticizing ttpe hypocrisy of
telavial inls for cond

Apparently, they say, it was all right
to keep condoms a secret from polite
‘soclety when the only worries v;lc're

at

o !&lchmmnmpaytsshﬂnonlnpmp- tiine, They are
. erly taxeg, two-thirds for schbo ng. . . ChL
: target. will  Why, they, will‘argue, nlwnid we sup-
‘ port a gales tax increase that
enud” canhkcamy(mmm?'l‘he will need.
- some, t ahifted -

betm it cnngo on ﬂm bn.llot.

" ‘was somewhat inconceivable for men.
But now that there is a deadly disense
stalking rmien, let's get the word out of
- the pool halls and onto local ‘l'V
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While sitting there 1 thought about
many of the misleading messages that

NS

XY

crackerbarrel ;
debate -

Steve
-Barnaby

away thlnklng that was the route lo
success. o
And then I thought about how Ameri- >
can business has failed many times in
competition with foreign markets be- T ;
cause we were more Interested in »
knocking each other’s brains out than +
in producing quality products and com- &
peting with them. H
To compete, you see, we don’t need }
clone-like business people. We don't ¢
want mountain climbers.

have been sent out to young busi
people. I call it the MBA mentality. It
manufactures robots whose only goals
are to get ahead just for the sake of get-
ting ahead, for accumulating wealth
just for the sake of overindulgence,

1 thought of the Increasing number of
young Wall Street brokers who are find-
ing th lves in a legal e, Tu-
ined for lfe because of wealth acquired
through lllegal insider stock trading,

* I'thought of the image these young

peaple have of business leaders clawing

and stomping one another to get ahead.
HOW SAD. They really shouldn't go

st.range The f 1

We need who are
for innovative ideas; who are pnsslonate ¥
about thelr work and who want to pro-
duce the best possible product. We must
create an envirdnment where the goat is
to work together to create a better socl-

et
¥ was brought out of my reverle as
the made the {
stood for a moment, looking over the
sea of faces. ;
“You don't get ahead by sucking up to
your boss,”
The' audience gasped. I smiled !o B
myself. Thank you, Lord. I was going lo ’
get across the message

sreveree

ists, however, don’t like condom ads at
all. Commercials for condoms don’t
promote safety, they say, they promote
sex. And it's one thing for adults to mess
up thelr lives by being sexually immo-
ral, but children shouldn't be encour-
aged to do likewise.

That ig apparently a reasor;nble ar-
gument for some people, but it ignores
the fact that kids in my small rural high

school somchow discovered sex, con- |

doms and teenage pregnancies in the

,mid-"80s without the help of a single sex

education class or condom commerctal,

Unfortunately, thase who discovered -
“sex dldn’t always discover condoms.

It i3 and will be difficult to prove
whether slrnlght talk to students will
encourage less teenage sex or, at least,
fewer teenage pregnancies. It is also
difficult to listen to televislon execu-
tives with a straight face.

THEY GNASHED their teeth and-

wrinkled their brows over the delicate
of sex and condoms on televi-

" about condom ads puts them in league
** with " fundamentalists, * proving: to no
one's xurprbzu that cnndoms make for

3

T et v s

.slon. These are the same people who
made “jiggle television” a code word

with shows like “Charley's Angels,” who

. played In drug stores In the finest com-.

rived,

o
i Perlberg

regularly spice’up the “Dallas” genre -
and various mini series with generous
doses of sex and who delight in near-
soft-porn made-for-TV. movies featur-
ing the rapes of attractive women and &
teenage girls. [

No matter. Televislon may gently dip
its toes:into the world of condoms, but
the products are already plalrly dis-

munities. That's true eyen in the north-
‘ern Michigan town where, a decade or
50 ago, a townswoman strongly op|
the introduction of a sex educntlon clns
in her public school.; .
“Next thing you know,: they'll be

bringing In condominiums,” she said.

She was.right — about both the con
dos-and the condoms, The ‘byplay has
been ‘amuting,. b comma'claia *for
condoms is an ldm whnse umehns nr-




