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Tha group Telsurely gumered
‘around the fail cells of the Farm-
fington Department of Publlc Safe-"
ity seemed steangely out of place,
i+ There was a Detroll police in-
pector, 0'used ear salesman, & for-
mer westher nowscaater, a contro-

ja ‘Detrolt counclwomgn, all of
iwhorn wajted thelr turn’before the,
jtelevisiop cameras, .

This strange conglomeratlon of
locnl celebritlies — . Inspéctor Gile
+bert Hill, Mcl Farr, Sorny Elllot, L.
‘Brooks Patterson, nn Mahaf-
dey and WXY. nnel 7's Rich
\Fisher' — was ‘ealled together at
lhegcqnuln!AmarlcanCuccho-
‘{'clety’s ‘metro area chalrperson
‘Mark Ridley '—. better known as
ope of Detrolf's more popular hosts
of comedy aéts,

, Founder 'of Berkely's Comedy

tle, Ridley’s:comie spirit was
not lost on his gurrent role nor on
his attempts {0 coordloate the film-
Ing of'beveral commercials de-
signed to publicize: the soclety’s
(\mdruiamg efforts.

In faet, most of the guests,
tolre of off-the-wall remarks, were
'so preoccupied with laughlng that -
‘mehr commercial takes had to be

one.

i
i "I’M HERE BECAUSE u:ey
‘promised an agent from Para-
smount would be here with a long-
‘term contract, joked HI, now
\known in movle clrcles ‘as actor
iEddle Murphy’s commuinding offi-
teer in “Beyerly Hills Cop” and the
£00D- (o-be—relcnscd sequel, “Bcvcr-
i1y Hills Cop I1.

! The pmlect sponsared by the
{cancer society and uued “The
IGrcAr. American  Lockup,
'brought celcbrities and tclevls!on
. personalities alike to joln in com-
batting a disense that kills more
than 18,000 Michigan residents a
year,

The Farmlngton police station
was selected as the filming site be-
cause it houses the older-style bar
jmall cells, a production member

d.

The fden, sald Ridley, is to make
fundraising fun.

And who better to recrult than-a
comedlan whose life revolves
\ e

wersial _proseeuting attorney, a- [
WXYz-Chnnnel 7 news auchor and .

warming up to Rldley's full reper- -

Mark ﬂldlcv tict), 00m0d1 Caitlo owner and  Qibart Hill and Oukland County-Pwnocutor L.

, chairman of tho “Qroat Amarican Lockup,”

-atands guard over Detroit Polico Inspector

around finding fun in the most se:
rious of subjects, sald Susan Soltls,
public” relations director for the
camncer wciety 's metro Detrott di-

on.

“‘Ye're attempting to use this as
a pllot program for the rest of the
pation,” Soltls said. “We want to
gather community publicity to

make ths thing work.”

Last ‘year, the soclety raised
more than $30,000 in donatfons
over a threc-dny od, mostly
from their unlquo method of gath- .
ering publielty.

For $25, participants can bave
the person of thelr cholee “arreat-
ed" and put behind bars In simulat-

Andy
. Amorlcan Cancer 8°clety’s lund-u[alng ) commerclal.

" ed fait cells 1

. up, begin al
. mwndcd to capltalize on the famil-

Brooko Patterson (right). - j;

S
ted at the Fisher
Buildlng, Sumnmit Place Mall and

. the Macomb Mall, .

After recelying thelr sentences
by eancer soclfty Judges, the “con-
victs” can make a3 meny phones
calls as they desire to contact per-
sons able to post thetr bail.

THE COMBMERCIALS, which
will head off the March 24-2& lock-
rlpg March 9, and are

larity of tho mmamunu Involved,

Rldley sald.

Using  bis, ; television  contacts
while Soltls ted radio person-
alities and, With the help of the
Southfield-| September Moon
Production Network, the series of
commercials deplets the personall-
tles confronting thetr jallers In an
attempt to.yln thelr release from
behind bars.

Following In the format set forth

by Ridley, former atand-up comlc

. atthe Comedy Castle, Gene Taylor,

wrote the seripts for the commer-
clals in a mmcr that kighlighted
each pcd‘ml-ﬁcr 's personailty.
The resulls were hllarious.
“Never d my lawyer,” shout-
ed Hill in ope sequence, “call my

: Sponaoredby llsa f

: " 13,000 Mlchlyan

‘American Cancor.
‘Society, “The Gresi :
Amerlcan Lockup” hua
broughtiogal " .-\
celebrilios and--

. television pamonam(as/ "B
. alike'tofoinin

‘combatting 8, diseaso
| that kills mo.'o then '

residonta a year. Last
;Iear, the soclely roised

- niore thign 850,000 in i

. donations over g thres-' ;
day period, mootly
from the unlque. -
mothod.of gathoring. .
publlcity

L Channet.7. nowu. waa

. Dotrojt colebrity Sonny Elliat (right) J
spector Gilbort Hill and Oakiand .County’ Prosecutor L.’
Brooks Pummm in uamng histurn (o bo ladmd up. P |

.agent” | *

As laughter erupted and Hill peg-
formed again for the camers, vari-
ous guest “actors” prepared for
thelr turn.

“Thls was my chance to meet the
Infamous Inspector Hill,” quipped
Patterson shortly before mdlng
his lines.

“|f people have a lot of fun doing
something and others notice i,
they're golna to glva more money,”
reasoned Ridley. “This was a lot of
fun to do and ¥ think everybody In-
volved ‘would ap'm. )3 mmn, how

do -y«

often and
Brooks anmn behlnd ban‘l You -

Rich Fisher, 8 p.m anchor for

1 among - colebritios - behind
bam for thu eommurcial !Ap-

olns Datrolt Polic’ in.

Axounl ndmlt. 11': not somcu:ing . )

you’d see overyday,””

For more information on “the
procedure for a “cltizen’s arrest”,
contact the American Cancer Socis
ety at 425-6830 {n Waynoe County,
557-5353 in Oakland County and
7587800 In Macomb County and
ask for Lock-Up Central Booking.
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* Hostages

Journalist: negotiation isn't the answer

By Janice Brunlon
stalt writer

“What s the answer to the fate of
hoatages held by terrorists?” award-
wi.nnlng Journalist Danjal Schorr
asked a ‘crowd of clergymen in
Ioomlleld Township.

“I think," he said, answering ‘the
hunquan himself, “let them die.”
s+ Schorr made lhe remarks Feb, 13
in an address on terrorism and the
mndln at the 45th cvumcnlcll seml-

r sponsored by the B. Benedict
Glazer Institute at Temple Beth El,

. “I know I am speaking to & group
1 of people whose reapect for life Is
very high,” Schorr sald.

But, he added, if the only solution
.{or (he release of hoitngu is con-

3
1
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“It Is diffleult to know what words
mean to this president. He has a way
of saying things that are In opposi-
tion to what you know to be true.”

“BUT WHEN he says ‘we won't
deal? he means they (the hostages)
will dle. He just doesn't take the next
step and say It.

“‘Winning (agatnst terrorists) Is a¢
cepting thm of a few lves, If that

.is what's n

However, Schorr sald, it i3 not In.
the best interests of terrorlsts to kill
hostages. “If they kil (hem, théy
lose their power.”

Letting hostages dlo or not is just
one plece of a larger pleture that
Schorr sald constitutes an ethical di-

‘lemma now faclng administration

omclals, the Lelevlud news industry
All, Schorr

}hcn ihe fate of the hnsmgu Is al-
ready sealed.

“The current presidential admin-
. lstration already says as much,’
,Sdmn' sald, although he readily
: Jconcedes recent. actions by the ad-

i |ministration have shown total disre-
gard for Its announced policy.
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nld share blame for cruﬂng prob.

lems now faced in dealing with ter-.

rorists.

“We (the medla) have made ter-
rorism work and hostage-holdlng ef-
foctive,” Schorr sald.

He cited the platform glven to rel-
atives of hostages by television news
stations ns an example, an ly
blamu it for what Schorr labels

*our recent insanlty,” the Iran-Con-
tra affalr.

"We didn't know at the time th

e
. profound effect thelr (the refatives)

comments were having on the presi-
dent, who sees life In smail anec-
dotes anyway.

“Thaitks to the refatives and thelr
campalgn, and tire effect on the pres-
ident, we got what we got.”

' SCHORR CllAl'lGE‘.‘l, “There is a
love affalr between tclevision and
ferrorists because they serve each
ather so well. Television gets ratings
and terrorists get attention.

“‘When ABC gets Into the cockplt
of a highjacked TWA planoe to inter-
view a terrorist, it Is a great televi-
slon victory.

“Television mlku violence a
commonplace thing.”

Fcaturlna violence on televisfon,
both'in the news and as entertaln-
ment, is nothing new, Schorr sald.

Retorning to the United States in

tho 1960s after 20 years abroad as &

reigh dent, Schorr was
assigned to cover domestic news.

Urban violenco was the tople of

e moment and Schorr sald inter-
views with black militants were pre-
ferred over those with Martin Lu-
ther King for nightly news alring.

\
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91 Is difficult 10 know
what words mean to
this president. He has
a way of saying things
that are in opposition
fo what you know to be
true.’ .

/' - Danisl Schorr

Journalist

“Televislén (Gews) s not really a
very good medium for conveying in-

It conveys
better than Intsrmation, It likes dra-
ma and ‘conflict. Nothing succeeds
better than violence.

“When it deals In’ philosophical
{deas, It presents two extremes,
while the truth might really le
somewhere In the furzy middle,

“I am not saylng TV should not
cover the news, I am saying it should

‘be done without exploiting situa-

tions, without negoﬁaﬂus interviews
with terrorists,

“The news has to stop dealing with
terrorism as though it is a legitimate
force in the world with something to
sell”

REAL CHANGE In the way tele-
vised news s covered, Schorr sald,
will only coms about by pressure
from the public on TV exccutives
and program directors. "They are
very responsive to ratings.”

Twice In his 50-year career Schorr
sald he "killed” nows stories for cthi-
cal reasons, once kn Poland following
Vv’nrld War ITand again io Ireland,

ces Schorr sald he
knew bu had obulned information -
under privileged circumstances and
not in the typical adversarial role of
a journalist,

“I knew 1 was an outside-journal-
1st Jooking in."* He chose not,to re«
port either story.

Schorr, now 70, sald his taik is “a
theme for one or two books I have in
mind, that is; If T can ever detach
myself {rom daily news.”

Currently he is a sénlor news ana-
lyst for public radio in Washington,
D.C., where he lives with his wife of
20 years and two children, a son who
is a student at Yale and a daughter
who 13 in bigh school. -
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