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Spartans Spike
tournament foes
for WLAA title

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

The Livonia Stevenson volleyball
team is about as popular in Walled
Lake as a migraine headache,

In fact, a beadache is exactly what
the Spartans gave both Walled Lake
teams (to say nothing of the rest of
the 12-team fleld) Saturday at the
Western Lakes Activities Associa-
Hon Volleyball Tournement at
Walled Lake Central.

Stevenson, after outlasting a felsty
Walled Lake Central team in the
scmifinals (8-15, 15-4, 15-12), dusted
Walled Lake Western In the champi-
onship match 15-7, 10-15, 15-6.

LET’S CONSIDER what these nas-
ty Spartans have done to the Walled
Lakers this scason,

Central, after Saturday, has a 26-7
record, Flve of the losses were ad-

by The Vik-
ings have competed in three tourna-
ments this season and the Spartans
have eliminated them from each.

“1t has really burt our state recog-
nition,” Contral coach Mike
Lindstrom sald. “Wo can't get
ranked with seven losses. I tell them
that five of the losses were to the No.
4 tcam In the state, but . , .°

YAREET

team's last seven points at the net.

Balley and Andrews will be team-
mates pext year at Michigan State
T

Western jumped abead 4-1 In the
decisive third game, But, with Bat-
ley serving seven stralght polnts,

ran off 12
polnts and eventually buried the
ors.
'The same things have haunted us
all year, bad passing and service re-
ception,” safd Western coach Fritz

Talllon. “We won game two because
Western, :{'f: :;ulsf" , bas an we passed the ball well, and we were
(354) has beaten the Wartiors twice. able to get the ball to our big hitter.

Lo, 14 0ok want Lo play Walled L They piay pocat
conch Loo Cag'le whose Spartans fenslvely and Bailey Is just outstand-
have won eight Teague titles In his 28 We wanted to get her in the back
L o row, but when she got there she
oyear coaching relgn. Western, ity T e
Ironleally, took the title away from g
Stevenson last year,

"“They really scare me,” he added.
“They hit well, and they dig better
than anybody. You cannot afford to

“taka a breather against them™' .. -

SATURDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP
match afforded few breathers for el-
ther side. splke gives blockers fits.

Stevenson, behind the power of  Rocky Cibar, a first-year setter,
senior Kristine Bailey, rolled coo- gpread the ball around nicely, Then,
vincingly past Western in game cne. whepever the opposition dozed off,
Balley scored seven of the 15 points  she’d tap one over the net for apoint.
with zplkes and well-placed off- She scored two blg points on dink
specd hits, shots agalnst Western,

Western used its premler attacker  Both Lindstrom and Tallion spoke
to get even in.game two. Senlor of Stevenson's uncanny ability to dig

CC reigns in

Spartans. But she would be the flrst
£o polnt out the undenlable value of
the five other Stevenson players,

Sue Zatorski was superb at the net
throughout the day. Her left-handed

By Brad Emons lot of confidence. He's also an intelli-
ataff writor gent wrestler,”
Although CC'S Matt Helm and Sa-

Redford Catholic Central wres- lem's Dennis Dameron split during
tling coach Mike guez clalms  the regular season, it was all Helm
be's not a greedy man. this time, scoring a 5-2 win.

But when the Class A reglonal ““That had to be a high for us and a
tournament gets under way at O:zg high for Matt,” Rodriguez sald.

a.m. Saturday at CC, tha host coa:
would like to see all 11 of his district THE CC SOPHOMORE ran his
quallflers make It on through to the record to 39-4, while his freshman
state finals, Saturday, March 14, at  brother Jay, who scored a convine-
Lansing Eastern High School. ing 15-4 victory over Salem's Scan

The S , the odds-on favor-  May in the 112-pound final, is 42-13,
ito to win this year's Class A tltle, As cxpected, Quint won the 138
recarded seven lrst-place finiahes, a  pound crown, raising his record to
patr ofmd;;:n‘z a pﬂ:!of‘g:llwtgs 51-4. He scored three poins before
cn rouf po 1] ting a 6-2 win over Arbor Pi-
Plymouth Salem district title last b Am il
weekend. (Sce results on statistics
page)

“The most we've ever sent to the
state meet was elght, but I'd like to
sce all of

being groedy,”- sald -the -OC

'd feel more comfortable if they
all go, but it's going to be hectic (at
the regfonal), We won't run into a lot
of teams wilh depth, but there will
be a lot of teamns with good Individu-
als. That's what we ran Into at the
districts.”

Pleass turn to Page 4

WINNING INDIVIDUAL titles for

Lemansid (135), Leo Krueger (167)
and Bob Yeager (198). .

Heaton, a 6-foot-68, 240-pound jup-
dor, ran hla record to §1-5 by sweep-
ing thorugh the heavywelght class,
although ho had a few anxious
momenta.

He narrowly escaped David Fink
of Ann Arbor Huron in bis semlf(nal,
avolding a pin In the final minute to

score A §-3
handed Oak Park standout Gary
‘Brown his flrst loss of the year, 8 2-0
declsion In overtime,

“Toby had two tough matches
back-to-back, but that says some-

.thing about our competitlon,” Rodri- ditficult
“We've had to do t position In his match with Sajem's-
5}‘3:;‘3,""’“ to do thia mos Dennls Dameron during Saturday’s statd dis-

“Ho (Toby) Is 10% key, but ho had &
2o !

- Y S

Farmington’s Todd Jacobs found himsalf In a

RANDY BORST/stalt phologrepher

8teph Knapp linos up a splke for North Farmington. The Raid-
ers want 3-5 In pool play at the WLAA volloybail tournament.

up splkes and get qulckly into its of-
fenslve attack, The reason 13 the hus-
tle of back row standouts Amy An-
derson, Laura Brown and Jenny Sta-
dewski. ‘Brown also played well in
the front row, particularly against
Western,

“We have two very dominant play-
ers [n Balley and Zatorskl. They put
an awful lot of pressure on a team,”

Cagle sald. “And we have a lot of
kids with exceptional athletic ablll-
ty. And, for the most part, there's no
resentment among the players, They
play as a team.”

TWO OTHER teams made nice
runs In the tournament. Livonia

Pleaso turn to Pagoe 4

mat district

Farmington Harrison wrestler
CUI{ Aleantara scored all 24 of his
team’s points Saturday, winning
the 105-pound division at the Dis-
trict 11 Class B tournament at
Mount Clemens Clintondale,

Alcantara, who won the Western
Lakes Conference crown two
weeks ago, scored four stralght
pins enroute to the title,

He pinned Sean Kolode of Algo-
nac in 18 seconds, Jason Bucy of
Madlson Helghts -in 0:44, Kelth
Haack of Mount Clemens Lutheran
North in 4:37, and Kevin Renaud of

Alcantara takes mat title

Clintondale in 0:28.
Harrison finished 11th out of 19

teams,

At the Class A district tourney
Saturday at Walled Lake Western,
North Farmington finished 14th
with 31 polnts. Milford Lakcland
took the team Utle with 127%.

Paul Cook of North finlshed see-
ond in the 145-pound class. He lost
to Lakeland's Joe Seane in the fi-
nals, 10-4, but will advance to the
Clio regional this weekend.

Dan Starrs of North alse quali-

fied by flnishing fourth at 165.

trict tournament. Damoron won the match,

H . -

BILL BRESLER/statd photographor

/nvunluully finlshing second In the district to
Cathollc Central’s Matt Holm.
erod to quality for the reglonal tousnament.

acobs recov-

.

("D

GUY WHO SHOULD know
better told me something
Tuesday, saylng It as I he
were surprised but not re-

ally shocked. “You know, before I
always thought sports were decld-
ed on the flctd of play,” he said.

The speaker was Richard
Thompson, Wayne Statce's sports in-
formatlon dlrector. What he sald
might have been true In the earli-
est days of athletle competition.

Not now. These days, athletic
destinics are determined by offi-
clals without the beneflt of compe-
tition. Developments of the past
wecek prove it.

EXAMPLE NO. 1: Plymouth Sa-
lem vs, Westland John Glean, two
excellent basketball teams whose
fates were determined by the flp
of a caln.,

‘The scenarlo; Salem lost to John
Glenn in the team's first meeting
at Salem. Friday, the two teams —
by far the best in the Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation
(WLAA) — met again. This time
Salem won on a buzzer shot by Jeff
Justlee,

It was the Rockets' flrst loss this
scason (Salem has two), and it tled
them with Selem for first in the
WLAA's Lakes Dlvision. The tie-
breaker formula conmsisted of
WLAA wins, division wins and
head-to-head  competition. Slince
nelther had an advantage, the only
thing left to do was toss a eoin.

At stake was a berth in the
WLAA champlonship game against
Western Divislon-winner Plymouth
Canton,

Salem won the toss. So 17-1
Glenn must settle for second place.

Hardly seems falr, doas it? In
previous years the league decided
its champion by playlng a three-
game tournament, which seems
fairer than the present method.
WLAA officials agree, and they
wlll return to a tournament format

Destinies decided
without competition

next year.
Of course, that doesn’t help Johsg
Glenn much, does 1t?

EXAMPLE NO. 2: Oakland Unig.
verslty vs. Wayne State. These twg
basketball tcams have been balf-
tling, together with Ferris State;
for berths in the NCAA Dlviston I
tournament and the Great Lake
Intercollegiate Athletic Conferencdy.
(GLIAC) title.

Ferris s In the driver's scat fo
both, The Bulldogs are flrst fn th
GLIAC, a game ahead of WSU. Thal.
Pioneers are third at 9-5, But ther:
are 32 spots in the NCAA II tour.
ney, enough for all three, Or so offl
ficials from WSU and OU belleve.

Now, it's possible just Ferrls wil|
be chosen. If one other tecam lh
picked, who will it be, the Tarta:
or OU? They bave the same overal]
record (18-8) and have spllt L
head-to-head competitlon.

So it comes down to another un
determined tiebreaker, WSU ha:
the better GLIAC record, but as OU
coach Greg Kampe noted, “The
NCAA (sclectlon committee]
doesn't glve a hoot about ous
league.”

Of more concern to Kampe 14
WSU's tradltion. The Tartars wer
in the tournament Jast year; thei
reputation Is better than OU'sS
which has never enjoyed such suc
cess.

BUT KAMPE is confident thaf
if his team wins its flnal (w
games, they will get a berth — 1§
not In thelr North Central Reglon]
then somewhere else.

"We've gat to win our last twe
games {Irst before we start worry
ing about the politles of it,” sal
Kampe. "But 20 wins usually as
sures it.”

OU necds to beat Michigan Tec!
tonlght and Lake Superlor Stat
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