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consumer mailbag

Radon ‘daughters’
are health worry

Q. What Is radon? Where does it
come from? Is it dangerous?

A. Radon Is a naturally occurring,
radioactive gas found In minute con-
centrations nearly everywhere on
carth, Radon s odorless, colorless,
tasteless and chemically inert.

Radon is formed by the radloac-
tive transformation (decaying) of an
Isotope of radlum-226. This decaying
process begins In the carth's crust
with uranlum-238. Radlum-226 and
radon-222 are In the middle of this
decaylng process.

Uranium-288 decays to Radlum-
226, which becomes Radon-222, etc.

The production of radon remains
constant In the earth's surface.

. AS AN INERT ges, radon perme-
atea through soll and moves along
cracks In the earth or through under-
ground aquifers until it eventually
reaches the surface.

Signiffeant amounts can enter a~.
home and accumulate,

primary Imallh concern.

These “daughters” — polonlum.
218, lead-214, bismuth-214 and polo-
nfjum-214 — are not gases but sollds. *

‘They beecome suspended freely or at- .

tached to dust particles in the alr,

When Inhaled, these particles line
the tung’s alr passages and can re-
sult In damage which may cause
canger,

Natlonwide research Indlcates
that the carth’s geologlcal formation
plays a part in an area's radon lev-
cls. Some areas in Pennsylvanla and
New Jersey report that 85 percent of
gnmcs tested hnvn high levels of ra-

on.

CURRENTLY, ‘THERE, are two
approaches to n:ducinx indoor radon
levels:

1) Prevent radon entry into the
bome all foundation
cracks, floor-wall joints and service
openings, sealing the tops of hollow-
block concrete walls and providlog
heat or i external

8
posslble health hazard, Hndou enters
the house through imperfections in
the basement foundatlon, such as
cracks in the basement walls or
floor, service openlngs includlng
sewer, water, sump pump, hollow-
concrete block walls or wall-floor

jolnts.

Radon remains trapped in the
house, especlally energy-elficlent
homes, because they are deslgned to
keep the lnslde air from escaping.

Radon gas has been Linked to some
cases of lung cancer.

RADON’S “DAUGHTERS” —~ and
not the radon gas itself — are the

State envi

ventllation.

2) Remove radon nnd jts daugh-
ters alrcady in the home, Methods
are currently being studled,

Natlonally, much rescarch I3
belng conducted on radon and its
health effects. In Michigan, a study
is belng consldered to Identify if
there are land arcas that might
cause radon levels to be a health
hazard for Michigan resldents,

The Consumer Mailbag an-
swers your questions. Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, 1025 Shelby, Dc-
troit 48226.

ronment

laws ranked 5th

AP — Michigan's clforis to pro-
tect and preserve Its alr, water and
soll rank among the best in the na-
tion, g to an

sald, “Also, states with high per cap-
ita income are generally able to dl-
rect more funds to environmental

advocacy group.

The Fund {ur Renewable Energy
and the Environment last week
ranked Michigan flfth among the
state governments, At the top were
Wisconstn, Callfornin, New Jerscy
and Connecticut.

Michigan's hazardous waste man-
agement program scored nine out of
a possible 10 polnts. The group noted
the state has Its own “Superfund”
clean-up program, strict regulations
on small generators of hazardous
wastes, community “right to know"

‘The study analyzed and
programs each state has in place to
encourage wise use of its natural re-
sources, but dldn't measure how
good or bad the environmental con-
ditions were in the states.

It focused on cfforts related to air
pallution reduction, soil conserva-
tlon, groundwater protection, haz-
ardous waste management,
waste and and

solld

and a program to col-
lect houschold hazardous wastes,
and offers financial and legal lncen~
tives to reduce hazardous wastes.

The state’s programs related to
alr poilution reduction, groundwater
protection, and solld waste manage-
ment all were rated at cight out of
10 points.

While some parts of Michlgan ex-
ceed d: for

energy and conservation, with Mich.
igan scoring 43 out of a possible 60
!

nts.
‘Top-ranked Wisconsin scored 49,
and Misslssipp! scored last with 14.

“NOT SURPRISINGLY, some
states with the worst problems have
the best programs,” the fund’s report

carbon monoxide, ozone and partleu-
lates, the state does have control
programs for toxlc alr pollutants
and acid rain, has a government-ap-
proved plan for managing solid
waste, offers a comprebensive solid
waste recycling program, and has
groundwater quatlty standards in
place, the group sald.
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WORLD OF SPORTING GOODS
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ENTIRE STOCK OF
DOWNHILL SKIS

ROSSIGNOL * K2 » FISCHER
HEAD  DYNASTAR

% B0 %

reg. and orig. pricos

10°%% 50"

. reg.and orig. prices

40" OFF

ENTIRE STOCK OF
FF SKI BOOTS

NORDICA * SALOMON « RAICHLE

ENTIBE STOCK OF BINDINGS

‘reg. and orlg. prices SAI.OMON * TYROLIA
4 % ALL CAR RACKS, DOWNHILL POLES, =% ENTIRE STOCK OF
GOGGLES, AFTER SKI BOOTS, CROSS-COUNTRY
LUGGAGE AND ACCESSOHIESI uﬂ. nnd arlg. prices

rog. and orlg. prices SKIEQUIPMENT

0/6 ENTIRE STOCK OF
OFF BIB PANTS

55%6

orlg. 69,99 to 89.99

77

orig. 39.99 to 59.99

96 ENTIRE STOCK OF
OFF SKI SWEATERS -

%%
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30%

77

orig, 49.98 to 64.99

°/o ENTIRE STOCK OF
'OFF SKi VESTS

OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF

0/0  OURENTIRE STOCK OF %0
OFF GLOVES AND MITTENS! OFF DUOFOLD & PROFILE
reg.and orig. prices  Sizes for men, women & children. reg. ma orig. prices T-NECKS and UNDERWEAR

Intermediate markdowns may havs bean taken,

* BIRMINGHAM: 13 Milo 7 Southfickd Ras.

= TROY: 268 John A. Road

« SOUTHFIELD; Northtand Shopping Centar

= HARPER WOODS: Eastland Conlor

* STERLING HEIGHTS: Lakosido Ma!l * ANN ARBOR: Briaywood Malt

+ TOLEDO OHIO: Talmadge Plaza * WESTLAND: Wostland Shopping Contor
* SOUTHGATE: Dix Toledo Road

Marchandise limited to otore stock oniy. Al ltems not at uil storss. Sale now through Feb. 25.
W

@ FLINT: Ganoseo Vatioy Mafl

* DEARBORN: Fairlano Town Contor

* NOVI: Twolve Oaks Mall

« LANSING: Lansing Mall




