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Hard work and hustle placed the
Plymouth Canten basketball team
within arm's reach of the Western
Lakes Activitles Association cham-
plonship — but not close enotgh to
take hold of It

Plymouth Snlem snatched the
Western Lakes * Thursday
night with a 59-45 trlnmph anmnl
of o large crowd ot Salem.

It was ap aggravating evenlng
for Canton, The Chiefs
he same grit and mettlo they used
all season 1o offset a serious sire
dlsadvantage. They. ballhawked the
taller Rocks all over the court.
They worked thie ball around the
perimeter hoping to move the Sa-
lem defenders out of position, Let's
face 1t, tho Chiels worked thelr red
and white tails off,

Salem, meanwhile, would ealmly
bring the ball up, Kick It Inslde,

- score, and go back and watch Can-

ton play its tail oft.

‘The Chiefs had to feel as If thoy
were climblng the stalrwell of a
20-story bullding wkile the Rocks
got to use the elevator,

“WE TRY to make teams work
very hard to get the ball feside on
us,” sald Salem coach Bob Brodle.
“We like to make them shoot the
ball from the perlmeter. with a
hand in their face. Canton’s Tyrone
Reeves and Roger Trice are tough
perimeter players. And they like to
take it to the glass, They had to
beat one group, cur guards on the
perimeter, then face another group
of 6-8, 6-7 guys inside. We dld make
them work awfully hard tonight.”

To the Chiefs' eredIt, they did not
die quletly.

“You notlced that the game was

never really over untll the final
few seconds,” Brodie sald. “They

. arc such an explosive team,”

It was Salem's first champion-
ship under Brodie, who took over
for Fred Thomann three years ago,

“The thing I'm happy about Is
this senlor group,” he sald. “Mike
Hale, Bryan Kearls, Rick Taylor
and those guys. 1 fecl 50 good for
them. They worked very bard to
get this far. They ate n lot of crow
last year. This year, they saw the
oppertunity and they took it.”

‘Taylor paced Salem's win with

21 polats. Hzixa added 15 points and

- where it should bave been early on

. distrlet  tournament

basketbail

11 rebounds. Trice led Canton with
12, Reeves added 10, E

THE GAME gat oft w a nlow.
slow start. It was 7-6 Salem after a
qunrlcr. The pace quickened gome

the sccond quarter..Sulem

(orged aslim 26-23 lead at the half.

's power game dellvered

the lethal blow in the first nine

minutes of the second’ half. With

Tn ylor and Hale taking charge, the

Rocks bullt a 10-polnt lead after

three quarters, Taylor and Hale ac.

wunted for 10 of the teamu 16
points tn tho quarter,

The lead: extended to 17 palnts
midway through the final quarter,

The Chlefs' final btrrab ‘was
triggered by Trice, Recvu and
Brad Carey, The Chiefs forded four
turnovers and outscored Salem 11-
4 In a two-minute span’to cut the
lead to 10 with 1:53 to'play. Reeves

scored three polnts and had two
steals, Trice had a steal and a
bucket and Carey sank two consec-
utive long-range jumpers.

Like the Canton effart alt nlght,
though, it went for naught.

“OUR INTENSITY level was not

and Salem was able to score a lot
of easy baskets inside,” snid Canton
coach Tom Nleml, “With thelr
helght, they were able to beat us on
the boards. And we got [nto a situa-
tlon where we had to play catch-up.

“But we didn’t quit. 1 think our
team demonstrated polse, charae-
ter and ability all season long. We
achleved a lot of goals that others
wished they could have."

‘The Chiefs will enter utatc tour-
nament play with a 12-8 record.

“The team will take any loss
hard, as I will," Niemi sald. “But
we wlll regroup. We bave to put
thls behind us and prepare for the
nes scason.”

Salem, 18-2, will host the Class A
beginnlng
March 9. And 1t’s likely that Salem -
and Canton could meet agaln,
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