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Oakiand panel backs road fund principles

By Tim Richard

THE VOTE was 4-3, with the pan.
el’s three Dy

stolt writer

Slowly hut surely, Oaklend County
commissloners are folnlng the pa-
rade to Lansing asking more sources
of road funds.

“This is the year," said Commis-
sloner Ralph Nelsen, R-Rochester
(Hills, “to get elther part of a pack-
age or the whole package through
the state Legislature.”

Nelson Is a member of the trans-
portation commiitee, which carller
endersed the package of state Senate
bills. Monday he persuaded the gen-
eral government committee to en-
dorse i, toe.

The bllls arc sponsored by Sen.
Richard Fessler, R-West Bloomfield,
who chairs the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee.

“1 don't see where a votcr-ap-
proved tax {on fuel) Is going to work
when they don't support school mil-
lages now,” objected Commissioner
Ruel McPherson, D-Hazel Park.

“Idon't see a great deal of support
from my area or the area that is
built up,” 2ald Commissloner Dennls
Aaron, D-Oak Park. “Until I can tell
my people what they're going to get,
I'will have to vote no,"

They were jolned by Ce

‘I don’t see a great deal of support
from my area or the area that is buiit
up. Until I can tell my people what

no.

they’re going to get, I will have to vote
’

— Commissioner Dennis Aaron

D-Oak Park

er Larry Pernick, D-Southfleld.

REPUBLICANS, however, sald
they are getting a Jot of demands to
“do something" about bad roads and
traffic congestlon, partlcularly In
the growing areas around the Qak-
land Technology Park and the west

slde of the county,

“T get a lot of calls,” sald general
government Chalrman Richard
Skarritt, R-Milford, “‘asking, ‘what
are you as a county commissioner
golng to do?' I support it."

“There are concerns in the growth

area as well as concerns for recon-
struction,” sald Commlssioner Jo-
seph Calandro, R-Novl.
“Personally,” sald Nelson, “I'm
not too excited about raisiog the
statewtde cap on the gas tax (now 15
cents) because we're a donor county"

State road cash snarl in Capitol

. AP- The scene unfolding In an
. obscure conference roam on Capltol
Hill in Washington ls making Michl-
gan highway offictals Increasingly
neryous ns March arrives and
warmer weather approaches,

House and Senate negotlators are
. haggling over n massive transporta-
; tion bill that has been bogged down
- for months. They are holding up

»  ‘The urgency of the sltuntion is
. helghtening with the approach of
. -‘spring, which heralds the start of a

.-limlted constructlon season for cold-
weather states.

MICHIGAN Transportatlon Direc-
tor James Pitz has told the state's
congressional delegatlon that no Is-
sue facing the 100th Congress “is of

such urgent importance to so many
people in Michigan” as immediate
passage of the leglslatlon.

“The contlnued safety of all of
Michlgan’s citlzens redies on the rap-
Id passage of this bill,” he added.

Bob Morris, an atde in the state
Transportation Department, warned
Tost week that “for states with short
constructlon seasons, they're going
to start to get nalled. They're going
to start losing time."

Major projects In Michigan
planned for this year include:

® Reconstruction wark on the
John Lodge freeway in Detroit,

@ Completion of Interstate-696 In
0Oakland County.

® Work on [-69 between Flint and
Lansing.

® 196 in western Michigan,

® The long-unfinished Zilwaukee
Bridge (I-75) ncar Saginaw.
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MORRIS SAID the holdup on fod-
cral highway dollars bhasn’t placed
Michigan in as difficult a situation
as some states, because the state has
approved shorl-term bonding to get
some highway projects under way
this spring even if federal doltars
are delayed,

But the hold-up on fedceral dollars
for highway work and mass transit
assistance is particularly frustrating
to state offlciala because Congress Is
bogged down on the same lssucs this
year that produced a stalemate tn
1988.

Highway bills passed both House
and Senate last year, but the two
chambers never settled thetr differ-
ences. Key polnts of contention were
the Scnate's proposal to let states
ralse their speed limits to 85 mph In
some areas and the House's additlon
of dozens of speclal “demonstratlon'
projects popular with folks back
home.

This year, the Housc has passed a
{ive-ycar, $91 biillon bill, and the

Italian

ITER'S jac

Senate, a four-year, $65.4 billion ver-
sion. And the same dlfferences over
speed limilts and proj-

which gets back Jesa than it pays into
the state treasury.

But he urged Oakland officlals to
capitallze on the potltical momen-
tum bulldlng up in urban countes.

THE ROAD Commlssion alrcady
has proposed a package of taxes and

fees that would ralse $740 mlitlon a -

year over 10 years.

That Is the amount local officlals
have sald Is needed to make roads
able to handle the high technology

m.

‘The package endorsed by the two
Board of Commissioners panels sup-
ports the princlples contalned in the
Road Commisslon package but with-
out using speclfle numbers,

THE PRINCIPLES they endorsed
are:

o “Allow counties, clties, villages
and townships to recelve matching
funds from the state for transporta-
tion

and townships to impose impact
fees.” These arc would be paid by
developers of commercial and indus-
trial projects. They would pay for
widenlngs, resurfaclngs, turn lanes
and other lmprovements necessitat-
cd by new workers and shoppers.

@ Allow counties to levy & voter
approved countywide gas tax to be
distributed to the county, cltles, vil-
lages ond townships within that
county.” Each penny per gallon
would yield an estimated $6 million.

® Ask the state to pay for Lrunk-
lines “necessary to meet Oakland
County needs.”

WHILE THE resolutlon doesn't
mention speclflc trunkilnes, Fessler
has three (n mind which he intends to
write into the “bollerplate” of this
year’s highway bitl.

They are 1) Haggerty Road from
the end of I-275 in Farmington Hllls
to M-59; 2) the Mliford Road corri-
dor from 1-96 freeway to M-59; and

y
local develpment” — a principle
taitored for Oakland.

® “Allow countles, citles, villages

3)a from M-53% in the cen-
ter of the county to I.75 In the north,
somewhere between Haggerty and
Mllford roads.

ects have emerged.

HOUSE PUBLIC Works and
Transportation Committee Chair-
man James Howard, D-N.J., told fel-
low negotlators the speed Nmit pro-
vislon threatens the entire bill, and
“I'want to have it dropped.”

;Mondowbrod!
Rochester: . "
. " Downtewn Bitminghai
0 N. Wopdward Ave, * .
Downtow

ket $36

Continontal flair and pollsh.
_ Orlginally destgned for
) N the trattoria—yet

nonotheless the
perfect summer
blazor. Handeome
on both men *
and women,
T KRadi, white,

y al
%7 origny it
Y gegt ™ L

bl fleel E
d et
U o] s

TRAVEL G SAFARI CLOTHING C¥

Blrmingham: 203 Plerce 5t.« Twelve O4ke (Open Bunday) « Grossa Peinla: 18822 Kercheval Ava
Tl 830 2576777 for 2 Fres Catatogo tion

» & Inforzatio

BONWIT
TELLER

Nobody sharpens

upeaso llke
Lloyd Willlams

loan, crisp sltipos—
[: navy and whito. Soft,

oasy drapo in rayon
batiste, Ono plays agalnst
tho othor perfoctly. The
blousan tog with buttonod
shoulder and bandod
walst, 78,00 Over sok
ploat skirt, 69.00 Both 410
14 sizoa In Bottor
Sportswoar, Mala Lovel,
Somarsot Mall

mT’

SONVERSETAALL, TROY. CALL (312638700

AVON PLAYERS

PRESENTS

“THE DRAMA NUTS”

By Tom Topor
PERFORMANCE DATES:

March 6,7 & 8
March 13 & 14

AVON PLAYERS PLAYHOUSE
1185 Washington Rd.
Rochester Hills
Tickets are *6.00 Call 739-4660

This play contains dialogue & subjoct matter that may be
offansive to some viewers...discretion Is advised.

it’s a family affair

For information dial:
313/DKC-SHOW « 313/352-7469
Tickets: Childron {under 12} .......

Sonlor Cilizons . . . $3.00 » Adults . .
Family Pass (2 adults 3 children). . .

\

The Detroit
Kennel Club

DOG
SHOW
Sunday, March 8

Cobo Hall
(Halls A, B&C)

294 Bast Rrown Street
Open Monday thra Satarday 1010 6, Thursday until 9

chudiks

OF BIRMINGHAAM
* 61741300




