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Harrlson students and teachers defend school

By Casay Hins
stalf writor

Comments (ram a West Bloom-
fleld Township
Harrison E!l;h is academically infe
tior to Nonh Farmington High
caused soveral Harrison teachers,
cmmsdbn and students to respond

1'he1r comments came during a
school board study gesslon In which
the Farmington ‘Publlc Schools
boundary/facility atudy cotmuluce
gave a prellminary report, proj
ing a shift of some North Fannlngv
{on studeats to Harrison.

The response was prompted by
comments from parent and local

real estate executive Larry Harwin,
who sald Harrison's achlevement
level is “20 percent below” North
Farmington’s.

Harwin and his wlfe, Maxine, have
an eighth grader at Warner Middie
School who would attend Harcison
under the proposed boundary
changes,

Part of the report discussed possl-
ble boun changes for stodents
ltving east of Orchard Lake Road in
parts of Farmington Hills and West
Bloomfleld Township this fal),

Those lving in the arca now at-
tend North Farmington High School;
they would attend Harrison under
the preliminary proposal.

)

Trustees

boundary change

Continued from Pago 1

Jack Cotton said he would like to
sec an optlon for either high school
given to the 17 students affected this
year. “It's already April — nobody
llkes a surprise,” he sald.

“I.agree with Mr. Cotton for the
17, Susan Rennels sald. “Then we
can institute a p change for

review

“WE'RE NOT just responding out
of wounded pride,” sald David Levin
a Harrison student who noted that
Harrison bas lost and Nerth Farm-
lnxtun gained students during the
t few years, “The less students
yon have, the less for

“When you talk about educatlon,
you seo quality in all the schools,”
:2: nlli l"'gl;ounlll w:rk together ns a

m. y where you put your
coat In the locker?”

Another Harrison student, Mark

sald th

AP (advaoced placemr.n!) classes. As
enroliment drops, opportunity drops,

“It's logical — shilting the bound-
arles for equilibrivm.”

Joyce Kaplag, a Harrison teacher
for 17 years and an nrea resident for
25 years, assured parents their chll-
dren would meive a solid education
at elther school.

“I know for some reason the North
parents have o strong feeling .
and thiok North is better,” she said.
“Both arc splendld zchools.”

“Harrison is an unusual school”
because it's “broad range” of stu-

T e
issue at North has to be resolved.
“There's obviously a big pmblem
with overcrowding at North,” he
sald, “It strikes me that the board's
concern is not Just with North stu-
dents, but all the students,
“Unfortunately, [riendsh;
bo split, but something
done. In the long run, it wlil help out
the area a lot more.”

LEVIN CALLED the parents’ feel-
Ings about Nerth Farmington “prop-
aganda” and sald he understood
younger students being concerned

will

denumuux entire easternsideof  after henring it.

the district, she added. “We have “I'm really disappointed adults in
children from iy dlsad- e {all for the same gar-
vantaged homes to children {rom bage,” he added,
balf-million-dollar homes.”

BOARD TRUSTEE Janice Hol-

nick sald Harwin and other parents
were viewing only onc side when

looking at the two schools. ‘“There's
all kinds of statistics to support all
schools,” she sald, “Harrison was the
first to have AP (advanced place-
ment) classes,”

Mile roads) in Farmlngton Hills and

the southern half of Section 35 (north.

of 14 Mile, between Orchard Lak-
cand Middlebelt roads) In' West
Bloomfield Township, where resi-
dents  attend Farmington Public
Schools.

Students already attending North

atudents new In the seventh grade.”"

The lssue has been studled over
the past several months In an effort
to “equalize educational oppcnunl
tles” for the district’s three hl)
schools, according to committee
chalrman and as:lsunt superintend-
ent Lynn Nutter.

“It s the only proposal we have,
quite frankly, If we didn't do It —
that would be an alternative.”

Nutter said the chabge was being
proposed because the current situa-
tion Is “dlsadvantaglng some of the
staf? and students at North,"

Reportedly there are 12 teachers
at North who are moblle — moving
from room to room because of space
problems, Nutter told the board, In
addition, classrooms are used six
bours per day, some teschers have
oo classroom conference time, and
class size I« affected,

PARENTS AIRED thelr com-
plaints, which ranged from concern
about academic quality at Harrison
(sce related story) to projected en-
rollment decllnes at North Farming-
ton — something they felt made any

ge unnecessary,
“North Farmington is a much
mare desirable school in the publie’s
eye,” sald Larry Harwin, a West
Bloomtield Townsblp parent and lo-
cal real estate executive. Ho pre-
sented the board with a written let-
ter protesting the change, He ques-
tiooed' why the district allowed
students from other areas to attend
Noﬂh Farmmmon voluntarily.
ther parent asked the commit-
tee U they had considered children
attending private schools — who
might attend Farmington publle
high schools — in- thelr numbers.
They had not, Notter said. .
Yet another said he had lived in
the area for only two wecks and had
bought his house “based on North
Fanmlngton High School, We're hap-
py to know the other school s ni
too, but we would ltke & choice.”

0018, when over

years school boundaries bave
changed. “Thesa schools close and
things change and, that's life,” she
sald.

The commitiee’s proposal would
affect students in an area ded
Orchard lake and Middlebelt
roads and 13 Mile and 14 MUe roads
In Farmington Hiils, It also includes
the northwest corner of Section 11
(southeast of Orchard Lake and 13

Program
debuts

— ot who have stblings
attendipg North -- could continue
attending school® there, under the
proposal,

1 Wnair
SCOMPANY

Levin said many Warner students
lnce the problem of golng to a ditfer-
ent 00l than thelr middle
school {riends,

“It's happened to a lot of kids at

Warner,” be sald. “One of the most .

positive experiences, looking back at
high school, Is meeting now people.”
Harrison counselor Jill Turley
asked parents to view the high
schools a3 cne unlt because of the
many shared programs and the
many students who are bused to the
other schools for specific classes.
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HOURS: 10 AM.-1AM

counting trom  Michi
gan State Unlversity
and experionce In cor-
porate and Individual

" Jumpmg—.lacks.

EXCOMPLETE INCOME TAXE

Averill 13 a.full time, year-round
profassional tax service now n Its
37th year, In our private offices,
your raturn will be handled by an
experlenced tax preparer in a
personal,
competent manner.
We wulcnmn your phcno call
Iog

348-3349 833 0
28074 Novl Rd,
(at Grand Rivan)
Mon..Thurm.,

confldential and

our sarvices

1
20201 Grand Aiver
{(near Beoch Daly)
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: HIGHLAND
PIPING

Michigan Scottish
Pipes & Drums’

Individus! or Gedup Piping
For all occasions

642-2754

Catch that spec:a/ smile
at this special Kmart nce

2 - 8x10s
3-5x7s

15 wallets
NOW ONLY

(Reg. § rd.vé)

" plus 95¢ sitting fee

| ONE WEEK-ONLY! |

Advertised package poses our selection, Onls

$1sitting fee for each |-

additionol subject in some pomcur Not valid with any other offer. :
One odvertised package per subject, or 3!‘:} up posed fogether. We
welcome children of oll oges, odults and groups. ~

Portraits In Time For Easter Giving
Tues.; March 24 Thru Sat., March 28

of

Daily: 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
+ GARDEN CITY + LIVONIA

« PLYMOUTH: SHELLDON & FORD *» WESTLAND

{Not Avaliabld et Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth)

THE PORTRAIT PLACE
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‘0’ Boy!

DRESS OR CASUAL

Bulit Tough
Looks Great
Expe ly Fit

GALS"

CAMP SHIRTS

Assorted brile stripes & pattams. Poly /
cottont blend. Sizes S-L. After Ad 12.

1 POCKET TEE

This season's hottest item in on
assoriment of pastel colors. Sizes S-L.
AfterAd 12.9

CASUAL PANTS

By Brittonia ®, V-yoke or frousar
em aa‘nlqtvolon Sizes 3-13.

Choosa 5-packet or 2ip nnldosMo
in 100% cofton stongwashed
donim. Reg. 39.99

\

*WESTLAND MALL
« NEXT TO MEIJER IN ROYAL OAK

14.99

‘GUESS® JEAN
31.99

_Sageb

CASUAL

SLAC

CAMP SHIRTS
Oversized styl nsohdx and stripes o

oardinata wi hin, (ﬂrdvgunl I ‘ 99
Pn!y/:unon hlnnd Ruq .99 L ]
CARDIGAN

Coordinating sheeting in turquoise,
md,yal!aworhluu Poly/conqnn I 5 99
9 [ ]

9.99 :

Ourentire SllxkofVinccnlo Nm“
Twill, shesling & chombra; 4
Poly/cotton blonds. Rog. 19 99 16 99 REG. PRICE E

ERAMAELRZECTILANEASE § 40 220

25%

colors.

EXTTOME}ER ON/f~
T CANTON

o
+FORD RO
-PARDEE o EUREKA N TAVL OF

KNIT SHIRTS .

Classic stylo short sleeve in thany
solid colors. Poly/cotion ble
Sizes S-XL Rog. 6,89-9.9!

SOCCER SH

By Lovi‘s®. Choose from,

BOYS" |
4.99-

6.99
RTS
i 7,99

sh————-.._.

. Prim ood Sunday, March 22
thry Su rday, March 28, 1087
Visa® & Master Card® wolcoms
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