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Petition
Right to Life officials gather signatures

the flgures,” state Rep. Maxine Ber-
sald recently.

Right to Life of Mickigan says sig-
natures came In at the rate of 2,700
a day during the flrst month of its
antl-abortion petitlon drive.

But a procholee spokeswoman
doubts that's true.

“Everyone lles when' they release

man,
“I've done it. I've never heard any-
one tell the truth. Generally, you in.
flate (the number of signatures ac-
quired) early and deflate late” to
spur backers' efforts,

Right to Life of Mickigan Presl-
dent Barbara Listing sald the num-
bers she released were accurate:

Citizen-assist calls

rise’'in Far

Continued from Page 1

“The department saw an increase
In child sexual abuse cases reported
aver what had been experienced in
recent years,” the report said.

INCREASES WERE also reflect-
ed In aggravated assault statistics,
which showed an increase from efght
reports In 1985 to 14 reports in 1586,
In 12 cascs, some type of weapon
was used,

Mayor William Hartsock
appeared disheartened with the In-
creased assault incldents in the city,
as the city counell peviewed the re-

ort at & recent meeting. “It's cer.
tainly discouraglng to see any type
of criminal Increase,” ho sald.

Citlzen lnvolvement and aware-
ness, Including Nelghborhood Watch
programs, afded in lowering bur-
glary incldents 5 percent for residen-
tlal and 29 percent for commerclal,

There was a § percent decrease in
value of property stolen In the city,
although the average loss increased
from $1,139 to $1,289, according to
the report. “Jewelry and preclous
metals continued to be a popular tar-
get,"the report sald.

AUTO ACCESSORIES and parts
stolen Increased 56 percent In 1986,
from 41 to 64 incidents, while other

mington

81,197 petitlon signatures gathered
from Feb, & through March 6. That
doesn't Include signatures Right to
Life staffers bave crossed off petl-
tions because they appeared lnvalid.
“Wo're please¢ with It Listlng
said."

The state's largest anli-abortion
organization'Is trying to end state-
paid abortlens for poor women,

In Februory, the organization
opened a battle station In Farming-
ton Hllls at 27380 Orchard

Volunteers in the new office are °

does not address,

quired signatures, the petition effort
could cut the governor cut of the de-
cision-
atives automatically become law
with a simple majority vote of the
Legistature. It lawmakers fall to ap-
prove the Initiative within 40 days, it
lmm!d £o on the November 1988 bal-
ot.

spent on the petition elfort. The

1f Right to Life gathera the re-

g process because {altl-
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SO FAR, about §70,000 has been
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charged with spearheading the petl- drive is expected to cost another
tion drive in southeastern Michigan.  $30,00 0, Listing said.
IF THE petition drive nets 191,726 Pro-cholce forces have been work-

valld slgnatures within a 180-day pe-
ried, the state Leglslnture would be

larcenles, h re-
portedly declined. OF property stolen
in 1986, the publlc safety depart-
ment reported that 72 percent, or
$526,073, was recovered.

A total of 1,148 lesser offenses, In-
cluding vandalism, threats, public
nulsances and drug violatlons, were
reported In Farmington in 1986, In-
creases were reported In all of these
arcas and the report sald it is “the
highest number of such offenses re-
ported/detected  annually at any
polnt during the lnst 10-year period.”

Most of the calls handled by the
department Involved non-criminal
matters, A total of 6,671 requests for
asslstance were answered during
1986, compared with 6,487 such calls
the previous year.

Calls to ossist the public have
risen 27 percent during the past 10
years, according to the report. In
1977, the clty reported 4,559 such
calls,

Qverall, the number of public
safety respanses, both erimlnal and
non-criminal, rose from 6,006 in
1977 t0 8,354 today,

|
!

given a veto-proof way to end Medlc-
ald abortions, The southeastern
Michigan cifort is expected to pro-
vide 161,000 of the total signatures
needed, Listing said,

Right to Life has been advised by
the Michigan Secretary of State’s

Ing on a counter strategy but remain
tight-lipped about thelr plans, saying
only that It will involve the efforts of
a wide coalition of organizations,

expec
!;tccecd in its petition-gathering mis-
slon, )

s'lguillcant portion of .the petitlon

Berman sald pro-cholce activists
¢t the antl-aberilon camp to

She also agreed with Listing that a

office that a 25 percent buffer should
be use of

4
Invalid signatures. “Thus, our real
Boal must be about 255,000 petition
signatures,” Listing added,

The Inltiative drive is the newest
twist in the organization's continuing
struggle to halt the state spending
tax dollars on poor womens' abor-
tlons, In the past, antl-abortion ac.

tivists have tried to ban Medlcald |

abortion funding from the state
budget.

But each of the 16 past attempts -

to ban Medicald abortien funding
has becn stymied by vetoes {rom
Gov. James Blanchard and his
predecessor, Gov. Willlam Milliken,
The vetoes Involved Medlcald mon-

who don't share Right to Life's phl.
losophy but would like a chance to
seltle the issue in the voting booth.

this report.

may come from people
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Maybe you've been put-
ing it off. Maybe you don't
a dentise. Mayhe you
chink it will be too

expensive. Whatever the
reasan, don't put it off any

ave you seen
dentist lately?

the closest participating

dentist. Make an appoint-

ment and he'll give you a

complete dental check up,
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The American Dental nece:

langer, The introduction of
the American Dental
Council takes away any
exeuses for nor seeing a

o Have your tecth cle:
o Complete dental check
o As many xerays
as necessary
« Written treatment plan

$2500

ZUNeYour Dental Insurin

Coundil is a new service teeth cleaned and receive a
provided by dentists in written estimate for any
private practice who have  further treatment you may
joined together to supply need ... and you get all this
quality dental care. They  for only $25.
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