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Housmg needs genuine

HE IMAGE is unshakable,

*  Mentlon Farmington Hills
and subdivisions of highly
priced homes quickly come to

o

mind.

., Desplte thia perception, not evcryone
whn calls Farmington Hills home can
atford keeping thelr house in good re-
palr,

“The reasdns vary — layoff, illness,
fire, fixed income, divorce. No matter.
Other more pressing needs — food,
2lbthing, medical bills — always seem
to gobble up available cash.
~-So no one should be surprised there's
a pentup demand for federally fi-
nanced home repair dollars in Farm-
ington Hills, particularly the south end.

The city ‘hasn't recelved its 1967-88
Qommunity Development Block Grant
01,272,000 — 15 percent less than last
year — but there’s already a waiting
list for the $115000 carmarked for
housing improvements.

~THESE PRECIOUS .improvement
dollars benefit eligible seniors, single
roothers and familles through loans,
deferred loans and grants. Despite the
yigaries of funding the past five years,
Farmington Hills' Housing Rehabllita-
tion Loan Board hasn’t abandoned its
missfon. About $450,000 has been loaned
to 153 horneowners for periods of three
1615 years.

-.“The city plans to sweeten the '87-88
Tehding pot with $36,000 in loan repay-

- vients. With o lending pot of $151,000

nbxt year, 30 homeowners — at $5,000 a
pop — stand to improve their houses,
the same number as this year. Make no

istake about it: not
only brighten the mﬂrketablllly of Indi~

vidual houses, but nlsa the dtywide .

housing pleture.
i#'The remalnder of next year’s block
#rant — $118,000 — has been targeted
for south-end drainage problems along
gravel roads slated to be paved
pYoblems seemingly ignored in the
crush to develop the tax-rich north end.
Combining special assessment-fi-
nanced road paving and block grant-
Jinded drainage improvements makes
Jmth more affordable to south enders,
'c_uy offlclals say.

TﬂE CITY pays for drainage im-
mrovcmcuts designated in the master

Bob
Skiar

storm drain plan, It doesn't pay for lo-
cal drainage lmprovements unless
there's o bealth or safety hazard,

Still, a groundswell of public support
just might convince city leaders:to
budget for selected non-emergency lo-
cal drainage Improvements.

As for recycling repayments to the
lending pot, that practice may be well-
intentioned. But George Roberts, the
felsty loan board spokesman, makes a
strong pitch for channeling some to a
reserve fund as a hedge against delin-
quent loans, housing emergencies, cost
overruns and the elimination of block

grants, . .

Meanwhile, Farmington Hills — with
an operating budget of $19.5 milllon —
stands a good chance of finding dollars
no longer committed because of a dis-
continued program or overbudgeting.
The housing rekab program should have
first crack at nny uncommitted green-
backs.

STRANGELY, THE hmmlng rehab
program — designed to benefit lower-
to moderate-income folks — i3 expect-
ed to be self sufficient. The city pro-
vides no administrative money even
though it takes in money through build-
Ing and inspection fees generated by re-
palr work.

Next year’s administrative costs will
be $39,000. It seems fairer to divide that
cost — the city paying ‘half, the pro-

-am- paying- kalf. The upshot: adding
820 000 to the lending pot to help anoth-
er four homeowners.

At his swearing in, Mayor Ben Marks
made a big splash about making this the
year of enhancing the quality of life in
Farmington Hills.

What better way to begin than by ac-
knowledging that Farmington Hills in-
deed has peighborhoods where fixing
leaky roofs and frayed wiring are more
pressing than adding a redwood deck or
a sun room.

Meaningful targets
of Unicorn Hunters

= .
==ON THE BULLETIN board at the
seftice where I work is a poster of words
25nd phrases banished by the Unlcorn
:Etmlen, serlous-minded ‘people who
»fXe ever alert for spoken and written
siords that should hrlng fmwm to those
'ﬂhu speak Epglish.
»=The chief Unicorn Hlmter is William
:mzbe who doubles as college relations
Sflirector at Lake Superior State college
= Sault Ste. Marle.
2% The targets of the Hunters are often
:mnny, although it is uncomfortable to
2find & phrase you have often butchered
orse, to study an example because
glsn‘t clear why iteo uﬂronu the hunt.

E&"ﬁmt atrocities do they llnd? They
with such burzwords as “mean-
vl,7 “input” and “scepario.” If you
umglne the scenario in which these
Awords have meaningful input, then Uni.
& have 1o reason to priori-
ke your parameters, at this particular
int In time.
It wamn't just that they were
s¥erused,” Rabe says of these words in
e March 30 ixsue of Insight, a maga-
:Simu' 2 Du?:mwth:ynheyhad to
“It was come
“oean notbing, If ind eed thay had ever

"m«nntnnythlng
== “They were stuff that was bdnx ro-

ted simply becausa people werd too
fo: lx'z'vgu Aphnm that meunt

bud, 1t Jeads'to something worse,” sald
-Rabe, who says he has seen a morti-
clan's work described as “the nnal nep
in the health care dellvery

(“Healtk care delivery” fs on this
year’g list of banished words. It sounds,
says one. Unicorn Hunter, as though
health care is delivered w your door-
step in the way milk no Tonger is)

Rabe's me of the

Sorah Power

WE NO DOUBT never will really
know.

But we are compelled to ask.

Why?

The answer is not Likely to be found in
circumstances surrounding her prema-
ture death, but rather in an examination
of her life.

It was characteristic of her that Sar-
ah Power could subordinate her own
need for recognition to the goals for
which she made personal and’ profes-
sional commitments.

She belleved in involvement. For her
this Involvement led to suppdrt for in-
ternational understanding in key func.
tions at the United Nations and the
State Department and later through her
work at the University of Michigan.

Her strength and influence were ex-
ercised through her ability to analyze
issues and formulate strategies, exem-
plified by her push for increased oppor-
tunities in all phases of employment at
the university.

HER STYLE dictated that she not
dominate gatherings and partles she
hosted. These were occaslons in which
her guests were glven the apportunlty
to explore new in whom

p role on the

sential comment, the necessary phrase
to open one personality to another.

Her charm, wit and Intelligeace for-
ever seemed devoted not just to her
family, but for those causes which her
blography reveals she never abandoned.

But she could be necessarily blunt,
penetrating.

“We're still second class citizens,”
she told a group of fem!nists in 1981.
“We've come a long way, but we still
have an enormously long way to go, and
now we're at an impasse.”

She p , bullding
and underslaudlng

She was not flamboyant. But she was
not shy. She was incredibly strong of
will and of heart.

She understood that if great things
were to be achleved, they had to be con-.
structed with strong bonds, clear prin.
ciples, integrity and hard work.

HER WORK as a regent at the Uni.
versity of Michigan reflected her work
ethic and her principles,

Examining her most recent concerns
finds she was strlving to the

y of Michigan Board of Regonts but she espe-
cially enjoyed the students. She'a p!clurnd here talking to students at tho Ann Arbor campun during her cam-
palgn for the U-M board In Auguet 1874,

A life devoted to others

worked tirelessly over her 12-year ten.

ure to avold such occurrences, That it
‘bappened at all had to be a disappoint- }'
‘ment to her. That it was resolved quick- ;|

1y has to be a statement to her quiet and
effective way of uslng her enormous in-
fluence.

It was characteristic of her that after
stressful resolution of the minority stu-
dent controversy she should accompany
a harrled ident Harold Shapiro
across campus o his car. She would tell
her husband, Phillp, later of her elation
in watching students approach the pres-
ident and congratulate him on the uni-
versity’s handling of the matter.

If Sarah Power's life reflects a state-
ment, it cuuld well be that great things

university’s i

d by ‘those who build

soclal credentials, which were

were embodied dmerent ideas, differ-
ent perspectives.
She created vnrinh]e seating ar-

meet one another. She provided the es-

as a result of allegatlons of

rncj.sm and grievances of minority stu- -

‘den
She worked hard to resolve the situa-
'l‘hose who knew her also know she

rangements to assure guests would tion.

and
being jsmatic a!yle Is beot sulted for their use,

t by those whose char-

John Reddy is vice president of ed-
itorial operations for the Suburban
Communications Corp., the parent
company

of the Observer & Eccen- |
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Important issues go wanting
as governor narrows focus

WI-ERE'SJAMIE?
Gov. James J. Blanchard advertl

any such tax increase. Not even a word
of benign encour no,

he “has shovel, will travel” to nny ip.

dustrial groundbreaking there is, Hap-

pily, he has made economic diversifica.

tion the top priority of his administra.

tion, followed closely by more bucks for
nd att

CIA’s “health alleration committee,”

which was a nlftytarmlorannmmln

team, 'Other hunters of malmed lan-

gnage note that: '.he nuclear power in-
“‘energet]

bly" 80 the less pleasant “explosion"

could be avolded.

IT um worse, In 1975, according to

the Insight article, Yasser Arafat of the

Palestine Liberation Organization re.

portedly sald, “We do not want to de-

any people. It is precisely beca
been’

lon to toxic wastes.
The list ends there. On other major is-
sues, & goyernor who won 69 percent of
ﬁ;:l :lole in his re-election bid Iz hardly
visible, ..

' EVEN REPUBLICANS are looking
to him forjleadership. Take the problem
of roads, particularly in these suburbs,
which'bave seen the bulk of Michigan's
reindustrialization.

After weeks of work, meetlngs and
negnuntlo,us, Sen. Rlchard Fessler, R-

field, has almost thrown up

stroy
we have
that we have shed so much blood.”

That comment i3 s0 Orwellian that It
won the annual' Doubl Award,
sponsored by that Nnt!ona! Councit of
'l'e:lchﬂs English, .

n 1 : 1

unding profound.
“Ifywdontnlp bad ln.nxuageln the

the English
Rabe? Hardly. The dans . hnhoprey(arumvﬁmwhowhhw
that becomes coexist

.with the spoken ‘and written
wordun!‘:llndhappeamrmm,nm,

ogue.
Do ‘yod know wheré I'm comlng‘
from? 1 ‘

hu lumu in despalr and produced a
packnge of bmu that will yleld the state
road fund a bare $59 million more.
When ybu figure that the transporta-,
tion fund I8 almost a $1 billion item,
Fessler's bills — ‘even if — will
produce ‘only 6 percent more for the
kitty. N
. Clearly,jt will take an lncmase in the
gasoline tax, which produces $40 mil-
lion per iy per g
the k.Lnd of megabucks our battered
roads necd. But Blanchard says no to

allon, to generate .

TAKE STATE funding of courts, an
idea this writer considers foollsh but
which many officials consider neces-

sary.

gom'.hy Comstock Riley and G. Men-
nen Williams, the current and past chief
justices of the state Supreme Court, en-
dorse’ it. Both parties are looklng to
Blanchard for teadership.

“It will take executive leadership,”
said Senate Judiclary chalrman Rudy
Nichols, R-Waterford.

"She'll have to get “with the governor
and (budget director) Bob Naftaly,” sald
House Judiciary chairman Perry Bul-
lard, D-Ann Arbor. .

Ne m Bl

Iro
Nothing in his budget for it. This was
the year It could have been done,

Price tags for full state f of
courts range from $150 milllon to $225
million. It so happens the state could
get a $170 million windfall because of
federal tax reform. .

State income tax revenue will rise
about that much because of the new
federal definition of taxable income
That windfall could pay the court tab.

s Nope, says the govut-;or. Instead, he

by advocating lowering the income tax

) Tim
@249 - Richard
rate from 4. eperc;:nt.m'd 4.

Take the SEMTA reorganization and
funding issue, where Blanthard has
stood back and let cthers grapple with
the problems. .

ALTHOUGH VERY close In political
ideclogy to his moderate Republican
predecessor, Willlam . G. Milliken,
Btlalncbnrd has been entlrely different in
style,

Milliken was audible on a host of is-
sues, including all of the, above plus
school tax reform and pmcrvauon of
older downtowns. Blanchard's style has
been to concentrate on i norlhree,and
Els year he’s down to, onel-- Job re-

alning.
1 for one wish Blnndurd would heed
the words of another  ex

winning big: “The

umphs achleved In the ‘past is' of use
chlefly it it spurs us to fresh effort in
the present.” — Teddy Roosevelt.




