things to different people. What some-
one may conslder ‘heroic’ may, to me,
be routine. I work with life-support
machines cvery day. Exactly where do
heroic measures take up and leave
off?"

FRinally, Skonieczny said there is no
legal definition of a living will in the
state of Michigan. While other utates
may have attempted to recognize such
concepts on paper, In practice the leg-
islation offers few guidelines.

In the same vein, when does "pns
sive” euthenasin cross over into "ac-
tive” euthanasia? How would a termi.
nally ill person stipulate that they do
not wish to follow or continue a pre-
scribed course of treatment without
appearing to be actively pursuing theu'
own death? -

Often, the phyaicnl atate of the pa-
tient has deteriorated to a point whcrc
their mental pet. in
further complicating the issue.

In the case of Elizabeth Bouvier, the
Seattle woman suffering from cerebral
palsy who sought to force the hospital
where she was n patient to discontinue
feeding her, the court ruled against her

ccau?e she stated that “she wanted
to die."

Explained Skonieczmy, “She coutd

ctively not want to be fed, but she
‘could not verbalize ‘I want to die.” As”
‘s00n aa she said that, the courts had to .
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The “living will” has
become a popular
conceptin recent
years. It is & statemont
whereby an Individual
spacifies that “no
extraordinary
moasures” are fo be
taken to keep them
alive In case of an
accident or iliness.
Unfortunately, they -
have often proven fo
be difficult to carry out.

tion of n'nédjcal resourcea for a growing

fulé against her. Society
that suicide is legally. and morally
fwrong.”

IN THIS MATTER, Skonicczny
could speak from personal experience.
He found himself in the position of de-
clding whether or not to resuscitate
his dying father. He also counseled his
87-year-old grandmother, who was dy-
ing of cancer, with her decision to dis-
continue chemotherapy and be dis-
charged from the hospital.

‘We had to make sure that it came
acrosa that she wanted to go home, pe-
riod, not that she wanted to go home
and dle. Otherwise, the hospital had
the right to keep her there and mdu-
ue treating her.””

Another sensitive area is the alloca-

While dis such as llpox, po-
lio and tuberculosis have diminshed
greatly, mare people are suffering from
long-term, debilitating ilinesses that
require increasing amounts of medical
care. Couple that with a population
that is living longer and the inereasing
high cost of the latest medical technol-
ogy, and the problem scems over
whelming. , .

ORGAN TRANSPLANTS cost o
proximately $100,000_to $200,000. Nd-
ther that fee nor insurance covers the
cost of special rejection-fighting drugs
an organ transplant patient must take
every day for the rest of their life,
These drugs can coat $20,000 a year.

We do specialty sympath y
designs and can serve you
seven days a week’

 OCHAEFER
PLORIST

GREENHOUSE, INC.

6825 Rochester Rd.
TROY» 879-0288
(betwieen Square Lake & South B\d )

Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 96 + 5. 9-5

VASU RODGERS & CONNELL

Funeral D:m'hm

* Pre-funera! & Financlal Planning

« Cremation Service

» Natlonal & Internationat Shipments

« Air Hearse Service

* Individual & Group Counseling

* Serving All Faiths

* Asslstance with Veterans & Soclal Security
Benefits

Louls Rodgers §49-0500
Paul S, Connell 4375 N. Woodward
4 Blocks South of 14 Mile Rd.

P T




