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a' countlng for taste

{ D. Gustlbus

'Roman Tavern

has tasty dishes

 Your traveling taster visits
area eateries and rates themon a
100-point scale. Up to 30 points
are awarded for ambiance, which
includes general atmosphere and
service; 55 M"uh;r{cm and 15

1 S
alue rating. A total count of 59
points or less indicates ¢ restau-
* rant i¢ not recommended, 60-74
points signify from pusmo to
good, 75-89 points designate very
with some extraordinary
Seatures, and $0.100 points show
that a very special dining experi-
ence uwalu vou.

THE HOMAN TAVERN, 50" W.
'rlmkm, Rochuu: (652«900“), o~
vides n ed setting in

t Itzlnn me&L The
rzuumt. with its subdued lighting,
i3 decorated to give a lavern-lke
feeling. The decor Is very sparse, but
the overall effect is one of warmth,
There are booths and tables with
clean tablecloths, and most of lhe
diners are casually dreaséd,
table was ready when we n.rrlved
and dinner took an hour and 40 min”
utes. General Af — 18
palnu maximum. Polnts awurded -

Wc have been disappolnted 8o of-
ten by service that it was a special
treat to find a ynuug, very helpful
staff that Included hi, ty wal-
tresalng and outstanding bussing, We
meived promopt, caring service, luo-

cluding extra soup plates, knives md
many other attentlons. Our only crit-
iclam was that occasionally the bus.
men were a little too fast, clearing
some plates before one even fin-
lshed, It was very nlce to find an am-
ple number of well-trained people
who did thelr best to provide good,
efficlent and pleasing service. Ser-
vice — 15 polnts maximnm. Points
awarded — 14,

3

The bread was unusually fresh and
was served with buiter that was
lightly flavored with garlic. This ex-
tra touch seems simple, but few res-
taurants do it this well. The meal in-

was vary good. The pasta was espe-
ly tasty, aithoogh the broth wasa
blt uny “The salad, while very fresh,
was uninspired and consisted prima-
rily of lettuce with a few slices of
cucumber and some cabbage and
carrot shavings. The house vinegar-

prepared “al deate,” and the d.lsh
had a full, rich flavor. The porti
was quite large, with lots of lcn!ood.
‘The ravioll uurinara ($13.05) was
another speclal, it contalned
shrimp, lobster nnd scallops with
bomemade splnach pasta md a
white seafood sauce. On first

this combination — with its hearty
seafood flayor and excellent pasta
— seemed the best of the entrees.
However, the dish proved a bit heavy
and somewhat too salty by the cod,
Entree, Vegetable and Garnlshes

30 poln?.l maximum. Poluts awnrded

“A” for effort, but only *B" for ex-
ecutlion In the dessert category. The
cagnoll ($2.95) was qulte unusual in
that It was chocolate filled, Unfor-
tunately, the sheil was rather soggy,
which detracted from a rather good
flavor. The Kahlua Bavarian creme
cake, with cookle crust, looked su-
perb It was very light, but the taste
was too delicate, A bit more flavor
would have made this much better.
Dessert — 10 polots maximum,
Polnts awarded — 7.

The meal, with tip, was aboul $50
- per couple. While this is a little more
expensive than the average casual
.Italian restaurant, the meal was not
overpriced. There was ample food
and excellent service so that this
seemed to be a good value. Price/
Value -~ 15 points maximum,. Polnts
awarded — 13,

A COUNTING FOR TASTE — 100
polnts maximum, Total polnts
awarded: 83. The Roman Tavern Is
worth a try in Rochester. You'll feel
welcomed and enjoy attentlve ser.
vice and a good meal,

D. Gustibus welcomes your re-
actions, comments and sugges-
tions of favorite restaurants in
the Observer & Eccentric arca.
Write to D..Gustibus, in care of
the Observer & Eccentric, Enter-
tainment Department, P.0, Box

8503, Birmingham 48012,
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. “viegoers have been treated Lo two

appealing . previews' of Tri-Stars
coming attraction, “Blind” Dato,”
Basinger and

th(h!g " Strangely enough, the
motion plcture omits the footago so

- widely previewed.

The attraction hos arrived and, af-

ter lots of langhter, T've got some. '

second thoughts about . Blake Ed-
wards and his sense of comedy.

In a comle framework . “Blind
Date” summons up.all the'fear and
tremb]

o

1f Walter bad blown his p

because hie was tired from working
all night. But we're never sure If he
fumblés tha ball or makes the shot,

as tho sequence just dritbles softly’ -

Into the next scene. Somehow Gor-.
don’ sk got -his come-uppance..
But the comic patential is destroyed,
Mr, Gruen looks foolish.and the situ-
ationis

WALTER FINALLY IS forced to
rely on hls brotber, Ted (PRil Hart-
mm) for a blind date. Ted is shick,

but stersotyped, uscd-car mlum:m |

ling that people
whea confronted with a new aod un-
known' socizl sitcation. Embarrass-
ment Is the prime reaction that dis.
th partners on a blind date.
"wm 1 Jook foolizh ith this per-
3001" “Will I be above or below

myzel! appearing In public with this
person?”  “Will 1.embarrass
myself?” “Will my blind date em-

barrass me?”

That last quudnn is cularly
Important in thls “Bl Dats” be-
cause Walter Davis (Willls) desper-
ately needs a date for an extmm:ly
important business dinser.

Walter is a bard-working
analyst for a major investment firm
whose -chalrman, Harry Gruen
(George Coe), has just landed a ma-
Jor account with a leanmmdns!.ri~
allst, Mr.

portlollo”

< who oven
brother. Unlorlunutcly, Tndo
cterization ‘is simple-minded

and lacks the dapth and sophistica.
tion needed fo ralse the film above
its well-done, but' mundane, slop-
stick, :

Tedl wife, Susie (Stephante Fara-
. ¢y), has a friend, Nadia Gates {(Kim
Bas!nger), who has just"returned to

town and needs & date. Desplte dis-
trusting his brother, Walter agrees,
and picks op the lbvc!y Nudla who,
he is warned, should not be allowed
‘toconsume alcohol,

Overwhelmed by her beauty, Wal-
ter Ignores that warning and, for no
apparent reasdan, in a major example
cl m.inlnl motivation, takes Nadla

g studio where he used
tc phy financia} analyst. They drink

(Sal
for whomllhh alt impurunt dinner
being hel

WALTER I8 un.wu:tulul in find-
ing a last-minute date. That's quite
1o be expected aince ha apends most
of his nights working on financial
analyses, His friendly rival and co-
worker, Deany Gordon (Mark Blum),
has po such problem. He's quits the
operator with women and dresses so
much better than Walter that Mr.
Gruen seems to prefer Danny, even
though bis work I.sn’t up to muﬂ.

‘This Ia hut one prcbl!m Ed-
wards’ comle. structure in “Blind
Date.” At a number of juoctures, the
events are far too predictable, hck
apparent ' motivation, are
pletely worked out and just don‘t
have the subtle and wpblal.lcaled hue
mor that we've come to expect from
Edwards — and from any accom-
plished director,

In this particular scene the well-
dressed Gordon glves Mr, Gruen a
casual excuse for not being prepared
for a major staf! meeting concern-
ing the new Japenese client. On the
other hand, carelessly costumed,
workaholic Walter Is berated for his
clnum after making his presenta-

Now, it mlght bave been hnmormu

while listenlng 1 noted
gultar nyun Stanloy Jordan's (bim-

sclf) recording sesslon. They should
have been rushing off to the compa-
ny dinney.

The champagne scts mayhem In
motion. Lacking inhibitions when her
alcohol allergy in operative, Nadia
insults everyone at the dinner,
wblcb. of wum. Teads to Walter los-

Tha Jap:
trayed as uopleasant and il
Since no humor flows

from such a characterization, there

Bruce Viillls ls Waltor Davio, who has a disasterous | mening
with beautiful Nadin Gates, plsyed by Kim Basinger, In Blake
Edwurdn‘ comedy “Blind Date.”

In splte of all these complaints, Scquences, 5o a “Blind Dau:" wap't
there are some nrelty funny bea totally embarrassing cvmlnz,
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CALL US & RELAX

Monday-Friday 10-5

is no point. Anyone familiar with the
Orien):owll! readily tho In-
consistency.

ONE MORE MAJOR-example of
faulted structure, and then I'll let
you go see for yoursel! bocause there
is enough engaging sl.npaﬁck to
make {t worthwhile,

Nadla's ex-boy friend, Davld Bed-
ford (John Larroquette), Is a psycho- g
pathic attorney with nulty parcots, [
Judge and Mrs. Harold Bedford (Wil-
liam Daniels and Atice Hirson), His
manlacal destructiveness turns §

mildly oeurotic from time to time. g
It'a OK for kim to have a mild face ]
for his parents but {t doesn't work
when the character we see shifts a0
dmmuul!y.

Twice a week s belter @ Twice a week is better E}?f :
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and-oll dresslng was
Drinks were strong. Before the En-
tree ~—- 15 polnts maximum. Polnts
awarded — 12

The pollo cacclatore ($11.50) had a
good blend of tastes. The chicken
was eomplnmented. but not over-

by the fresh vegetables,

Even r.he accompanying green beans
were tasty and not overcooked. The
ulopylno (sls 95), a speclal of the
ening, offered a wide variety of

, served over spaghettl noo-

dles. The noodles were fresh and

table talk
Wine authority

Madeline Triffon, sommelier at
the London Chop House in Detroit,

P

from 10 states who participated in
the flrst U.S.-based advanced certifi-
cate course and master sommelier
exam recently.

Triffon ‘my one of five candidates

chance at the diploma this October
in London.
Triffon began her wine career
. with Westin Hotels in Detrolt, work-
1ng a3 sommelelr at the Detroft Wes-
tin's La Fontaino restaurant from
1978 untll 1985 when she jolned the
London Chop House .

_Salad scene

A dozen salads are available at the
Salad Scene, one of the Restaurants

. o Mainstreet at Tel-Twelve Mail In
" Southfleld. The salads, all prepared
fresh dllly,Gluclnde homemlda pas-

' lm.un. blus cheese, French, thou-
sand um:e speclal Greek and sweet

- pop

e -

Crunise Networl

“Luxury Cruises at affordable prices!’
. Presentation on
Howard America/Westours
Alaska Cruises & Tours

. &

Canadian Rockies Tours
Thursday, April 2, 1987
7:00 P.M.
Birmingham Community House
380 Bates, Blrmingham
Films, Refreshments, Door Prizes
Reservations Required .

334-6600

Wlldhfe Art Festival

Michigan

Catherlne McClung of Dexter, Michigan will be our featured artist ar the 1987 festival.
Rer original painting “Mornin; Splvndcr will be publjshed as out thizd timited editlon
show print...sold at the 1987 festival,

APRIL 3-5, 1987

SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER SOUTHFIELD MICHIGAN

& llmited editlon prints, carvin,
naglonally renowned artists ani

Admisslon charge:
$3.00 dall;

$4.00 weekend pass
$2.00 childien undcr 12

Come to Michlgan's most exciting and complete Wildlife Art Show & Sale... - displaylng over 1000 orlginal
s, nature photography, bronzes and wildlife art gifts...all on sale. Mcet
cnjoy a weekend of special events, including a silent auction and decoy
palnting contest which concludes Sunday at 2 p.m.

Show hours: Workshop Schedule Fee —

Thursday, Aptil 2 “Preview= Sponsors Only $2 per sesslon

Friday, April 3 . 11 amto 10 pm Friday Saturday

Saturday, Apell 4 9 am o 9 pm 1:30 Arbrush 1:30 \Satercolors
Sunday, April 5 . 16 am 10 6 pm 3:30 DecoyCarving 3:30 Decoy Carving

©:30 Photography  £:30 Photography
i

For Information call 517-882-3630 or 313-350-1243
Michigan wildlife Habitat Foundation




