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.. . Tour historic ‘sites,” scenic ‘sights’

Continued from Page 4

At one time it would have been possible
to walk across the river on the logs. This
river connected the immense stands of
pine along the upper rlver valley and the
sawmills of the city, and became the prin-
cipal means of transport for these pine
logs because they floated so high In the
water. Hardwoods, oak, maple and beech
did not float well and this rlver was little
used for their transport.

The swans of the river and lake are not
natives. They began with a pair called
Pericles and Aspasia that were brought
from England in the 1920's and released on
Lake Charlevolx where they began to
multiply, Some of these majestic birds
migrated to the Traverse area during the
1940's because of the many nesting sites
avallable — and because the waters of the
river did not freeze during the winter
{These birds are year-round residents).

Perhaps the major motivating influence
In the migration of these swans was the
‘‘free food’" avallable from the “handouts”
of both residents and tourists. The appetite
of these birds appears insatiable and they
mﬂl continue to eat as long as one feeds

em.

Caution: While these swans are beauti.
ful, they are also unpredictable and can
cause severe injury with thelr powerful
wings. Do not leave children unattended or
allow pets to run loose around these birds,

Drive back to Sonth Afrport Road and
turn right. Go to the firat stoplight (Cass
Road — mile 4.1} and tura right. Drive to
the next traffic light (14th St, — Mile 5.4)
and turn left.

Drive to Division Ave, (Third Traffic
Light — Mile 6.0). Continue stralght ahead
on Silver Lake road to the first road to
your right (Mile 6,3) and turn North on
Elmwood.

(6.6) The Traverse City Reglonal Psy-
chiatric Hospital is on your left. It for-
merly was called “The Traverse City State
Hospital,” but originally it was referred to
simply as “The Asylum.” Construction
began in the early 1880's and the first
patients arrived In 1885, At one time it
housed more than 3,000 patients but, as
new methods of treating mental illness
were developed, today there are fewer
than 150. The lands around this facility lle
fallow but at one time were farmed by the
patients as a form of therapy and as a food
source for the hospital.

As you arrive at the first stop slgn (11th
St.), the old city hospltal is on your right
(southeast corner of the intersection).

You may wish to park your car and walk
among the 100 different varietles of trees
that have been planted on the grounds. The

exploring northwest Michigan,
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old white brick bulldings have turrcted
construction, barred windows and fenced
porches. The bricks were produced at a
local brickyard on Grand Traverse Bay;
the turrets were bullt to provide ventila-
tion for the bulldings; and the bars and
fences in effect “caged” the patlents dur-

ing the early years of this institution’s

operation. At the next stop sign (Seventh
Street) the new city hospital was relocated
to your left,

(7.3) As you travel north on Elmwood,
you are following the flyway of the pass-
enger pigeon during the 1800's. It was
along this street that the “meat hunters”
of the 1870’s shot, netted and clubbed these
birds and shipped them to Chicago where
they were in great demand. This street
was also the approximate route of the old
narrow-gauge rallroad that brought the
bricks from the brickyard to the north to
the hospital constuction site.

Today this street runs through a section
of older homes that are well malntained
and cared for.

Crosa Front Street (be carefu! of trafMc
— 1his {5 not a four-way stop) and proceed
to the stop sign at Randolph where you will
turn right,

(7.7) Sleder's Tavern was opened for
business in 1882 and, except for the dress
of the patrons and the brands of refresh-
ments secved, little has changed. The oak
tables and ice cream parlor chairs, the bar
and the floor are all originals. There is a
“new” 1BH French nickelodeon and a

‘newer" 1841 juke box that plays 78 RPM
records (sorry; no rock and roll}. During
the days lumber was King, the men who
worked the woods and the mills would stop
in for refreshments and rest their calked
boots on the brass foot rail (these boots
would quickly destroy a wooden rait), But
there are some things missing from the
early days — only one of the original 21
spitoons remains.

Proceed to Divislon St, and turn right.
Drive to the traffic light (Front Street)
and turn left and drive to Wadsworth,
(Mile 8.2). Turn right on Wadsworth.

The old building on the left as you turned
was the old S.B. & A. Chocolate Factory; a
popular brand of candy during the early
part of this century. The three stories once
extended to Front Street but the bullding
was constructed over vast piles of sawdust
and, when the south portion of the building
began to sink, the upper levels were re-
moved. It was here; along the river a little
south of Front Street, that the first sawmill
in Traverse City was bullt. It was in 1847
that a small “muley mill" was constructed
on the small stream that today flows
through a pipe under Wadsworth St. It was
a small water-powered mill that used a
vertlcal blade that reciprocated up and
down. It was later replaced with steam-
powered mills using circular saws.

{8.5) The large home on your right, now
the Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home, is
the former home of Perry Hannah; the
man most responsible for the growth and

development of Traverse City. It is built
upon six-foot granite blocks and the walls
are 13 inches thick. There are 40-plus
rooms, each panecled with a different
wood; 10 fireplaces with eight different
types of woods used for the mantels; a
curved stairway with a Romeo and Juliet
balcony; and Tiffany-lined glass windows
and ornamentation. The ballroom on the
third floor was never finished.

At the end of 6th Street, at Union Street,

. another train station was located across

Unlon Street on top of the hill. This made
Traverse City a three-railroad town at the
turn of the century.

{8.7) Turn right on Union

Union Street during this time was a
strect of sawdust that had been compacted
by horse-drawn vehicles until it was as
smooth as concrete, and was one of the
princlpal streets of the growing city. This
street led south to the circus grounds,
where the circus, -2 popular form of en-
tertainment at the time, was held. The
stores along this street remain much as
they were at the turn of the century, and
this section is still referred to as “0ld
Town",

Turn left at the flrst stop light (8th
Street) and go one block to the Light at
Cass Street and turn left agaln,

(9.0) As you approach the bridge, note
the buildings to your right and left. On
your right is the old railroad freight house
that has been remodeled into a restaurant/
nightclub — and on your left is the old
Traverse City Iron Works that will be
remodeled into retail and ofifce.spaces.
The Iron Works began producing ma-
chinery for the sawmills, but later began
producing “frost-free’ fire hydrants that
were shipped throughout the United States.
As you cross the river, the old dam where
a three-story grist mill once stood, is on
your left. At the corner of Cass and State
stands the old city hall that has been
remodeled into law offices, and in the next
block, to your left and just before the
alley, is the old fire station — and on your
right is the Milliken department store that
dates back to 1873

(9.3} The Milliken store was begun by
the grandfather of William Milliken;
Michigan's governor during the 1970's.

This ends a brief tour of Traverse City
during its early years. You may wish to
park and explore the downtown area on
foot or take the tunnel under the Grand-
view Parkway to visit the museum and zoo
and see more of this city's history — or
you may visit the Traverse City Arca
Chamber of Commerce (across the street
from the muscum tunne! entrance) for
information on Traverse City’s current
activities.



