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Is Violence Halloween’s :_ _ obi? |

What's happening to Hallow-
een? °

Is it getting away from the
traditional idea of tiny goblins
and witches with trick-or-treat
bags and moving toward an
increasing violence that could
end in tragedy?

That's the thought put for-
ward by a Redford Township
teacher who made a detailed
study of the American holiday
for her. master's thesis at
Wayne State University.

Actually, Mrs. Shirley Heo-
ry, mother of lwo daughters
and now an English teacher at
Northern High School in De-
troit, found in her study that’
the festival of witches and

ghosts is becoming more
sharply divided into two dis-
tinet'parts.

Se .

THERE'S THE EVENING
of Oct. 31, which, she said, is
still largely regarded as a time
for little Kids to go out and get
goodies.

The threat of violence
touches this night for “the un-
forbidding boy o girl,” her
paper points out, In the fact
that - “some homeowners are
handing out cand,

be called Doorbell Night. And
the trend, the paper adds,
seems to be to begin Devil's
night tricks a week or so
early.
T e e
““HALLOWEEN is chang-
ing,” Mrs. Henry concludes,
“from a traditional night of
relatively - harmless childhood
fun and revelry to a period of
several nights when childhood
and adolescent behaviors are
often threatening to adults and

“Haloween is changing
because our society
is changing.” -
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mately a
might result.

shooting

MRS. HENRY, in preparing
research on the fifth and sixth
graders, asked them -among

ndy
and apples with harmful mate-
rials in them.""
But, she says, there is also
Devil's Night, Oct. 30, which,
perhaps significantly, uséd to

[m. m. memos]|

Whatever Halloween may be as mentioned else-
where on this page, in our house it’s been a time of

hoss-trading.

The costumes are always fun. Even Mother is
getting a bit interested this year at the prospect of
sending ouy a replica of herself and a Frito Bandito.

The

s love the trick-or-treating, and we're all

glad we live in a neighborhood where there-are just
the right number of houses for just the right assort-

ment of edibles.

But the high point of the evéning has come when
everyone gets home: from. the evening’s™ travels.
Then our living room starts looking like :a variety

store.

Everything is spread out and counted.
*‘How come you have six bags of corn candy when
1 just have four?” someone wonders. “Why don’t
you give me one for a licorice stick?”
“You don’t like licorice anyway,” is the answer.
“ want three Tootsie rolls.” .
“‘Make it two Tootsie rolls and I'll throw in the

licorice stick.”

“0.K., but you've got to 'swap me a sucker for a

package of gum, too.”

Then the dealing starts with me.

“T've only had six things to eat. Little ones. Can
1 have two more before bed?”

“How about one more?” I try.

Of course, this is a picture of Hall

even b

“Not only does a young per-
son see this peridd as a time
for ‘getting even’ and venting
his frustrations on adults
whom he distikes, but as a
time when-his destructive ten-
dancles will be condoned by
adults,

“The reactions to this li-
cense are varied, and often
become puzzling and irritating
to- adults, particularly -when
they see these same youngs-
ters out begging on Halloween
night, observing this children’s
holiday in the traditional, fun-
filled, non-threatening man-
ner.”

MRS. HENRY'S research
included detailed question-
naires distributed to fifth and
sixth grade classes in the
Roosevelt School in Redford
Township, two taped in-depth
interviews of 10 boys and girls
from the area near her home
and between the ages of 14 and
18, and discussions with police
officers including Redford
Township Chief Edwin Gleza.

She said Chief Gleza had told
‘her that in recent years the
number of complaints about
destruction of property had
increased, and added:

“He told me that ‘we are
being warned by citizens that
unless these activities stop,
they are going to take matters
into their own hands.’

‘The chief told her, Mrs.
Henry stated in the paper, that
last year officers “‘disarmed

past.

We're down to two traders now, and one of them is
thinking a bit of turning her efforts to UNICEF.

Probably next year.

Yes, Halloween is indeed changing.

Margaret Miller

six who were ei-
ther in their homes or on
porches with -loaded guns,

other if they did

~Lnlnge>"nn Devil's Night that
they wouldn't do at other

times. Many said they did.

Her results Indicated, how-
ever, that this age group gen-
erally preferred the revelry of
Halloween. Some comments
were “I think kids are ruiniog
Halloween for themselves by
going out on Devil’s Night,"
and “Devil’s Night is mean,
Halloween is fun.”” - -

Regarding Devil's Night,
Mrs. Henry noted a “straw in
the wind" from one of the
teens she interviewed.

This boy, she said, noted
that he had seen *‘parents with
small children, around five or
six, out on Devil's night.”

“The children would go to
the door, ring the bell, and run
while the parent walked on,”
the paper added. Mrs. Henry
said this .was mentioned by
only one person interviewed,
but thought that if it marks a

-trend ‘‘the sociological impli-

cations. seem rather stagger-
ing.”

. e e

MRS, HENRY considers her
research with the .teens
through -the taped ' interview
system more valid than the
part done by questionnaire
with the younger children. ¢

“Talking is better becaise
you learn to recognize tones of
voice and expressions and
cateh nuances yow'd miss in
written questions,” she ex-
plained.

She selected the youths h-o}n
the same generall

beg-
ging to be in the domain of
younger kids and Devil’s Night
the time for teens.
Specifically, her conclusions
noted:

“They are more often boys
than girls who travel in groups
and have a tendency to show
off for each other while play-
ing pranks.

*There seems to be a-hier-
archy of pranks ranging from
doorbell ringing to destructive
window breaking.

“Many youngsters feel this
Devil's Night period is a time
when ‘they can get even with

- people they do not fike. Gener-

ally bad-tempered homeown-
ers and those who will give
chase are more apt to be the

targets.

“The - pranksters want at-
tention and enjoy being
chased but not being cavght.”

..

MRS. HENRY also said
there was evidence that drugs
may be used by some pranks-
ters, but found no clear pattern
as to how this might affect
general behavior.

She noted too that people
who hand out harmful “treats™
seemed to be considered by
those she interviewed as
“being mentally ill,” with *‘re-
venge against pranksters pos-
sibly a prime motive for this

“ kind of sick behavier.”

Concluding, Mrs. Henry

@
B

ted:
“It would appear to me that
‘Halloween is changing because

-our society is changing.

I can only report, not inter-
pret, what I have seen and

“heard. If this data which I

have compiled-can be of use to
dnyone in the sciences and
humanities who wishes to con-

ready to shoot at

Chief Gleza, questioned by
THE OBSERVER, said he is
indeed concernéd that uiti-

and noted thelr backgrounds in
her paper. Her conclusions
here Indicated that thls group

Get It In Writing, Advises

Get it in writing, says Dr.
Haim Ginott, and as a parent
you're on the way to solving
many baffling confrontations
with your children. '

In his lecture that opened
the Livonia Town Hall Wednes-
day, the famed child psycholo-

. gist and writer mentioned sev-
eral situations in which the pen.
is mightier ‘than the’ tongue-
lashing.

For instance, when brothers
and sisters quartel:

*Tell them both you want to
hear all about it-in writing,”
he told one of the biggest Town
Hall audiences ir recent years.

" f they continge their aceu-
sations against each other,
suggest they put that in the
report too. Tell them to eluci-
date, clarify al] points, make
personal recommendations.

“Of course, this is optional.
But if they do it, they learn to
write reports., Il they don't,
they disappear, and you're out
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By MARGARET MILLER THE WRITTEN word also * *‘She called ine a cheater.”  thirst for knowledge. T knew | =] OLL-END CLEARANCE .
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plaining ~ *“Thank you for call-
ing it to my attention ~ I'll
write it down,” or for the teen
who objects to homework -
“Why don't you write your

teacher a letter and explain -

how overworked you are.”

And parents can write notes
of appreclatlon too, he sald.

“You can leave your child a
note saying you noticed how
gentle'he was when he walked
the dog,” he explained,
“though it may be the first
time in weeks he's walked the
dog atall.”"

-

‘THE AUTHOR of “Between
Parent and Child” and “Be-
tween Parent and Teen-Ager”
also had a recipe for handling
squabbling. siblings too young
to take pen in hand. -

“Repeat each complaint
verbatim,"” he said. '‘Like
this:

* ‘Mother, Debbie hit me.”

called her a cheater.’

“ ‘Well, she dld cheat.'

“ ‘Wendy, Debble says you
' did cheat.””

After a while, Dr. Ginott
said, they get so disgusted
they decide to talk to each
other, and mother is.out of the
middle again. -

)

THE SPEAKER told the
women who nearly filled the
Terrace Theater and jammed
350-strong into the Mayflower
Meeting House for a celebrity
luncheon that he gave up
teaching in Israel early‘in his
career ““because I couldn't dis-
cover any connection between
what I was teaching and what
the children were learning.”

He said his principal sug-
gested he go back to school.

“And after 1 went_to New
York Teachers' College, I real-
Ized it was hopeless,” he
-added. “‘At college, they
wanted us to ‘believe children

life miserable, They suc-
ceeded.”

So, he related, he became a
child psychologist, and attrib-
uted success in that field to the
fact that he talks with children
in-a manner different from
that of other adults they en-
counter.

“ e

“WHEN I TALK to a child,”
he said, ‘1 don't treat himas a
friend. T expect an enemy be-
cause he's a child. The inter-
esling thing about parent-child
relationships is that we are
their friends and they don’t
know it, and they are our
enemies and we don't know it.

“Why do you think children”

and, grandparents get along so
well? They bave a common
enemy."

Dr. Ginott said that “just as
royal children are treated as
royalty from the very start, in
a democracy children should

treated as human beings

sider the of these
new and rather unsettling as-
pects of a heretofore carefree
children's Foliday. I shall be
satisfied that 1 have done
more than merely report on a
changing tradition.”
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HARMLESS PRANK or destructive behavior? {Obseiver photo by Vince Wi- .
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ST. CLAIR

“ ‘Wendy, Debble says you
b

it her.’ - came to school with a terrifie

be
right from the start.”
P

HE HAD SEVERAL specific

of the middle.” "
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that is that he may start be-
tieving _his* parent instead of
his feelings."”

®Don't criticize. “'For 2 » . . -
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enough and the child will eat
the Kind offered.”

Finally, Dr. Ginott recom-
mended that parents can al-
ways change their methods
and become more understand-

NO MONEY DOWN! TAKE UP TO 36 MONTHS 10 PAY!
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ing.

“Stop in the middle of an
unnecessary list of eriti-
cisms," he said.

“Start over with what you
wanted to say. It’s never too
late to become.more human,
more understanding, to get
wiser.” ’

. *
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- BETWEEN PARENT AND PSYCHOLOGIST — Mrs. Sue'La’ndes of the Li-
vonia Town Hall committee has Dr. Haim Ginott sign a program for her teen son
George duririg a chat at the calabrity luncheon. (Observer photo by Vince Witek}




