David Litogot teaches elemen-
tary school history in the Farm-
ington Public Schools. He is a
member of the Farmington His.
torical Society.

By David Litogot
spoclal writer

1899 to provide direct current for
the Interurban. In fact, its nine
steam furbines produced enough
power to even light some buslnesses
in town — glving Farmington its
first taste of electricity, The building
also contained a walting room, a
s office and a maln head-

Living In the Detroit area, one
cannot help hearing about speed lim-
Its, trafflc jams and people movers.
Farmington once hud a “people
mover" of sorts — a streetcar sys.
tem,

This trolley system was a2 major
factor in making Farmington part of
the Detrolt metropolltan area be-
tween 1900 and 1930. It provided a
means for workers to reach their
Jobs, students to attend schools, busi-
nessmen to send their merchandise
and fun-seekers to search out the-
aters and restaurants.

Since Farmington never had a
regular railroad, the electric in-
terurban was the way in which peo-
ple from this area could reach Ponti-
ac. Detrolt, Northville and beyond.

The network of tracks entered
Farmington from the north along
Orchard Lake Road, from the south
along Farmington Road and from
the southeast with tracks following
Grand River. The track Intersection
at Orchard Lake and Grand River
was called Farmington Junctlon.

Here was a passenger stop and a
freight shed. Nearby was the Power
fause, which provided the electrici-
. for the system. Some le
called this large brick bullding the

Ol¢ Winery,” but it was built in
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YMCA
highlights

These YMCA hiphlights appear
courtesy of the Farmington
YMCA, 28100 Farmington Road,
Farmington Hills. For informa-
tion, calt 553-4020.

@ REGISTRATION BEGINS

The Farmington Area  YMCA
opens registration on April 13 for all
spring classes. Activities for all ages
are offered from swimming to dog
obedlence. View our brochure and
{ind the clags just right for you,

s
® SWIM WEEK

Learn basic safety and water
skills prior to diving into summer
fun, Learn to swim with a five day
crash course, All 6-to-12-year-olds

quarters for the system.

Across the street, where the
Farmington Plaza i3 today, stood the
car barn and the repair shop. Up to
50 cars could be stored there for the
night,

NEARBY, STOOD a restaurant
called the Plg and Whistle (later the
Blue Moon Inn), whose owner was so
stubborn to sell that Orchard Lake
Road had to curve around hls prop-
erty to reach Grand River,

Going north and.south along Ore-
hard Lake, a passenger could board
or get off every mile or half mile.

The Grand River line took one into
Detrolt or west to downtown Farm-
Ington. Near Farmington Road the
tracks took a route through what Is
today the parking lot of the Farm-
ington Shopplng Center to get to

footprin Is
in history

eliminated that sharp curve, Near
this corner, there was another pas-
senger stop and a frelght loadlng
dock

Frelght was usually hauled at
night on special cars. Such items as
lumber, coal, oll, cement, lime, plas-
ter and milk in 85-pound cans were
shipped to Detrolt and other sur-
roundlng villages that were connect.
cd to the system.

The system came to Farmington
in 1900, Before this, Detroit had a
streetcar service for almost 40 years
-~ first using horses te pull the cars
on wooden tracks, then utilizing elec-
tricity delivered to each car by
means of an overhead wire and a
stlcklike cable held agalnst the wire
by a pulley. Once In & while, the pul-
ley would come off the wire and the

Road. At
Road, the tracks headed south to
Eight Mile Road and then west to
Northville.
Originally, the tracks looped at
the corner of Farmington Road and
Grand River, but the later shortcut

would have to climb up
and reconnect the clreuit.

The Detrolt and Northwestern
Rallway laid down Farmington's
{irst tracks. The DNR was sold to the
Detroit United Railway in May 1901
and our streetcar service was called

much as 40 percent!

o problem with Auto-Owners,

How do you get premium home-
owner’s insurance at a discount?
No problem.

Auto-Owaers Homeowner Pollcy dlscounts do Just that, There are a number of
premium discounts you might quallfy for, and they could reduce your costs by s

Get broad homeowners coverage, from a reputadle source—at the price you wanl.
Just a3k your “no problem’ Auto-Owners ngent abaut bomeowner's discounts, It's

Auto-Quners Inserancs
The'No Boblem fhople-
Frank Hand

Insurance Agency

20793 Farmington Rd.
Farmington s 478.1177

who are begianer swil will be
presented water safety and basic
swimming skills, The annual learn-
to-swim campaign has been sct for
April 20-24 at different times of the
day to sult indlvidual needs. A mint-
mal fee Is charged. Adult lessons are
also available, See our brochure for
ull detalls. :

® FIRST AID

. First ald for the Cabbage Patch
-doll, a course that is almed to teach
-children basic flrst ald. This fun
course has been set from § a.m. to
2:30 p.ra. April 25. This course will
teach second through sixth graders
how to control bleeding, polson con-
trol, water safety, uslng the phone,
Heimlich maneuver and more. If you
don't have a cabbage patch doll, any
,""I“ will do. Please bring a bathing
“suit, .

® APRIL ADVENTURE

April 20-24, flest through sixth
graders find constructlve activities
‘at the YMCA. Games, crafts, swim-
ming and a field trip. Call now and
Joln'in our spring vacation fun,

® T-BALL

. T-ball is a fast action game simi-

lar to bascball, The ball Is placed on

a tee to Insure that each child has

the opportunity to hit the ball. The

ball is made of a sock type cover and
soft to prevent injuries.

As with all YMCA youlh sports,
the child comes first. Coaches will
‘work with players to keep winning In,
Ats proper perspective. All players
-will play at least half of every game.
“The only thing warming the bench
‘durlng “Y" T-ball is the sun,

Registration for spring T-ball be-
gins April 10 and runs through April
‘15. Children In kindergarten and
Mirst grade comprise one lcague
‘while second and third graders make
-up the other league. Fees for YMCA
members are $18 and $28 for Pro-
ﬁr;lm Members. Registration is llm-

@ FITNESS VACATION

¢ Women's fitness vacation spon-
1sored DLy Detroit Metropolitan
*¥MCA on June 14 to 19 aL Camp Ohi-
tyesa (near Milford). Actlvities in-
.clude exerclse programs, swimming,
:tennis, nutritious meal, fun and fel-
,lowship. Cost i3 $199 for mcmtécrrl
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DIANE NEVORSKTHighly skilled in manicuring, solar
nails, pedicuring, body waxing, facials & color

INTRODUCTORY MANICURE

SPE & PEDICURE
THRU APRIL - NEW CLIENTS ONLY

WE CARRY TRUCCO, NEXXUS, REDKIN, FOCUS, SEBASTIAN, PAUL MITCHELL

WEST OAKS SHOPPING CENTER 348-3544

$22
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ALL NEW BOOKS

START YOUR BARBEQUE SEASON TODAY!
CHARCOAL
$SQP97

Vo <o)

WEST OAKS SHOPPING CENTER

BEA “GOODEGG"AND FILL SOMEONE'S
BASKET WITH READING BARGAINS FROM

THE BOOK’S CONNECTION

TRU BURN

20 LB. BAG

e SM;i:;/”k(e“

BEST SELLER HARD COVERS
%.0

+and $235 for program

+Shirley Eyler (director), 642-8031 or

-'¥MCA Camping Scrvlces, 962-1590.
Enrollment Is limited so call now.

computer centers

15% OFF
{ BOOK
65-75% OFF| [35-75% OFF| 40% OFF
WEST OAKS SHOPPING CENTER 348-BOOK
SPRING SALE
CONTINUOUS FORM
COMPUTER PAPER95 DOUBLE SIDED
e DISKETTES

WEST OAKS SHOPPING CENTER
348-8841

514" s

10 PER BOX
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“either the DUR or the Interurban

(some people mistakenly call it the
Detroit Urban Raliway).

BY 1910, the DUR was so popular
that it was the major means of
transportation to other communities
for 20 years, One could hop a trolley
at 5:25 a.m. in Farmington and be in
Detroit an hour later. Another car
left at 7 a.m. and cars left hourly
until 11 p.m. There was a timetable
posted at all passenger stops and in
the Enterprise, (Time was listed In
Central Time. Michigan dldn't go to
Eastern Stzndard Time until the
1840s),

In open areas, the cars could reach
speeds of 60 miles per hour. There
were smoklng and nonsmoking sec-
tions divided by a partition — some-
times just a curtain. Women, of
course, were not allowed to be in the
smoking sectfon,
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FROM A
WOMAN'S
POINT OF

VIEW
We offer special
wropping & hondling
of pour valuable
possessions.
TALK TO
HELEN IVORY AT
642-4511
21930 HOOVER
WARREN, MI 48089

Thurcday, Aprit 9, 1987 Q&L ID
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Some cars had toilets that emptied
out onto the tracks — but only whlle
it was in the country.

There were special funeral cars
that went to the Green Lawn Ceme-
tery on Telegraph and Grand River.
They were painted black and cacried
the casket In the front. Another car
was equlpped with a snow plow
mounted on the front that made hugh
snow drifts alongside the tracks af-
ter a heavy snow.

Each of the early cars had two
workers — a motorman, who drove
the ear, and a conductor, who was in
charge of the car, The motorman
would blow the loud horn at each in-
tersection and ring the bell when in
the clty.

treetcar helped give people mobility

The fare was 2 cents a mile until |
1924, Then it was almost doubled |
when financial problems began to!
affect the DUR.

Next month: The decline of the
DUR.

Sources: The Farmington Rail-:
road in 1900. Marilyn Gaul; The
Orchard Lake Division of the DEAi
troit United Railway. Raymond '}
Radway; The Detroit Street Ral‘l-l
ways Vol. 1, II. Schramm, Henn-
ing, Dworman; Farmington, A
Pictorial History. Lee S. Peel;and |

Ruth R. Moehlman.

PHOENIX-IVORY 30005 Orchard Lake Rd. 3310 N, Woodward Ave.  ENTREES START
MOVING & STORAGE CO. Fargingeon Hills Royal ATS$4.35

s SUPERSTEAK"™ '
=Golden Fried Gulf Shrimp}
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"GUARANTY FEDERAL PRESENTS

A FIRST-RATE RATE.

Il you're looking for a good investment, let

us show you a few points

been missing at
of inferest—

Guoranty Federal, all our customers rate

farger banks. Because a!

percentage points, that is. Guaranty
Federal's 1- ond 3-yeor CD's

special treaiment.

have the A+ rates that make Guqranfg:ederal only. Effective annual yield
good sense (and more impor-  Savings Bank % Dbased on quarterly compouna-
tantly, dollars) for your invest- /eBEE "Q. Substantial penatty for
ment portiolio. Plus you'll get e\ /2SN corly withdrawol.
the aftentive service you've 374-3300
We outnice the other banks.
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