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After cancer

Survivors cope with problems
posed by peers, the community

By Loraine McClish
staff weiter

EAN PURDY SPEAKS elec-
tronically. She can’t hear her-
self, but she hnows she sounds
like a robot.

She wears turtlencek sweaters or
scarves to cover the hole in her neck
after surgery that removed her lar-
ynx and left her without a voice box.

Eating takes a little longer than it
did before the cancer took hold, and
fnod tastes are bland, Flowers don't
smell as sweet. She is never without
her hand-held communicator, some-
times hanging from ler neck, some-
times wrapped around her wrist.

When her larynx was removed,
her trachea, or windpipe, was divert-
ed to the opening in her neck to cre-
ate a new air passage to the lungs.
She is breathing through that hole in
her neck now. It is not casy to get
used to coughing and sneezing
through your neck.

Rut of all of the frustrations and
emotional upheaval, which started
wien she realized she was going to
Jose her ability to speak with her
owh vocal chords and continued long
after surgery, Purdy said the most
difficult was “getting back to just
plain living.”

The Farmington Rills resident has
been serving as @ one-woman sup-
port team for laryngectomees who
have had their surgery at Harper
Hospital, She is helplng them gel
back to finding a normal lifestyle for
themselyes, and is now ready to be-
gin & support group.

Purdy will host an organizational
meeting, open to all persons who
have lost their voices through sur-
gery, whether they use electronlc de-
vices to speak. The meeting will take
place at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 7,
in St. John American Lutheran
Church, 23225 Gill Road, Farming-
ton

PURDY WAS ASKED to talk to

New World Quartet will lead a pre-concert

persons who had gone through the
same surgery as herself by the stafl
of Harper Hospital because she is
among the youngest of those who
hive suffered with cancer of the Jar-
nyx, caused in large measure by
smoking.

She has a healthy appearance and
a youthful walk and air about her, ali
positives to approach anothier who is
unsure of what a voiceless future
holds.

“Jt wasn’t always that way,” she
said. “It's been three years since my
surgery and it's been only in the past
six moenths that F have really been
feeling comfortable with myself.

I was well prepared for what was
going to happen. But it really didn't
hit me until the night before surgery
when my doctor told me to say ev-
erything 1 had to say now to my fam-
ily because it was the Jast time they
would ever hear me speaking in my
normal voice. Of course 1 lold them
how much I loved them,

“I spent a lot of time erying When
1 got nut of surgery I was given a
‘magic slate’ — the kind kids use —
to communicate, That was frustrat-
ing, but not too bad.

“What was really bad was having
so much 1o say about how I was feel-
ing - all that emotion I wanted to
scream out — and being so emotion-
ally upset I couldn’t get my thoughts
in order to write down what 1 want-
ed tosay."

But in retrospect, shc says she
feels lucky because she had a hos-
band and children who were patient.
She feels lucky she was working with
Bob Rosen, her speech therapist who
guided her through pitfalls and
forced her “to get back Into the
world again,” she said. And she feels
lucky that she Is living at a time
when technology has given her a
means of cotamunication.

“OTHERS HAVEN'T heen so
lucky,” she said.

to listener appr

“T've been a support person for
fong cnough to know how much this
hurts and how much help we've got
to give one another,

“I'm ali through apologizing for
how 1 sound, I still do a lot of ex-
plaining though, and I don'l mind
that at all. The sooner all of us get
out in the world, the sconer (he
world is golng to know what we're
ail about. We can stop apologizing
and we'll all be better off.”

During the time Purdy was work-
ing with Rosen, one of her “home-
work asslgnments” was to talk to a
stranger through her then-new elce-
tronic larynx.

-“T knew I was going to have to do
it eventually and I was terrified, but
1didit,” she sald.

‘What she got in return was a wav-
ing of the hands in a “go away™ ges-
ture and a turned back.

“J went home and cried,” she said.

“That happens. Something similar
still happens once in a while, but it
will be so much casier for all of us 1l
we join in support for onc ancther,”

At about the same tlme Purdy was
getting rebuffed by a woman to
whom she had said no more than
“Good morning,” the American Can-
eer Society was preparing for its na-
tional conference.

‘The subject of the conference was
“Human Values.,” The three-day
event centered on job discrimination
and problems with family and
friends that pose serious obstacles
for millions of Americans who have
survived cancer.

"WE NEED TO DEAL with the
fear of the discase and the frustra-
tion cancer patients feel in trying to
cope with the disease,” Dr. John
Seffrin, chairman of the Depariment
of Applied Health Seience at Indiana
University, told the conference audi-
ence.
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of chamber music when they appear here in
concert April 26,

Award-winning quartet here
for concert of chamber music

New World String Quartet, recog-
nized as ope of Amerlca’s most
prominent chamber muslc ensem-
bles, appears in concert at 7:30¢ p.m.
Sunday, April 26, in Birmingham
Temple, 28611 12 Mile. .

Winner of the prestigious 1979
Naumberg Chamber Muslc Competi-
tion, the group Is quartet-in-resi-
dence thls year at Harvard Universt-
ty and Alma College, with vlsiting
residencles at Unlversity of Michi-
gan and Virginta Commonwealth
University.

‘This is the third year the quartet
has been a part of the temple's Vi
vace Musical Series. The andience is
Invited to take part in a Tt

Ross Harbaugh, cellist and the
quartet's spokeman, said the group’s
residency cnables il to establish a re-
1atlonship with an audicnee and the
school’s string students over a period
of years with several visits each
year.

Al Harvard the members coach

piece written for them by a graduate
student. The quartet regularly per-
forms at the Cabrillo Festival in Cal-
ifornia, which specializes In new mu-
slc.

“There i3 a growing appreclation
for quartets, with series springing up
all over the country,” Harbaugh
said. “Young audienees are more so-

read new
give seminars and play concerts,
The resldency also enables them to
exchange ideas with notable musi-
cologlsts and browse through librar-
jes filted wlith original manuscripts.

NEW WORLD String Quartct has
several ¥y i

discussion of the program's
highlights, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The playblll lists Mendlessohn's
“Quartet 2 in A Minor, Opus 13,
Bela Bartak's "Quartet 4,” and Schu-
bert's "Death and the Maiden.”

in its repertoire. As 20th century
perfermers, the group belicves it has
a responslbility ta interpret and per-
form works of living composers as
well as the popular classics,

At Harvard will thev perforn, u

P and want the intimate
and intense experience of chamber
musie. The Suzuki method of violln
tnstruction has given thousands of
people an appreclation of string mu-
sle.

‘This year, the quartet will releace
two quartets by Janacek, the Czech
composer, on the Musical Heritage
lahel.

Tickets for the performance are
%6, or $6 for senior adults and stu-
dents svallable by calling Joan
Rose. 252-7469

Jean Purdy is one of some 300,000 persons in
the country who have had their larynx re-

moved and are now speaking with an efec-

Jews for Jesus evangelist
to lead Palm Sunday service

Mitch Glaser, a staff evangelist
for Jews for Jesus, is the pulpit guest
for Restoration Christian Fellow-
ships Sunday worship service, at 10
am. April 12, in Farmington High
School's auditorium.

‘The auditorium is on Shlawassee,
west of Orchard Lake Road.

Glascr's presentation, called
“Christ in the Passover,” is given to
enhance the Christtan understandlng
of the New Testament by showlng
the Jewish background for the Com-
munion celebration.  Ancient and
modern Jewish customs are  dis-
cussed and described, with an em-
phasiz on the aspect of redemption
that Clirist accomplished at Calvary.

Glaser sets a table with the tradi-
tivnal Jewish Passover items, in-
cluding the representative foods that
are explained, but not caten.

Members of Jews for Jesus have
given the demonstration in more
than §,000 churches. The presenta-
tion was written in 1956 by Dr.
Moishe Rosen, the group’s founder
and cxecutive dircctor. It was ab-
stracted frem the wrltings of the
late Rabbi Leopold Cohn, who came
to faith in Jesus in 1894 and died in
1936.

It is Rosen’s contention that some
of the most important clements of
Christlan doctrine, such as the Trini-
ty, the principle of substitutlonary
atonement and salvation through a
personal relationshlp with the Messi-
ah, are jmplied in the Sedar (the Pas-
sover feast) as observed by Orthodox
Jews today.

JEWS FOR JESUS is an evan-
gellstic agency best known for its
creative methods and materlals. The
agency’s llterature, called “Broad-
sides,” deals with contemporary
themes ranging from nuclear disar-
mament to home computers.

Broadsides uses humor and car-
toons lo relay the message that Je-
sus is the pramised Messinh for both
Jews and gentiles.

The message is also sent through
*The Liberated Wailing Wall,” a mo-
bite team that performs original
Jewish gospcl music and drama,

The vrganization has permancent
branches in San Francisco, Los An-
geles, Chieago, Toronto, Boston and
New York City, and 70 chapters in
20 states.

OQur message I8 not new, but
ve're (00 o new way.” Rasen

said. “For too long the Jewish roots
of Christianity have been forgotten.
Gentile cultural trappings have of-
ten been confused with what the Blb-
lical religion teaches.

“The Messlah was born In Isracl,
not Greece or Rome. His mother’s
name was Miryam, not Mary. And
she was told by an angel, ‘And thou
shalt have a sen and call his name
Y'shua, for he shall save his people
from their sins.” Y'shua is the Jewish
way to say Jesus.”

ROSEN AND HIS his wife are co-
authors of the book, “Christ In the
Passover,” which focuscs on the Pas-
sover to demonstrate the contlnuity

Mitch Glaser, a Jows for Je:

sus evangelis
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tronic device. She will start a support group
for those In the metro area next month.

of the Old and New Testament.

The book can be examined, along
with other literature from Jews for
Jesus, after a question-and-answer
period Glaser always allows for his
audience after a presentation. )

Among that literature is a color-
fully illustrated, hardbound edition
of a messaianlc Haggadah (the story
of the Passover). The service book
cnables Christians to experience a
traditional Passover celebration,
complete with song, while expres
ing their faith in Jesv:

Glaser’s demonstration is an abre-
viation of the Seder. The celebration
of the feast in Jewish homes lasts
about four hours.

Sunday morning worship service for Restoration Christisn Fel-
towehip in Farmington High School’s auditorium,



