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Grand weekend
accents mystery

CGontlnued from Poge 7

ish/in Graden City, and Wegzyn, a
dentlst practicing in Garden City,
will be marrled this summer.

“THIS 1S THE ideal getaway
weekend,” she said. “You're trans-
formed to the different time period.
You don't have time to recall things
back home. You've flnding bodies,
and trylng to figure out the clues. It's
a real neat experience,

“You have to think on your feet,”
she sald, of playlng a character in
the script. I had to study quite a bit.
You go ta the library about a month
ahead and read ads, from 1936-39,
and took at covers from different
magazines.”

They're planning to return to
“Murder at the Grand™/in May and
the one coming up in October, again
sct in the 1920s.

She's starting to look for cos-
tumes, usually rented from Cinderel-
la’s Attic in Dearbotn, which has pe-
riod clothing, or the Hollywood Cos-
tume Shop, also in Dearborn. She
gets ideas from fashlon books in the
library.

USUALLY, ATS Travel buys out
the entire Grand Hotel for the mys-
tery weekend, filllng 240 rooms each
time. But this year, because it's the

hotel's 100th anniversary, only 160
rooms will be available for the May
weekend,

Eddie Jaye said the October week-
cnd will take place durlng a Roaring
*20s party at Pickfair Mansion.

I write them. They're formulized.
1 know how much information I have
to feed them,” he sald. He produces
and directs the mystery weckend,
using professional actors from the
Detroit area.

Each team must make a three-
minute presentation, in song, poetry
or verse, explaining how they deter-
mined the murdered. Winning team
members each get a framed certifi-
cate that reads, “I solved the ‘Mur-
der at the Grand.'” Another award
1s given for the cleverest skit.

Jaye (Ed Bliznick) has a master's
degree in mass communication from
Wayne State University in Detroit.
He also performs as a standup comic
and  ventrlloquist, with Carlton
Crow, speclallzing in corporate
shows.

One of the most amusing episodes
of “Murder at the Grand” occurred
when one team of players admiited
they were stumped, then jdentified
themselves. In real life, they were a
20-year homlcide detectlve from the
Warren Police department and his
group, all pollce officers.
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St. Dunstan’s show
is really outstanding

Performances of the St. Dun-
stan’s Guild of Cranbrook produc-
tion of “Talley’s Folly” continue
Friday-Saturday at the play-
fouse in Bloomfield Hills. For
ticket information, call the box
office at 644-0527 anytime.

Dazling performances by the
two-member cast, top-notch dlrec-
tion and a wonderful set mark the
current production of “Talley's Fol-
1y by St. Dunstan’s Guild of Cran-
b

rook.

‘This Is a polished, very profession-
al rendering of Lanford Wilson's
Pulitzer Prize-winning drama, Intro-
duced as “a wallz . . . a no-holds-
barred romantic story,” the play is a
funny, warm and tender tale of two
scemingly mismatched people strug-
gling toward love.

Wilson asserts that people are llke
eggs, afrald that if they bang up
agalnst one another too hard they
will crack thelr shells and never be
any good again,

Matt Friedman (Keith Lepard) isa
big-city accountant, a bearded intel-

lectual of 42 with a German-Jewlsh
accent and Sociallst leanlngs. He
secks to woo a very reluctant Sally
Talley (Nancy Brassert), at 31 con-
sidered an cccentric spinster in her
very conservative small town. As
Matt strives to break through Sally’s
protective shell, pleces of his own
painful past are gllmpsed as well.

LEPARD 1S ONSTAGE the entire
97 minutes of the play, which is per-
formed without intermission, and
Brassert is on nearly as long. Both
handle thelr demanding roles with
great aplomb,

Skillfully, Lepard alternates be-
tween charming, coaxing and
outright bullylng the cnigmatic Sal-
ly. He uses his lively eyes and ex-
presslve hands to good effect. His ac-
cent Is natural, never overpowering,
and he swltches with ease to other
imitative volces.

Brassert can be convincingly shy,
demure and wistful one moment,
kicklng in rage or exploding with
hurt the next. Her soft Missourl
drawl sounds as if she were born
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Nancy Brassard is Sally Talley and Ke
s of
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ith Lepard is Matt Fried-

man in St. D
Folly.”

with it. Perplexed at Matt’s dodging
of direct questions, Brassert makes
Sally’s fearful retreat secem very un-
derstandable.

Director Edgar A. Guest IlI has
achieved a flawless production. The
performances are moving, the tim-
ing and staglng perfect. The lighling
is excellent, as is Alaster Mackin-
tosh's set. The decaying Victorlan
boathouse known to the town as
“Talley's Folly" Is a mix-
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work and years of assorted clutter.

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English and journalism in
Southficld. A theater critic for the
last 13 years, she is an inveterate
playgoer who regularly catches
up on all the New York produc-
1ions. -

ture of broken louvers and lattice-

Co-stars are delightfully paired in Neil Simon comedy

Performances of “The Prisoner
of Second Avenue” continue at
8:30 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays
through May 2 at Will-O-Way
Repertory and Apprentice The-
atre in Birmingham. For ticket
information, call the box office at
(444418,

‘Dale Blshop as Mel and Eilcen
Weiss as his wife, Edna, make fine
sparring partners In the Will-O-Way
productlon of the comedy “The Pris-
cher of Second Avenue,”

:With high-encrgy intelligence,
they're well-suited to Neil Simon’s
distinetive brand of comlc repartee,

. Mel comes unhinged when the
frustrations of modern urban living
gang up on him. For starters, he
comes home to confront an air con-
ditioner gone berserk, noisy nelgh-
bors, barklng dogs and a garbage
strike — everyday nuisances of llfe
Ih the big city.

- Two weceks later, he gets fired and
burglars march into hls apartment
dnd steal the TV set, the hl-fi and all

Weiss plays Edna with
. a hilarious range of
. facial expressions as
- she tries to cope with
. her deranged husband.

Cathie

Breidenbach

his clothes. They even make off with
the only bottle of scotch. It's the last
straw for poor Mel. He goes over the
edge.

WEISS PLAYS EDNA with a hi-
larious range of facial expresslons
as she tries to cope with her
deranged husband. Mel's brother
(Ron Hutchings) and threc sisters
(Sally Dubats, Francine Hachem and
Nicki Hamel) meet at the Edlson
apartment for a conference on what
to do about Mel. The eccentric, out-
Tpoken sisters show flne comie tim-
ng.

Brother Harry and the apartment
don't fare as well. Harry fudges llnes
and his timing lags. The slapped-to-
gether set falls to match the acting
which, for the most part, is excel-
lent.

The Edisons’ apartment, furnished
in mediocre eclectlc, seems more
like a temporary roost for graduate
students rather than the longtime
home of a Manhattan advertising ex-
ecutive who supposedly makes good
money, or dld untll he got canned,

Men. if you're about to turn
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time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

18.it's

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

| g PARTY POP-INS
: BARTY, Cuatomized Parties for Children (of all ages)
: mﬂ The Alternative to Video/Restaurant Partles
: A » Confirmation « Birthdays

! » Bar Mitzvahs « Office Partles

CALL US

HUNNY BUNNY will deliver customized
-EASTER BASKEYS
Wa can arrengo overyihing from Glowns ihfough clean-upl

528-0879

10" your home.

& RELAX
Monday-Friday 10-5

Weekend

. A'nmrh-lv- e ol
whirl
+ Movirs in the A

Satuntay

the Sheraton-Oaks!
Far Reservations Cal
3485000

et e 44 21
RS IR AT

The Sheraton-Oaks

BREGGSTRRNVAGANZAN

& Delusr avernighl sccammodations

Fitness Conter, indour pool.
o and sauna

* Drawing far a th
Cedat Doint for a family of four

Mams & Dads, Bring the bids to
R LTI R DR LSOk
IAITEISY Wt BT RIS

1208 par child

Something's hatching at Shepatﬂn-Oal{s

© P A RAION DA e wmiGn 40000 3137308 3003

1 Package
00

mphitheatee
senda. two-elght trp t0

ERREUNNS
S

Aped niy
3 e

The Racpmamry paogie o

ovrr 410

]
v

Liquor bottles clutter a shelf, the
door to the balcony desperately

needs paint, and two frumpy green
throw pillows make war with cvery-
thing else In the room.

Despite the unlnspired set, direc-
tor Cella Merrill Turner brings out
the volatile comic humanity in the
popular Nell Simon characters,

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomfield has always loved the-
ater. A former high-schoo! Eng-
tish teacher, she works in public

Woody Allen's
.
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HMoactors Brook Pheéiie

A cultural program of Oaxdand University

Now through Apei 19

3773300

Romantic Comedy

t at 8 p.m.
information, call
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Thurs., Fi.,
Henry Feinberg Trio
w/Lynn Cheney

Larry Bar

John Aflan Group
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Wed,
Rick Cooper/
Vince Humphrey

Live Entertainment
wiRick Cooper
o
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Scolt Wilkie
5-8 nightly

ForMore lnfo.
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Dining &
Entertainment

CHAMPA

£ggs Benedict
Scrambled Eggs
Sausage Links

Adults #12.95

EASTER SUNDAY

11 a.m. -6 p.m.

Breast of Chicken Sintia

BREAKFAST ITEMS

GNE BRUNCH

BRUNCH ITEMS

Lobster Newburg

Beef Stroganoff

Hon lazed Carrots
SageDressing

Sweet Potatoes
CarvedRoast Top Round Au Jus
Carved Tom Turkey with gravy

Ham 3

FreshFruit Display
fimp

Oysters

Bav els with Toppings-
Full Salad Bar

Sliced Bacon
Hash Browns
Blintz - Raspberry Sauce

Children *6.95

555S. Woodward
2 Blks. S. of Birmingham Theatre

642-9400

relations, advertising and us o
JSreelance writer.
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DUFFYS
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. APPEARING
RIDAY & SATURDAY

BOB POSCH

COMEDY SHOW

L1 ] LX)
FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
1Lb. LIVE
MAINE LOBSTER
$ 1395 DINNER

3-9469
8635 Coalay Lake Ra., Union Liko
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AMCOLD ORCHARD
- CANTON¢

9011900

= SHOWCASE
CINEMAS

BARGAIN DAY EVERY JUESDAY
ALL SEATS ALLDAY §2.50

2.50
NLY

BARGAIN MATINEEDAILY -
FIRST AFTERNOON SHOW
T JONTAC LIOONLY -
CONTINUOUS SHOWS SAT. & SUN.
LATE SHOWS FRIDAY & SATURDAY
PONTIAC 162¢3e4e5

" 2400 50. TELEGRAPH RD, 332-O24)
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--PONTIAG Go7+8+8+10 -

2405 50 TELEGRAPH RD.. 334-6777

SUMNIT PLACE cinema

N
N. TELEGRAPH & ELZABETH LAXE RD.
BARG, MAT. WED. FRI SAL. SUN..$2.50
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