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Hills resident says he saw a panther .
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body. That's when I started shak-
Ing, I was 5o exclted.”

Caopaldi, 38, had just taken hls
20-month-old daughter, Brittany,
from the tub and was drying her
when he went to the bedroom win-
dow to open the blinds.

AT FIRST, Capaldi — whose
neighbors have scen deer, rac-
coons, even a fox in the woods —
thought he saw a Jarge black dog.

‘Then he realized It was'a panth-
er, about 2 feet tall. “It had a large

head, the slze of a human head, and
a flat face, Its forehead was slop-
ing.”

It also had a 3-foot-long tail,
about 1 Inch in dlameter. “That's
the first thing I notlced, It just
wasn't a normal eat, I've never
seen a panther, but I've seen ple-
tures of one.” '

Capaldi wanted to call the police
and get his camera. But instead, he
instinctively riveted his eyes on the
creature for five minutes. I didn’t
want to move from the window. I
didn't want to take my cyes off it.
Once I did, it was gone In an in.
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was kicked off with a wine and
cheese party Tuesday at the center,
on Farmington Road, The fund-ra-
Iser wiil run through Tuesday, June
8.

In light of the center's financlal
dlfficulties, reaching the $35,000
goal set for the fund drive — tar-
geted to

Funding sources eyed

'
and receptions — will be recog.
nized in the Farmington Observer
and the center’s annual report, Ma-
Jor donors are listed on a perma-
nent plaque in the center.

Finley last week documented the
19-year-old center’s deteriorating
financial status to the

stant.”

Capaldl, a Daniel J Salon hair-
dresser who moved to Farmington
Ridge subdivision 13 months ago
from Walled Lake, knew about the
panther sighting reports in the Mil-
ford-Wixom area durlng the past
year. But he never thought he'd re-
port seeing a panther.

Panthers — skillfut hunters —
roam over a 200-mile radius. Four
slghtings were reported since April
21 in Wixom, six miles to the west.
But no panther paw prints were
lov;;d, Pollee Chief Phillp Leonard
said,

Leopards are strong,
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easy victims, they may become
more dangerous than tigers or li-
ons.

Leopards are good climbers and
spend part of thelr time in trees.
Very strong, they have been known

[

and Farmington Hills city councils.
The center is about $19,000 In the
red. C: -

and prefessionals — {s essential,
according to center officials,

In the center's 1987-38 $300,000
budget, $87,000 of the revenue is
expected to come from contribu.
tions (corporate and Indlvidual).
The indlvidual fund drive ~ kicked
off in February - fell $15,000.
$17,000 short, said Betty Paine, ex-
ecutive director,

IN ADDITION to the letters
mailed to members of the buslness
community, a second letter is belng
maliled to individual contributors In
an attempt to reach the $87,000 an-
nual contribution goal, Paine sald.

“We have a lot of people who are
very concerned about the center,
but they just don’t know what to
do,” Palne sald,

Twenty-five volunteers will con-
tact at Jeast 10 businesses each.
But the center still needs at least
10 more volunteers. “We have to
have at least 35, Finley said, “It
doesn’t take that long to contact
{or contributions.”

In the past, the corporate cam-
paign was spearheaded by a mem-
ber of the center's financlal devel-
opment committee. But with the
Importance placed on this year's
fund-ralsers, the center’s entire
board of directors is running the
campaign, Paine sald.

ibutors — many who use

25 percent of the center's total
gross revenues — are decreasing
even though the number of contrib-
utors are increasing, sald center
treasurer Richard Wells.

OPERATING INCOME has de-
creased while the center’s expenses
are continually increasing. Be-
cause revenues lag behind bills
coming in, the community center
draws money against banking line
of credit. When revenue comes in,
the draw is repald. But the center
Is having difficulty pavying off the
draw before it must again borrow
on its credit, Wells told the coun-
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‘I"hnugh “cash poor,” the center
has a $165,000 trust fund (from the
Angel F A

- earry of prey weigh-
ing 80 to 150 pounds 20 feet up a

ree.

Meredith urges resldents of
Farmington Ridge and neighboring
subdivisions in the 13 Mile-Hagger-
ty area to call police If they spot a
susplclous-looking animal,

“If you're uncomfortable, don't
hesitate to call,” he said. “That's
what we're here for. Report what
you see, If you have small children,
Just be careful,”

MEREDITH SAID he’s no expert
on panthers. “Far from |t,” he said.
“We're Just out there dolng our
best.”

Carl Anderson, Oakland County
Anlmal Division manager, is skep-
tical about recent panther reports.
That Includes the county’s most fa-
mous panther report — the maul-
ing of a full-grown horse last July
in Milford Township.

CAPALDI'S MOTHER, Stella
Capald| of West Bloom{leld Town-
ship, baby sat at his house Saturday
night.

On Sunday, after hearing about
her son's adventure, she told him
she saw an extremely large cat
twice about ® p.m. Saturday
through the back-yard flood Hights.
“That made me fecl a little better,
t.hn't somebody else had a visual on
it

No neighbors reported seelng it.

The animal walked through the
woods south toward Lancaster. “1
thought it might be hiding under

“We'd have many reports of
livestock kiils or missing dogs or
reports of parts of dogs belng
found. And we've just not had
many,” Anderson said.

Anderson Isn't saying there lan't
a blg cat on the loose. “People do
have exotlc pets, If a panther Is set
free, a domesticated one, it could
come to a populated area where
food is more readlly available — a
dog, a cat, llvestock. But I don't
think you'd ever sce a panther
from the wild In a populated area.”

NOCTURNAL AND meat-eat-
ing, panthers hunt their prey at
night. They feed on such animals
as monkeys, antelope, jackels,
muntjacs, peacocks, snakes, sheep,
goats and dogs.

Leopards aren't the coniy cats
known as panthers. The American
puma — or cougar or mountain
Hon ~ also Is known in the eastern
Unlted States as a panther, A few
experts consider only large leop-
ards to be panthers, Only the lion
and tiger are larger cats than the
leopard.

Leopards average 2 feet, 4 Inch-

vote to release the money — previ-
ously restricted by the board of di-
rectors for capltal imprvements —
is scheduled for 8 p.m. Tuesday,
May 26,

The center's membershlp Is
comprised of all those who contrib-
ute to the historic facility, Finley
sald,

Anyone with questions about the
center or the fund.raistng cam-
paign should call Paine at 477-
8404. Contributlons can be sent to
the attention of the center corpo-
rate campalgn, 24705 Farmington

the center for

Road, F Hills, 48018.

Manufacturers list
prices every day at

Attention: New

Home Owners

Save On Indoor
and Outdoor Lighting

.Get 40% OFF

Thursday, Aprll 30, 1687 O&E

somebody’s deck. I never saw it go
back into the woods,” Capaldt said.
“But a Farmington Hills police of-
ficer who lives in Milford said
panthers can take off ltke a bolt of
lightning,”

Officers searched the yard and
woods for panther paw prints, but
found none. The only prints found
were thought to be these of an ani-
mal with a narrower foot span,

“The police were pretty thor-
ough,” Capaldi said. “But the
ground was pretty hard except for
some swampy areas.”

CONCERN ABOUT the safety of

alert and cunning

es high at the shoulder and 7 feet, 6

inches long. A big male might mea-

sure almost 9 feet from nose to tail

and weigh 100 to 160 pounds. A big

female may welgh about 75
unds.

The typical leopard is light tan
with many black spots close to-
gether. The tall has dark rings
around it,

him’ to call “police. “It's rc':'xlly
peaceful here. Kids often fish in the.
the woods.”

1

11, often rides his three-wheeler *~7
through the woods, “I think he'll be™
a little more cautious,” Capald] "
sald, “He told me yesterday he's a!
little afrald to go near the pond
now.” . -,(_':
Capaldi doesn’t know whether '/t
the big cat will make a cameo ap--'*
rance. “It’s probably a once-In
a-lifetime thing. But I've got my vi.
deo camera ready ~ just in case.
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LEOPARDS THAT live in for- |
ests are darker than those that live, ;,,
in open plains. The black leopard is, 5
so dark, the spots are hard to sec. .-,

A

So many leopards have been..;{
killed for thelr fur that the anlmals, 1.}
have become rare in many 2)
The United States forbids import- 9
ing leopard skins for coats.

NORTHVILLE
316 N. Center
{Sheldon Ad.)

319-8585
WYANDOTTE
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Mother’s Day Special!

All Rockers & Deacon Benches

20 % OFF
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Village Peddler Folk Show

A
TRUE with fine quality artisans that advertise thry Country Living
COUNTRY  @nd Country Uife magazines. Watch for our ad in Country

EXPERIENCE LVing magazine.
Waich for our March Country Living magazine ad.

FRIDAY, MAY 8TH 10 -9
SATURDAY, MAY 9TH 10 -5

27055 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills, M1
at 696 and Orchard Lake Road, {Oakland Communlly College) Bldg. H

On May Bth at 7:10 p., - Diana Yan Kolken, Shaker Jectaclat and Autbor will be
glving an hour 1alk and slide presentation on the lfestyle and cralts of the
Shaker.

Also on the Blh “Patchwork™ Polke Minstrals will be strolling through the
Crafters wilh songs of years gone by.
Oide Goose "Barn « P.0. Dox 330 - Plymouth, Michipan 48170 - 1.(313) 4593938
Admisslon $1.50 Susan Vogel
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REID Lighting of
Novi
The Complete Lighting
Showroom
* Track & Recessed
* Floor & Table Lamps
* Bath Lighting & Cabinets
* Exterior Lights & Door Chimes
* Parlour Fans & Much More!
Ask about *“Whole House Discounts"
Free Delivery
Builders Accounts Available

Lighting
The store with
bright ideas
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Liberty Mutual Insurance challen;

‘our current homeowners polic;
i upon and we'
¢ think you'll s

r_~__________

i LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE _
FREE HOMEOWNER QUOTATION OFFER.

Home currently insured for §
Masonry O Frame )

Year house was built

Name.
Address.
City

Phone

State/Zip,

Liberty Mutual Insurance
30400 Telegraph Rd., Birmingham, M! 48010

645-2700

LIBERTY
MUTUAL;%

348-4055 . AMERICA BELIEVES IN LIBERTY MUTUAL INS|
Mon.-Fri. 9-8; Thurs. til 9 URANCE.
i 75th ANNIVERSARY — 1987
43443 Grand River * Novi Sal.9-8 *berty Wutal Ivusance.

THE WORLD'S
BEST TOOL FOR

It & Honda lawn mower. And it the worlds best for alot of
very good reasons. Like our Overhead Vabve engine
for casier starts and smoother munning, Our
Roto-Stop” system that stops the blade without
stopping the engine. And our exclusive shafl o

drive with reliability that far exceeds belt drive.

We biack every Honda lawn mower we
sell with full service. Tomake sure
your Honda lawn mower is the worlds 4
best tool for mowing the lawn for

alongtime
locome. TN

For oplimum pertormence and salvty we secomimend you 19 the ownor's manui! belors operating yout

MOWING THE LAWN.

Honda Powse Equipment. * 1980 Amacican Honda Mator CO., Inc.

GQARDEN CENTER INCORPORATED
%% 587 W. ANN ARBOR TRAIL* PLYMOUTH
J Sa

—
rving You Since 1928+ 453-6250 —

Frst Choice

For Immediate Care  Mercy Care Immediate Care Centers ireatalltypes
of miror injurics and llesses — from minor fractures and scrapes to
nagging colds and fus. We ako offer blood tedts, x-rays. employment and
school physicalv. and occupational health services.

Staffod by emergency-trained physicians, MereyCare Centers are operated
by S1. Joseph Merey Hospital in Pontiac,

Noappointment s recessary. We ace apenseven day 2 neck
Monday-Friday 9a m. 09 pm
Saturday 9am 1o p.m.
Sunday Noonts Sp.m,

P Faraingron tits
22006 Lake Rood
8854711

P Waterfoed Towmbip

4000 Highlaad Read 1 M:49)

82149 .
D Ceiontake

06 Comm Road

i

E%l MercyCare_

It Caze Cerver

Supistoazy MemyCare keaon
fvyeur peefescethemomesr,

Operaind by St Joseph Merey Horgeal — Porzac
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¥IRGINIA FARRELL BEAUTY SCHOOLS

PRESENT

BEAUTY AS A CAREER

in only one short year, Learn:

Hairstyling - Air Waving
Personality Haircutting
Fashion Permanent Waving
Wiggery - Manicuring
Natural Looking Hair Coloring
Professional Make-Up
Chemical Relaxing - Therma! Sylking & Curling

VIRGINIA FARRELL'S LIVONIA SCHOOL
Is localed at
33425 FIVE MILE ROAD
in the Livonla Shopping Cenler at
(Farmington and Five Mile Road)

For those who qualily
Applications tor Financlal Aid Now Being Accepted
ZF Catalog or Call 424-9123

VIRGINIA FARRELL BEAUTY SCHOOLS
Suite 407 « Northland Towert Wet
15555 Noribtand Dive » Southtieldt, M1 48075
Preste 1end me 2 FREE copy of your cataiopue
Name .

Address
City —— . Zip

Telephone Number _
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